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Zhirinovsky heads for Iraq 

AMMAN (AP) — Russian opposition leader Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky beaded for Baghdad via Jordan on Saturday to consolidate 
relations with Moscow’s one-time ally. Mr. Zhirinovsky, accompa- 
nied by SO Russian lawmakers from the Liberal Democratic Party 
which he heads, landed at Queen Alia International Airport 
aboard a chartered plane. The Russian team, which also included 
military officials, businessmen and journalists, immediately 
boarded two buses that beaded for Jordan's eastern border. The 
group was expected in Baghdad Sunday morning. Iraqi embassy 
officials said the Russian nationalist leader was scheduled to meet 
with Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein and other officials during his 
three-day stay. Before his departure. Mr. Zhirinovsky said he 
sought to strengthen “our relations with Iraq" and show solidarity 
with the Iraqi people. The 49-year-old politician urged an 
immediate lifting of crippling sanctions imposed against Baghdad 
Shortly after the Aug. 2. 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. "Sanctions 
must be eliminated this year," he said, echoing calls by the Russian 
government, which along with France and China', have been 
rallying for casing the embargo. 
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Wtefi threatens holy war against NATO 

TLSIS (Rj — Libyan leader Miurrunar QadhaG said be weu:- 
dtstribute arms in the streets and Lunch j jihad fhc.lv war) agair.:: 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) if it expanded is 
laHjCDce in Nonh Africa “We will never permi! NATO to dcp!c>- 
•ts wings over North Africa as Song we are alive." Colonel 
Oadhafi, incensed by NATO talks wuh five Nonh African and 
Middle Eastern stares, said in remarks earned bv Lsbja's JANA 
news agency on Saturday. "Ou: brother Arab rulers in North 
A.nca must knew that if NATO advances under anv pretext, we 
Will not tali, to the rulers, but to f their I peepiet " to. 1 . Oadhafi 
said 3t what JANA reported was a religious meeting cn Friday 
night. "We will distribute arms in the streets .. we will cross the 
artificial borders and proclaim the holy war and brandish Sakim’s 
Hag. because this hatrJe is in our house," he added. Gil. Oadhafi 
has made several fiery statements this week opposing talks which 
j^TQ opened Or. Friday in Brussels with Morocco. Egvpt. 
Mauritania. Tunisia and Israel :o discuss security in North Ainca. 


J 


11 •' 're 


wsm ■ 

i ? r ’ ftoj f mt* 1 

***** S L’H 

! 

; 

r li 

: Dcdi - 

. ? r4 *Jbe<j a. Hi . ■ 

: ne J 10 the IS* 1 ^ 

* h - re ihe SP^t:' 

L ou nd Cor^-- 

' Uedi <*2i *' 

in 2 her 

mother. ^ 4= 


Volume 19 Number 5854 


AMMAN SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26. 1995, RAMADAN 26,1415 


Price: Jordan 150 Fib 


7 *. _ V j;- 




- -n 


y^orkersdi, 

“^blnitaj,’ 


Saudi-Yemeni 
accord reported 

JEDDAH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen have 
found a way to settle a border 
dispute that has erupted into 
armed clashes recently, a 
Yemeni negotiator said 
Saturday. "The two sides 
reached agreement on a dec- 
laration of principles on out- 
standing issues concerning 
their land dispute and an 
accord will be signed over- 
night Saturday in Jeddah," 
he" told AFP on condition his 
name not be used. 

Kaddoumi meets 
Iraqi leaders 

Baghdad (R) — Farouk 
Kaddoumi. the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
foreign affaiis chief, is hold- 
ing talks in Baghdad with 
senior Iraqi officials. Palesti- 
nian Ambassador Azam A1 
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PLO-Israel peace process 
should be stopped. “The 
Palestinians should hah the 
- peace process," be said. Mr. 
Azam said Mr. Kaddoumi 
met Iraqi Foreign Affairs 
Minister Mohammad Saeed 
A1 Sahaf on Saturday. Iraq's 
official media have not re- 
_ ported the PLO officials’ visit 
yet. “In the face of obstacles 
confronting the peace pro- 
cess, it is inevitable to hold 
such discussions with Iraqi 
brethren,” Mr. Azam said. 

Kama! 'rejoices 1 
in Israeli deaths 

' CAIRO (R) — A senior 
. Arab League official was 
.quoted on Saturday as saying 
be rejoiced to hear of Israeli 
deaths in operations by mOk 
tants. Said Kama!, assistant 
secretary-general for Palesti- 
nian affairs, told a seminar bn 
Islam: “When Hamas kills an 
Israeli, although my thinking 
is not in keeping with theirs, I 
feel exultant. For an opera- 
tion in Israel quenches the 
thirst for revenge of all the 
Arabs." Mr. Kama], who was 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s ambassador in 
Cano for many years until 
last year, was quoted in a 
report on the seminar in the 
opposition party newspaper 
AI Wafti. It did not say when 
he was speaking. 

U.S. Navy diverts 
more Gulf ships 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The 
U.S. Navy has diverted three 
more ships sailing from Iraq 
following "substantial evi- 
dence" that they were in- 
volved in U.N. sanctions 
busting, a spokesman sdid 
Saturday. Commander T. 
McCreary, spokesman for 
the Gulf-based U.S. Naval 
Forces Centra] Command, 
said the St. Vincent-flagged 
Express-I was intercepted 
and diverted on Feb. 10 while 
carrying 1,500 tonnes of 
dates. On Feb. 12. the tug- 
boat Shamia, which flies the 
United Arab Emirates flag, 
was intercepted and diverted 
while towing a barge called 
c — i:- 2 that was carrying 800 
of diesel fuel. On Feb. 
the Bahrain-flagged Tren- 
ton was intercepted while 
carrying 731 tonnes of dates 
and was also diverted. 

67 dead in north 
Iraq clashes 
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NICOSLA (AFP) — At least 
‘ J i " 67 people have died in four 
days of bitter fighting be- 
tween Kurds in northern 
Brag, a leader of the Patriotic 
Union 0 f Kurdistan (PUK), 
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Israel widens blockade 
on fishing off Lebanon 
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zafli 25 kilometres east of 
Hrbxl, "left 26 PUK suppor- 
ters dead and 41 in the rival 
ranks of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Patty (KDP),” 
Mohammad Ismafl told AFP. 
He told AFP in Cyprus that 
KDP members were alp? 
V.2> frjKd 35 Mf/ bought to have died fa l *an 
hi » ambush on Thursday dose to 

.gtiisfl ^p'rRawandtiz," 80 kilometres 
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SIDON. Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Israel, intensifying a battle 
of wills whh Lebanon, wide- 
ned on Saturday its blockade 
against fishermen in South 
Lebanon’s dries of Tyre and 
Sidon to include Damour, 
only 18 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

President Elias Hrawi 
appealed to the United 
Stales, Russia and Europe to 
help rein in Israeli attacks 
and end the naval blockade 
of South Lebanese ports. 

In Damascus, Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
held talks with Syrian leaders 
on Beirut’s latest attempt to 
halt Israeli artillery attacks 
on southern Lebanon, 
Lebanese sources said. 

Mr. Hariri, accompanied 
by his Defence Minister 
Mohsen Dallul, met with Sy- 
rian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam after the 
Lebanese government laun- 
ched a diplomatic drive to 
pressure Israel into halting 
the attacks. 

Syria is the main foreign 
power broker in Lebanon 
where it maintains about 
35,000 troops. 

After a week of violence in 
and around Israel's self- 
declared "security zone" in 
southern Lebanon, the 
ambassadors of the five 
permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council met 
Friday in Beirut with the 
secretary general of the fore- 
ign ministry. Zafer AJ Has- 
san. 

Foreign Minister Fares 


Bouez also asked Lebanon's 
ambassadors to Washington 
and the U.N. headquarters in 
New York to set up "urgent" 
contacts with the State De- 
partment and U.N. officials 
over the matter. 

Fishermen said two Israeli 
gunboats appeared off 
Damour at dawn firing warn- 
ing machinegun volleys be- 
fore telling fishermen from 
Sidon to the south. South 
Lebanon's biggest port where 
the blockade was imposed 
two days ago, to stop fishing 
and go back. 

The Israeli navy imposed 
similar restrictions against 
the ancient port of Tyre. 76 
kilometres south of Beirut, 
for the past 17 days, telling 
fishermen to stop "sailing at 
night or venturing more than 
one kilometre into the sea. 

“Do we have to hunt dogs 
to live?" fisherman Ahmad 
Al Babour, who has six chil- 
dren, said of the blockade 
which now threatens the 
livelihood of some 1 .800 
fishermen along a 70- 
kilometre stretch of 
Lebanese coast from Na- 
qoura to Damour. 

"They (Israelis) began with 
Tyre then Sidon and today 
they forbid us from fishing off 
Damour. We don’t know 
what’s next.” said Mustapha 
Bawji, another one of Sidon’s 
300 fishermen forced to seek 
other areas for stock. "This is 
unbearable.” 

Israel maintained an offi- 
cial silence on Saturday. 

An Israeli government 


spokesman refused to com- 
ment on Lebanon’s sutemen: 
that the sea blockade was 
slapped to force the 
Lebanese army to ease secur- 
ity checks on residents 
travelling to and from Israel's 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone. 

"The government need not 
respond publicly to every, 
thing that is reportedly hap- 
pening in Lebanon," the 
spokesman said. 

Bur an Israeli government 
official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said Leba- 
non was "on the’ right track" 
in linking the sea blockade to 
the security restrictions, 
which Beirut refused to ease 
arguing they were legitimate. 

Isracii security sources 
confirmed navy gunboats had 
enforced a blockade against 
fishing in Tyre area for 17 
days. 

Reuter photographers saw 
fishermen in four boats just 
off the coast of Saadiyya:. 
five kilometres south’ of 
Damour. 

"This blockade means cut- 
ting our livelihood because 
fishing near the coast is nor 
even enough to feed a baby ,” 
Hussein Al Qors. a 60-year- 
old fisherman who has 10 
children, said. 

"We plead to our officials 
to do something. This tragic 
situation can not continue." 
Ahmad Al Sin, 5S, said. 

President Hrawi on Friday 
appealed to the United 

{Continued on page 7) 



KING HOSTS ^* 1 --. His Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday hosted an tflar in honour of tribal leaders and 
representatives of private and public institutions in Jerash 
Governorate. The banquet was attended by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Roy al Court Chief Marwan Al 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, tbe 


King’s Cultural Secretary Prince Ghnzi Ben Mohammad, 
the King's advisor on tribal affairs, the secretary genera) o' 
tbe Royal Court, tbe imam of tbe Royal Court and the- 
governor of J crash. The King and the guests performed ,‘J 
Maghreb prayers together i Petra p bo tot 


PLO to launch diplomatic 
offensive on peace talks 


GAZA (Agencies) — The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) on Saturday de- 
cided to launch a diplomatic 
offensive and send senior 
officials to Arab and Western 
countries to explain why 
peace talks with Israel were 
deadlocked. 

Saeb Erekat, PNA head of 
local government affairs, said 
after the authority’s weekly 
meeting the "cabinet has de- 
cided to send ministerial de- 
legations to Arab and West- 
ern states to explain to them 
the stalemate in the talks." 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials said 
they hoped the Middle East 
visits of U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
and Britain’s Prime Minister 
John Major next month 
would help tbe peace pro- 
cess. 

The PLO’s top negotiator 
said on Saturday one way out 
of "paralysis" m peace talks 
with Israel might be to tackle 
explosive issues like Jeru- 
salem and Jewish settlements 
head on. 

"If the peace talks don’t 
move, maybe it will be neces- 
y to develop the current 
talks and move to talks on 
final status issues which are 
obstructing progress in cur- 
rent negotiations,” nego- 
tiator Nab3 Shaath cold re- 
porters after the PNA meet- 
ing. 

Dr. Shaath urged Israel to 
hale construction in Jewish 
settlements, release Palesti- 
nian prisoners and further 


ease a ban barring residents 
of the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank from jobs in Israel. 

Israel imposed the restric- 
tions on Jan. 22 after suicide 
bombers killed 21 Israelis in 
central Israel. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin eased the closure last 
week in an attempt to 
appease Palestinians and get 
the negotiations, disrupted 
by the violence and Israeli 
settlement construction, back 
on track. 

Dr. Erekat said that the 
two sides are now only dis- 
cussing elections and called 
for parallel talks on the other 
issues, "unless Mr. Rabin has 
made up his mind that he 
doesn’t intend to implement 
the interim agreement." 

"Without the negotiations 
over redeployment and the 
elections that may lead to the 
implementation of the in- 
terim agreement, Gaza- 
Jericho is slipping out of our 
hands. It can’t survive," Dr. 
Erekat told the Associated 
Press. 

"Solving final status issues 
may lead to progress in the 
talks," said Dr. Shaath, the 
PNA’s head of planning. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
visited Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt last week to rally sup- 
port for the PLO’s interna- 
tional campaign to push 
Israel towards implementing 
the next stage of self-rule, 
expanding Palestinian control 
to the rest of the West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat has said he won 
a promise from Saudi King 


Fahd to ask the United 
States, Russia and the Euro- 
pean Union to help break the 
logjam in the talks. 

Under the Israel-PLO 
peace deal of 1993, Jerusalem 
and Jewish settlements were 
put off to "final status’’ talks 
because they were too sensi- 
tive. Limited Palestinian self- 
rule in Gaza and Jericho was 
an interim phase designed to 
build confidence. 

But the original schedule 
has virtually collapsed. Israel 
has not taken full Palestinian 
self-rule beyond Gaza and 
Jericho. 

Some politicians on Israel’s 
left have also mooted the 
idea of moving directly to 
final status negotiations but 
the idea has gained little 
ground in the country’s poli- 
tical mainstream. 

Dr. Erekat said the PLO’s 
Executive Committee and 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh faction 
will meet next month in 
Tunis, the former headquar- 
ters of the PLO leader. 

In its Saturday meeting the 
PNA declared as a holiday 
the five-day period from 
Wednesday to Sunday for 
*Eid Al Fitr. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher plans to* 
return to the Mideast next 
month to try and revive 
Israeli-Palestinian and 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks. 

Dr. Shaath said the Palesti- 
nian National Authority was 
looking forward to the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Attack on diplomat isolated incident — Bajolet 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The attack 
against a French diplo- 
mat in southern Jordan 
on Friday was an iso- 
lated incident and was 
not targeted against 
France or French 
teres ts in particular. 
French Ambassador 
Bernard Bajeler said 
Saturday. 

Mr. 3ajciet said "the 
Jordanian authorities 
are still investigating the 
motive behind It. but we 
have no reason to ch ink 


the attack was targeted 
against the French." 

Second Secretary at 
the French Embassy Gil- 
ies Hein was shot and 
wounded by two men on 
Friday noon while on a 
visit in the south. Mr. 
Hein is now recovering 
a: the Hussein Medical 
City. The two assailants, 
said to be from Karak. 

e r e immediately 
arrested after the attack, 
security sources said on 
Friday. 

Mr. Hein was initially 
transferred to Madaba 


hospital and then flown 
by a helicopter to the 
Hussein Medical City. 

The French ambassa- 
dor said Mr. Hein was 
doing well. 

The head of the Police 
Department, Lieutenant 
General Abdul Rahman 
Adwan, Saturday re- 
ceived in his office the 
patrol policemen who 
arrested the assailants. 
He presented Patrolmen 
with medal recogni- 
tion ot their uxavery and 
successful mission in 
arresting the assailants 


in a short period of time. 

The French ambassa- 
dor said the efforts ex- 
erted by the Jordanian 
authorities were excep- 
tional. 

"We express our full 
appreciation to and deep 
satisfaction with the ex- 
tensive efforts and con- 
tinuous support the 
Jordanian authorities 
and officials alike 
showed," said Mr. Ba- 
jolet. "We are thankful 
to all the attention and 
care we received at the 
highest level." 
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Christopher still planning 
Mideast trip despite nicer 


Washington (Agencies) 

— Secretary of Stale Warren • 
Christopher, hospitalised 
\A/ O C5 n O n Q ' cv emi 2 ht with a bleeding sttv 
VV IvJ : mch B]cer . has affirmed that 

• ix i i i he still planned to go to the 

in Kabul ' 


CHARASYAB (AFP I — 
Militant Taliban fighters said 
Saturday there would be 
fighting in the Afghan capital 
of Kabul if the ciry's arsenal 
was not handed over to them. 

"Fighting is inevitable if 
they block our (ams co-lec- 
tion) process," said Tali bar. 
commander Rahmaruilar at 
their Charasyab base. 25 
kilometres southeast of 
Kabul. 

There ts currently a 30-day 
ceasefire effective until 
March 21 between the Tali- 
bans and forces leva.' to 
Afghan President Burhar.ud- 
din Rabbani. who face each 
other across the frontlines 
just 15 kilometres southeast 
of Kabul. 

"Our objective is to collect 
all war material in Afghanis- 
tan, and the people are nappy 
with this." Rahmatuilah 
stated. 

(Coo tinned oo page 7j 


Middle East next month. 

"As foe doctor said, 'I’m 
, fit as fiddle',” Mr. Christ- 

■ opher said aboard the pres- 
idential jet returning with 

■ President Bill Ginton after a 
. two-day state visit to Canada. 

Mr. Christopher, wearing a 
: shirt 3r»d necktie and appear- 
ing in good spirits, told repor- 
; :ers, "1 wanted you to see I’m 
alive and well.” 

*T felt lousy yesterday. By 
the end of the day, I knew 
something was going on ... 
they were able to stop the 
bleeding very quickly. It was 
really a minor incident and 
it’s ali behind me,” he added. 

Mr. Christopher, who re- 


ceived treatment at Ottawa's 
Civic Hospital, described 
Canada's state-run health 
system as "terrific. ’’ 

He said he would spend a 
day or two at Washington's 
Georgetown University 
Medical Centre "just to make 
sure that there’s no restarting 
but I think I’m fine. I feel 
very good today." 

Mr. Christopher, who took 
ill Thursday, said doctors in 
Ottawa had told him there 
was no reason why he could 
not travel to the Middle Easi 
next month. 

A tentative date of March 
7 or 8 has been set for the 
trip. Mr. Christopher's eighth 
official visit to the region. 

The top U.S. diplomat 
hopes ro revive stalled talks 
between Israel and Syria, and 
give a boost to negotiations 
between Israel and the 


Palestinians on extending 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
occupied West Bank. 

The State Department said 
he would also make stopov- 
ers in the. Gulf but spokes- 
woman Christine Shelly did 
not give details of the i’tiner- 
ary. 

A State Department offi- 
cial said separately that Mr. 
Christopher would travel to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The 69-year-old secretary 
of state was also scheduled :o 
address congressional com- 
mittees on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

State Department spokes- 
man David Johnson earlier 
insisted that there were no 
"long-term implications" in 
Mr. Christopher’s medical 
condition, adding: "He is in 

(Continued on page 7i 


Rivals gun for Balladur, 
exploit Franco-U.S. spy row 


Designated premier heads for Chechenya 


MOZDOK, Russia (Agen- 
cies) — Heavy fighting 
erupted in Grozny Saturday 
and in village south and west 
of the Chechen capital, the 
Interfax news agency re- 
ported. 

Interfax said there was 
heavy shelling by the Rus- 
sians of Chechen-held posi- 
tion: in the southwestern pan 

of the wrecked capital. U said 
the city’s stubborn defenders 
appear to have driven Rus- 
sian troops back from a key 
road. 

Apartment buildings were 
in flames, it said, and civi- 
lians were either fleeing or 
hiding in their cellars. 

Interfax also reported 
dashes in towns south and 
west of Grozny, areas still 
under Chechen control more 


than two months after Rus- 
sian troops invaded to stamp 
out Chechenya’s self- 
declared independence. 

Although Russia has 
achieved onlv partial control 
of the feisty fitile breakaway, 
the new Moscow-designated 
prime minister of Chechenya 
& promising free elections 
and a referendum on 
sovereignty. 

"We will build peace, hold 
free elections and bring about 
voluntary disarmament — 
but (Chechen rebel leader 
Dzhokhar) Dudayev must 
leave power," Solambek 
Khadjiev, a former Soviet 
chemical industry minister, 
said Friday. 

Speaking at Russian milit- 
ary headquarters in Mozdok, 
Mr. Khadjiev said he hoped 


to go to the Chechen capital 
on Saturday to take up his 
new duties. He said he in- 
formed Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin of the makeup 
of his new government on 
Thursday. 

•Mr. Khadjiev’s comments 
came as an international hu- 
man rights group in Moseow 
condemned Russian forces 
for “gross abuses” in 
Chechenya and said civilian 
suffering is spreading. 

Mr. Khadjiev, who claims 
he was elected by the 
Chechen opposition’s pro- 
visional council, told repor- 
ters: "We also need a re- 
ferendum on sovereignty — 
we’ve agreed this with the 
federal powers.” 

Meanwhile a black cloud of 
oily smoke darkened the 


skies over Grozny after a 
night of heavy Russian shell- 
ing, witnesses said. 

It was not clear wba: has 
caused the smoke in the city . 
a major oil refining centre, 
since reporters were unable 
to reach Grozny from the 
rebel side. 

Officials in Moseow and 
Nazran, capital of neighbour- 
ing Ingushetia, said they had 
not heard of any major fire. 

Russian artillery pounded 
Chechen positions outside 
Grozny throughout the night 
and into Saturday, eying to 
stop Chechen infiltration of 
the city and cut off routes ' srafce." 


PARIS (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 
struggled to put a damaging 
Franco- American spy row 
behind him on Saturday as 
rivals in the presidential race 
charged it had ridiculed 
French foreign policy. 

The Socialist Party, whose 
candidate Lionel Jospin is 
snapping at Mr. Bahadur’s 
heels in the campaign for the 
April-May election, said the 
dispute showed the conserva- 
tive premier was ill-suited for 
the job of head of stale. 

Socialist leader Henri 
Emmanuelli urged Mr. Balla- 
dur to "end the government 
cacophony over a fantastic 
spy affair which threatens our 
country’s image." Party 
spokesman Jean Giavany 
echoed: “The dignity of 
France in the world is at 


into the capital. 

The rebels say they wil! 
eventually take their fight to 
the mountains south of Groz- 
ny. 


The French constitution 
i gives the president the last 
j say in foreign and defence 
policy. 

J The row over publicity 


given to France's request to 
Washington to recall five 
Americans, including four di- 
plomats it accused of indust- 
rial and political espionage, 
has embarrassed Mr. Balla- 
dur and divided his govern- 
ment. 

"The incredible has be- 
come credible — what if Bal- 
ladur, pushed by Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua, 
were suddenly forced to 
make anti-Americanism one 
of the pillars of his presiden- 
tial campaign?" asked the lef- 
tist daily Liberation. 

“The more than careless 
management of the crisis is 
ridiculing France and those 
who claim to govern it." 

Mr. Balladur has signalled 
that he wanted to defuse the 
dispute, saying: “I don’t 
think anyone will make any 
more comments." 

He followed his own advice 
on Saturday and remained 
tight-lipped on the row, re- 
ceiving a delegation of textile 
industry trade unions at his 


Malign on mansion. 

France’s business minister 
meanwhile called for an end 
to the wax of words over the 
alleged U.S. spying. But his 
criticism of tough talk by Mr. 
Pasqua indicated the issue 
remained a political hot pota- 
to. 

"I’d like things to calm 
down. The calls in that regard 
by the prime minister must be 
heard throughout the world," 
said Business Minister Alain 
Madelin in a French TV in- 
terview. 

But Mr. Madelin said the 
calls "must get across the 
Mediterranean referring ;o 
Mr. Pasqua, who was on a 
tour of Africa. 

Mr. Pasqua supports con- 
servative Mr. Balladur in the 
April presidential election, 
while Mr. Madelin supports 
conservative Paris Mayor 
Jacques Chirac in the race. 
Mr. Balladur has slipped in 
recent polls and critics accuse 
Mr. Pasqua of using the di- 

( Continued on page 7) 
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Home & Middle East News 


Fears on the rise in 


Lebanon of massive 
Israeli attack 


BEIRUT (R) — Fears are 
growing in Beirut that Israel 
may launch a wide-scale op- 
eration in South Lebanon af- 
ter its repeated bombard- 
ment of civilian areas and 
widening of a fishing block- 
ade against the region’s sea- 
ports. 

A government minister 
said late on Thursday that 
Lebanon had begun a flurry 
of diplomatic contact to stop 
the situation worsening on 
one of the last active Arab- 
Israeli frontlines. 

“There is grave concern in 
Lebanon of widening of this 
(sea) blockade and of wide 
military operations.’' the 
minister, who declined to be 
named, told reporters. 

Lebanese Foreign Ministry 
Secretary-General Zafer A1 
Hassan was to hold talks on 
Friday with ambassadors of 
the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council 
to probe their willingness to 
back a formal complaint by 
Beirut on the Israeli aggres- 
sion. 

Eight Lebanese civilians 
were wounded by shellfire on 
Thursday from Israeli forces 
occupying a South Lebanon 
border zone, in response to 
guerrilla attacks that wound- 
ed one Israeli soldier and an 
allied militiaman. 

Israeli gunboats simul- 
taneously extended a two- 
week naval blockade against 
fishermen in the port of Tyre 
to Sidon. South Lebanon’s 
biggest port, saying if they 
sail at night or venture more 
than one kilometre from the 
short they risk being fired on. 

"The Lebanese concern 
stems from the Israeli aggres- 
sions and the expansion of 
the blockade. Yesterday it 
was imposed on tyre today 
Sidon, tomorrow no one 
knows.” the minister said. 

Labour Minister Abdullah 
Ai Amin, a close friend of 
Syria, said on Thursday 
Lebanon could shell Israeli 
towns and villages if Israel 
continued to bombard South 
Lebanon town and villages. 

“If the aggression expands 
we have the ability to disturb 
the Israelis wherever they 
are. If the aggression expands 
to reach (Lebanese) towns 
and villages we are able to 
reply in the same way by 
shelling towns and villages in 


Israel,” Mr. Amin said. 

Mr. Amin expressed anger 
at the United States, saying it 
was responsible for the fre- 
quent Israeli shelling in South 
Lebanon. 

“The United States has 
threatened Lebanon it will 
revert to the veto if Lebanon 
complains to the United Na- 
tions,” he added. 

But the Foreign Ministry in 
Beirut instructed its ambassa- 
dor in Washington Riad Tab- 
bara to hold “speedy con- 
tacts” with the American 
administration over the situa- 
tion in South Lebanon. 

Mr. Tabbara was expected 
to meet soon with Robert 
Pelle treau. U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for Middle 
Eastern affairs, “to demand 
the United States interfere to 
pressure Israel to end the 
attacks and the blockade.” 
the minister said. 

Beirut also told its U.N. 
Ambassador Samir Mubarak 

f i consult with United Na- 
ons Secretary-General 
outros Ghali on the feasibil- 
ity of Beirut lodging a formal 
complaint. 


“In light of these contacts, 
there mil be an assessment 
whether to... file a complaint 
or not,” the minister said. 

Lebanese politicians have 
said Israel enforced the 
blockade to force the 
Lebanese army to ease secur- 
ity checks on residents 
travelling to and from Israel’s 
occupation zone in the south. 

Lebanon — arguing pro- 
Israeli agents from the zone 
were behind a December 
bombing that killed three 
people in Beirut — has re- 
fused to ease the* checks 
which it said were legitimate. 


Israel, though vowing to 
pursue guerrillas beyond the 
border zone, said this week it 
would avoid a repetition of 
massive campaigns like its 
ferocious 1993 air-and- 
amllery onslaught which kil- 
led ISO civilians and sent tens 
of thousands of Lebanese 
villagers fleeing. 

The week-long campaign, 
launched in -retaliation - for 
rocket attacks on Israel, was 
stopped by a U.S. -brokered 
agreement in which the Jew- 
ish state and the guerrillas 
pledged to refrain from 
attacking civilian centres. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on 
Saturday meets a committee in charge of 


organising a conference in Italy on Jordan’s 
history (Petra photo) 


Turin to host international 


conference on Jordan’s history 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Saturday 
emphasised the importance 
of a planned international 
conference on the history and 
archaeology of Jordan and 
said it would help further 
highlight the country's anti- 
quities and historical import- 
ance. 

Speaking at a meeting at 
the Royal Court with the 
committee which is preparing 
for the conference to be held 
in the Italian city of Turin in 
June, Prince Hassan express- 
ed hope that the conference 


would further focus light on 
Jordan's ancient and modem 
history. 

The committee, led by pro- 
fessor Georgjo Gullini, head 
of the centre in Turin Uni- 
versity which is organising 
the conference briefed the 
Crown Prince on the prepara- 
tions for the meeting, which 
will be held under the title:* 
The Use of Land and Settle- 
ment Throughout the Va- 
rious Ages.” 

The six-day conference is 
expected to review 105 re- 
search papers presented by 
delegates from Europe, the 


United States and Jordan. 

The committee groups 
heads of archaeology depart- 
ments at the University of 
Jordan. Yarmouk University 
and Muta University, in addi- 
tion to the beads of archaeol- 
ogy research centres operat- 
ing in Jordan. 

Saturday's meeting was 
attended by Her Highness 
Princess Sumayya Bint AJ 
Hassan and Dr. Ghazi 
Bisheh, director general of 
the Department of Anti- 
quities, and Italian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan RomuaJdo Bet- 
ti ni. 


Settlers 

strike 

Palestinians 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (R) — Scores of Jewish 
settlers kicked and shoved 
Palestinian worshippers on 
Saturday next to the Hebron 
Mosque where a settler killed 
more than 30 Palestinians at 
prayer one year ago, witnes- 
ses said. 


They said Israeli soldiers 
standing guard near the mos- 
que did little to stop about 60 
settlers from trying to block 
Palestinians from entering 
the mosqne, where Muslims 
were gathering to observe the 
holiday of Lailat Al Qadr. 

Settlers also shoved news 
photographers at the scene. 

Occupied Herbron, long a 
flashpoint of Arab-Jewish 
violence, exploded on Feb. 
25, 1994, when U.S.-bora 
Jewish settler Baruch Gold- 
stein sprayed automatic fire 
on kneeling Arabs before 
survivors of the massacre 
beat him to death. 


Last week, in scenes re- 
miniscent of the seven-year- 
long Palestinian uprising, 
Israeli soldiers shot dead 
one Arab and wounded seven 
others in Hebron during de- 
monstrations marking the 
anniversary of the massacre. 

Two days later hundreds of 
settlers defied threats of pro- 
secution and rabbinical con- 
demnation to hold a memo- 
rial service at Goldstein’s 
grave in the Hebron-area set- 
tlement of Kiryat Araba. 


Greece: Cyprus key to EU-Turkey union 


ATHENS (R) — Greece said 
on Friday its objections to a 
European Union (EU) cus- 
toms agreement with Turkey 
would be lifted only if a 
specific timetable was set for 
the accession of Cyprus to the 
EU. 

Government spokesman 
Evangelos Venizelos said 
Athens wants an existing ELI 
document to say talks with 
Cyprus "will start” within six 
months after a 1996 inter- 
governmental conference in- 
stead of "could start.” 

“If the phrasing is put this 
way — something that is 
accepted by the EU’s French 
presidency — then the Greek 
government will agree (to the 
customs union). Our position 
is clear,” Mr. Venizelos told 


the 15-member EU. and Mr. 
Venizelos said he was confi- 
dent other member states 
would accept the Greek de- 
mand. 

"I don’t see any reason not 
to accept it.” he said. 


reporters. 

The Greek position was 
transmitted on Thursday to 
France, current president of 


Greece adopted in princi- 
ple the customs union deal 
with Turkey during an EU 
foreign ministers' meeting on 
Feb. 6 but later rejected it. 
setting four new conditions. 

They included more speci- 
fic dates and procedures on 
EU membership for Cyprus, 
a reduction in money offered 
to Ankara, and more aid to 
Greece’s textile industry, ex- 
pected to suffer from closer 
ties between the EU and 
Turkey. f 

Mr. Venizelos said Athens 
insisted on all four conditions 
but stressed that the Cyprus 
issue was the most important. 


Closer EU-Turkey rela- 
tions have been blocked for 
years by the row between 
Athens and Ankara over 
Cyprus. 

France has been seeking 
ways to meet Greece’s new 
demands before a planned 
“association council” with 
Turkey on March 6, on the 
sidelines of a regular meeting 
of EU foreign ministers. 

It offered Greece a 
counter-proposal to its four 
demands on Wednesday 
when Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter for European Affairs 
George Mangakis travelled 
to Paris for talks with the 
French government. 

On Thursday Athens sent 
its answer to the French but 
did not make it public. 

If an agreement is reached. 
France would take the deal to 
the other EU members for 
approval. Mr. Mangakis said. 


The customs union, which 
foresees sharp two-way re- 
ductions in trade barriers by 
1996, would give Turkey 
some of the closest links to 
the EU of a non-member 
country and unblock as much 
as SI billion in aid. 


Greece’s objections are not 
the only ones the French 
must overcome before the 
customs deal is in the final 
stretch. 

The European Parliament 
cast further doubt on the deal 
last week when it said Tur- 
key's human rights record 
was not good enough for the 
agreement to be allowed to 
go through at present. . 


Under the Maastricht 
Treaty on economic and 
monetary union the parlia- 
ment, the ELTs only directly 
elected body, has the power 
to block such deals. 


•lung by Palestinian attacks, Israel brings in foreign workers 


By Dan Perry 

The Associated Press 
TEL AVIV — Construction 
worker Ion Tofei. attracted 
by wages far higher than in 
his native Romania, arrived 
in Israel this week to take 
over the kind of job until 
recently held by Palestinians. 

The 52-year-old welder is 
among tens of thousands of 
foreign labourers streaming 
to the Jewish state to replace 
Palestinians as part of Israel's 
emerging separation from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The foreigners are picking 
fruit at farms in central 
Israel, building interchanges 
on the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem 
highway, and even handling 
bags at the airport. 

"If Palestinians can find 
jobs in their own areas, that 
is more natural and hetter.” 
said government spokesman 
LIri Dromi Monday. "The 
less we are together the bet- 
ter." 

Aimed at preventing furth- 
er attacks, the separation 
policy is a sharp departure 
from the initial hopes for 
peaceful economic integra- 
tion that arose when the 


Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord 
was signed in September 
1993. 

It is also worsening an 
already desperate situation in 
the Palestinian areas, still 
heavily dependent on the in- 
come from jobs in Israel. 

But a wave of bombings 
against Israelis by opponents 
of the peace process has con- 
vinced many Israelis that the 
best option for the moment is 
divorce. Since October. 56 
Israelis have died in such 
attacks. 

After the most recent 
attacks, a suicide bombing 
that killed 21 Israelis in cen- 
tral Israel on Jan. 22. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin sea- 
led off the Palestinian areas 
and appointed officials to 
come up with a plan for 
making the separation 
permanent. 

In talks with the Israelis. 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has noted that the 
growing economic despair is 
feeding support for the ex- 
tremists and filling their 
ranks. 

"We are reallv worried ab- 


out this phenomenon." said 
Shaher Saed, head of the 
Genera! Federation of 
Labour Unions in the West 
Bank. “Once the Palestinian 
workers lose their jobs in 
Israel... they cannot find jobs 
in the West Bank and Gaza.” 

He said unemployment in 
the West Bank, where about 
one million Palestinians live, 
rose to 51 per cent since the 
closure. 

Mr. Dromi said foreign in- 
vestment and joint Israeli- 
Arab industrial parks will 
eventually provide the 
Palestinians with work. But 
the foreign aid is coming in 
slowly, and Mr. Dromi 
admitted the industrial parks 
are at least two years away. 

Meanwhile. Palestinians' 
hopes that peace will bring a 
measure of prosperity are 
fading away. 

Construction worker 
Mohammad Othman from 
the West Bank village of Yat- 
ta said he has earned only 220 
shekels ($73) from odd jobs 
in the month since the clo- 


sure. 

"I do not want to steal. 1 
do not want beg." said Oth- 


man. 43. who added he is 
feeding his 13-member family- 
on a diet of lentils and bread. 
“I am in despair.” 

Israel, meanwhile, appears 
to be breaking free of the 
dependence on Palestinian 
labour, which had gradually 
built up over 28 years of 
occupation. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
reported this week that fluc- 
tuations in the number of 
Palestinian workera would no 
longer affect Israeli prices.;. 
Housing prices went up by 
one-third last year, in part 
because of frequent closures 
of the West Bank and Gaza. 

"Those who suffer are the 
'Palestinian workers and not 
the employers.” said Yaron 
Angel, who has replaced 
most of the West Bankers in 
his Jerusalem bakery with 
Arabs from Jerusalem who 
are not restricted by the clo- 
sure. "We can manage with- 
out them." 

As the numbers of foreign 
workers in Israel grew to 
70.000 this month, the gov- 
ernment said it will reissue 
permits to 15.000 Palesti- 
nians. But onlv about 1.000 


have returned to work so far. 

"For me it is great,” said 
Mr. Tofei. sharing a lunch of 
bread and tapwater with a 
Romanian colleague at his 
construction site. 

He said the S600 he expects 
to save each month are five 
times what he earned in 
Romania and represent his 
only hope of buying a home 
for his wife and two children 
in his hometown of Suceava 
in northern Romania. 

"The foreign workers are 
OK. but they are slower than 
the Palestinians, and they get 
drunk more often." said Mr. 
Tofei’s foreman, who would 
not give his name. He sniffed 
the bottle, saying he had 
caught another group drink- 
ing vodka on the job. 

Some Israeli officials are 
warning that the influx of 
foreigners could create yet 
another social problem in 
Israel. 

Labour Minister Ora 
Namir has warned against re- 
peating the experience of 
Germany, where millions of 
Turkish workers brought in 
since the 1960s have re- 
mained. 


Lawmaker Avraham Poraz 
from the liberal Merctz Party 
noted the plight of about 250 
Romanian workers and 50 
Thais stranded in a shanty 
town beside a construction 
site near Tel Aviv since their 
employer went bankrupt and 
disappeared with their pass- 
ports in December. 

At the site Monday, many 
of the workers, who have 
been subsisting largely on 
handouts and their meager 
savings, said they regretted 
coming. 

"The Israelis treat us like 
animals,” said Grigori 
Matiesi. a 47-year-old from 
Romania. “We live here 
eight to a room, without elec- 
tricity or heating. No one 
cares about us. It’s inhu- 


man. 

Dolin Peretz, a spokes- 
woman for the Histadrut 
Labour Federation, said the 
union was trying to help re- 
solve such problems with leg- 
al aid and. in some cases, 
food handouts. 

“The Histadrut is disgusted 
by the treatment of the fore- 
ign workers by the construc- 
tion companies.” she said. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mitterrand in Egypt on private visit 


ASWAN, Egypt (R) — French President Francois Mitter- 
rand arrived in die southern Egyptian resort town- of 
Aswan on Thursday for a week-long private visit, officials 
said on Saturday. Mr. Mitterrand usually spends th£ 
Christmas and New Year holidays cruising up the NBe from; 
the undent pharaonic capital Luxor to Aswan, but couE£ 
not do so this year due to ill-health, they said. News offc^ 
arrival was delayed until Saturday for security reasons.’ 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was due to visit Mr^ 
Mitterrand in Aswan within the next two days, die official 
said. The French leader would then go to an area i$ 
southern Sinai known as Sl Catherine’s, site of an antieot^ 
monastery believed to be the burial site of the legendary 
martyr of Alexandria. Mr. Mitterrand is expected to head 
back to France on March 1, they said. 



2 Pakistanis killed in road smash in Cyprus; 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Two Pakistani students were killed, 
instantly in a road smash in Cyprus early Saturday when 
their motorbike was hit by a car driven by a British soldier,-:; 
police said. Khan Atfaar Hussain, 18 ana his cousin Khan 
Amir, 21, were thrown from the bike and the car driven by 
Sergeant Gareth Austin crashed into a sign on the .road 
between the southern town of Larnaca and the British base, 
of Dhekelia further southeast. Mr. Austin, who fled; die 
scene, was arrested several hours later at his home in.the 
village of Oroklini and was helping police with inquiries, 
the Cyprus News Agency said. Police said the motorcycle 
had been ahead of the car which was being driven at 
excessive speed. Another British soldier in the car was 
slightly injured. and was treated at Larnaca hospital. 


Israeli firemen worked secretly in Somalia radio 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ten Israeli firemen worked secretly 
for nine months in Somalia to help build two firestations 
even though the two countries do not have diplomatic ties, 
Israel Radio said Saturday. The 10 were sent to Somalia- 
last year by a private firm, Tahuf based in Nazareth, after a 
U.N. international appeal to build a firestation at the 
airport in Mogadishu, the radio said. Before they arrived in 
Somalia the fire-fighting experts trained about 40 Kenyans 
in Nairobi who also helped in the construction work, which 
included a second station dose to the U.S. embassy in the 
Somali capital. One of tbe fireman, Gideon Leb, told how 
one of the Israelis was slightly wounded by a shell which feD 
onto foe building site. He added he had also been 
threatened with death by foe bead of one of the warring 
Somali factions, but foe man was later arrested 
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‘Tortured’ pilot sues 
Kuwait for damages 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Kuwaiti government is to de- 
fend itself in a British court 
against allegations it assisted 
in the torture of one of its 
own officers after the Gulf 
war, the Independent re- 
ported Saturday. 

The unprecedented legal 
action, to be heard next- 
month, has been -brought: by 
Suleiman Al Asdani, a for- 
mer Kuwaiti pilot, who is in 
hiding in Britain after receiv- 
ing death threats, said the 
paper. 

British courts have histor- 
ically ruled that foreign gov- 
ernments are immune from 
prosecution in Britain, but 
last year, in a landmark deci- 
sion, tbe court of appeal 
allowed Mr. Adsani to serve 
writs for compensation on 
Kuwait through the British 
legal system. 

It accepted there was a real 
risk to his life in taking action 
through foe Kuwaiti courts. 

Mr. Adsani also issued 
writs against three members 
of Kuwait’s ruling family, 
said the Independent. 

Britain’s Foreign Office 
was asked to serve the writs 
last summer and the defen- 
dants have since appointed 
lawyers in Britain, added the 
paper. 

Kuwait is understood to be 
arguing that, under the rules 
of immunity, it cannot be 
held liable for acts of torture 
in its own country, but Al 
Adsani is arguing he was 
tortured with the knowledge 
and assistance of the Kuwaiti 
government. 

When the Iraqis invaded 
Kuwait, Mr. Adsani stayed in 
the country, and was asked to 
hide a video-tape from the 
invaders which allegedly de- 
picted one of the most senior 
members of the the ruling 
family. Sheikh Jabar AI 
Sabah Al Saud Al Sabah, 
being intimate with women. 
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Mr. Adsani says foe tape 
was then distributed without! 
his knowledge. ; 

After liberation, Mr.' A 
Adsani claimed the sheikh! •' 
began a witch-hunt of those; 
responsible for foe tape’s dis-; 
tribution, and more than 140! 
Kuwaitis were rounded up! 
and held without charge. | 

.■ In May 1991, the- sheikh 1 
and another member of the! 
ruling family, Sheikh Talal! 
Fahd Al Ahmad Al Sabah,; 
came to Mr. Adsani's door-’ 
with a henchman, it is! 
claimed. • 

Mr. Adsani says he was; 
whipped with guns, forced; 
into a jeep and taken to! 
prison. j 

Under threat of death, he; 
signed a confession, and was; 
released. ; 

Mr. Adsani alleges be later: 
went to foe sheikh’s palace to 1 
help him find remaining! 
copies of the tape, and was; 
taken to a room, containing;; 
two petrol-soaked mattres-j 
ses. The sheikh lit a match, 
leaving him in the room to! 
suffer 25 per cent burns be-f 
fore foe fire was put out. ; 

The sheikh allegedly then; 
said he would shoot Mr.; 
Adsani, but foe officer re- 
plied that his fathher knewi 
where he was and was expect- ; 
ing him home. 

Mr. Adsani was taken to a • 
hospital and warned not to; 
tell anyone. 

His father took him to; 
London, where he has been ; 
ever since. ; >*■• 

Keith, Carmichael 
Redress Trust, which has; 
been helping Mr. Adsani pre- ; 
pare the case, said: “Oar ■ 
hope is that this case will not ; 
go to court but that Kuwait will ! 
recognise its responsibility ; 
and compensate him. 

“He should not have to! 
endure more pain and suffer- : 
ing from a protracted legal ; 
process.” 
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PROGRAMME TWO 

17:00 Cocoitcs Minutes 

17:30 Quo Lc Micllucr Gagne 

28:00 Eruka J’ai Tout Faux 

!WW News In French 

39:35 Ushuaia 

19:30 Profiles of the Muslim World 

20:00 Erebus 1 * Aftermath" 

21:00 Step by Step 

21:30 Heartbeat 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Feature film: “Top Secret" 
23:59 Tin Wc Meet Again 
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01:46 Fajr 

06:04 (Sunrise! Doha 

11:49 Dhuhr 

15:03 ‘Asr 

17:33 Maghreb 

18:51 “Mia 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary o t Nazareth Church 
Sweflleh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

Sr. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Amnmdatnia Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 


Temtaacta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of tbe Annunriadoa Tel. 
623541. 

Angflran Church Tel. 630851. Td. 

628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Ar menian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 7717S1. 
Amman International Church Td. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
834328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nnareoe Td. 675691. 
Tbe Evangelical Local Church hi 
Amman 
Td. 811295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent. 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Temperatures arc expected to 
drop slightly with doudy to partly 
cloudy and winds westerly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be north- 
erly moderate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 5/15 

Aqaba 12 / 22 

Dcscna 4 1 16 

Jordan Valley 11/20 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhlcs Haiasa 819220 

Dr. Shabanch Al Izzah 753774 

Dr. Shtaiwi Abu Zaycd 737962 

Dr. Khalil AI Tusluq 615715 

Rras pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdcws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Safem pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBXD: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanv (— ) 

Alquds pharmacy ( — t 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halasch 982799 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

CMl Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 631321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Com plain u 7S7IH 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdaii < dephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authonty 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Aboali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka S9I6II/I5 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 
Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)953323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sitta Hospital (09)986732 

Ai Hikau Modern Hospital (04)990990 

[RflUh 

Princess Basina Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

(bn Al Nifcca Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hrn Hospital (CB)314I1] 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


ms Manama (GF) 

I4£5 Moscow (SU) 

2WS Cairo CMS) 

ZfcZO Beirut (ME) 

22d5 Istanbul (TK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 

TRAIN 


ftp. 

Arr. 

Dq, 

Ait. 


(RJ) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian 
Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


(RJ) 


95:30 Bangkok (RJ) 

•7=45 Aqaba (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

*'-45 Damascus (RJ) 

Larnaca (RJ) 

0fe55 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

l0:1 * Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain. (Rj) 

17.ri» New York. Amsterdam (Rjj 

17:29 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

*7:55 London (RJ) 

18:18 Madrid, Geneva (RJi 

Athens (RJ) 

Vienna (RJ) 

30:90 FranldurtfRJ) 

20KW Rome (RJ) 

*--» CtiiolRjj 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

W--30 Aqaba (RJ, 

9fc25 Amsterdam. New York (RJ 

Frankfurt (I 

lfc55 Vienna 

ns99 Rome 

11:25 Tunis. Casablanca 

11=50 Athens 

20:15 Cairo 

20:45 Jeddah 

2fc45 New Delhi 

2ft45 — Damascus 

29*5 Aqaba 

21:25 Abu Dhabi, Dubai 

21=45 D bah ran 

22.-06 Singapore, Jakarta 

22r36 Bangkok 


84)0 every Mood*) 
54X5 pjn. every MoadQ 
7J0UR. every Sunty 
5K»pjn. every SawSf 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppoflower prkc in Hb per if. 


RJ) 


22*5 Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

07:25 Rome (AZ) 

13J9 Doha. Muscat (GF) 

1*95 Moscow (SU) 

Cairo (MS) 

9239 Amsterdam (KL) 


Apple 70<V4)g 

Banana (Mukamiqar) 620 

Cabbage 120/W 

Carrot I®®? 

Cauliflower 120 f W 

Cucumbers (lane) 140/ W0 

Cucumbers (small) 300/200 

Eggplant.... L 170/ MO 

Green Beanse — 4ffiA4jgv ; 

Marrow ftarp:) Vf 1 

Marrow (small) -■ 2SW2. 

S&=»f 

SgK-z: — "rs/S 


AMMAN 
institution 5 - 

lo 5; in 

Wy nionrh K 
issued tn th: r: 
resume reg^r . 
Ministry o': A 1 *; 
that it was o:^- 
Feb. 2h. :hr K 
Qadr which 


Kabarit 


AMMAN 
has recen 
Hamad B< 
invitation 

dor to Jo 


Ministry 


prepare 

Damen-M asri instr 
ki, ^febratiV.ns mari 




^s.consribuiions 
*n Jordan 










j Foreign ministry team to find 
[premises for office in Gaza 


3 Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - A Forei 
team heads for the 

wT Qiaa Strip on 
for a visit primarily 
aimed at finding suitable pre- 
m * ses locate a Jordanian 
representative office which 
J" 1 coordinate with the 
(PNA^e ^ at ' 0na ^ Authority 

The Jordan News Agency, 
" ea ?» .said the delegation 
would be led by Ahmad A1 
Hisban and will include 
Ahmad Mbeideen and Saeed 
Abdul Hameed 

Officials said the PNA had 
been informed of the visit, 
and officials from the self- 
nile authority would be meet- 
ing the delegation and assist- 
ing it during its stay in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Jordan agreed to open a 
representative office in the 
Gaza Strip during talks held 
between His Majesty King 
Hussein and Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
Amman in late January. 

Those talks also led to the 
signing of a broad accord on 
coordination and cooperation 


between Jordan and the self- 
rule authority as well as 
agreements on sectoral coop- 
eration. 

The officials noted that in 
view of the agreements 
signed, it was most essential 
that Jordan maintains an 
office in the Gaza Strip to 
closely coordinate with the 
PLO-led PNA on various 
technical issues. 

It was not immediately 
clear what status Jordan was 
planning to give to the prop- 
osed office in Gaza, whether 
it will be named an interests 
section, a “contact" bureau 
or a “representative" office. 

Bat, said an official, 
“whatever the name, the 
office will fill in a vital slot in 
Jordanian -Palestinian coop- 
eration and act as a key refer- 
ence point for technical issues 
related to both sides." 

At one point earlier, it was 
reported that Mr. Mbeideen, 
who now heads the informa- 
tion section of the foreign 
ministry, was to head the 
office in Gaza. But Mr. 
Mbeideen himself denied the 
report and said be was not 
aware of any plans by the 
ministry. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 


Karim Kabariti was reported- 
ly planning to visit the Gaza 
Ship early this month, but a 
short-notice meeting in 
Washington on Feb. 12 with 
his Egyptian. Israeli. Palesti- 
nian and American counter- 
parts appeared to have 
preempted the visit. 

The officials said the de- 
legation leaving on Sunday 
will locate a suitable building 
to house the Jordanian repre- 
sentative office, and that Mr. 
Kabariti might visit the Gaza 
Strip to formally open it. 

Egypt, Morocco and Tuni- 
sia have either opened similar 
offices or announced their 
intention to do so. Several 
European countries have also 
established outposts in the 
Gaza Strip, ana some in the 
West Bank town of Jericho, 
which also went under 
Palestinian autonomy in 
May. 

The PLO has requested the 
Cairo-based 'general secretar- 
iat of the Arab League to 
consider the possibilities of 
locating branches of some of 
its affiliate organisations in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 
The precise status of the PLO 
request was not immediately 
known. 


‘Schoolmate says she saw murder victim 
riding in car with man and 2 . women’ 


By Rana Hnssemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ZARQA CAMP — A 10- 
year-old girl who was found 
murdered in Tabarbour 
Thursday was last seen rid- 
ing in a blue car with a man 
and two women, an eyewit- 
ness has said. 

“I saw Samar (the victim) 
waving good-bye and smil- 
ing to me as the car drove 
away," the eyewitness, a 
schoolmate of the victim, 
told the victim’s family. 

The body of Samar Has- 
san Ghouthein was disco- 
vered by a shepherd in die 
Tabarbour area of Amman 
two days after she was re- 


ported missing by her famdy 
who live in Zarqa camp. . 

“Police informed os Fri- 
day that they found Samar’s 
body in Amman lying near 
a pile of rocks, and we 
learned that she had been 
sodomised before she was 
lolled," a family member 
told the Jordan Times 
Saturday. 

According to the victim’s 
relative, Samar, a fifth- 
grader at the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) School 
in Zarqa, returned home on 
Wednesday and then went to 
run some errands ' for her 
mother. 

“Samar’s mother asked 


her to go to fife gill's aunt's 
bouse to- get some food. 
The aunt gave Samar a 
saucepan to give to her 
mother then the child left 
the bouse," the family 
member said. The relative 
said Samar's schoolmate 
told the family that she was 
walking in the street and 
saw Samar in a dark blue 
car waving at her, and 
“Samar was not seen after 
that." 

The relative said that 
Samar's family had no ene- 
mies and knows of no one 
who owns a dark blue car in 
the camp. 

“Until now we can't be- 
lieve what had happened to 


Samar or that she has died; 
and we have no idea who 
would commit such as ugly 
crime," she said. 

Samar, one of seven sibl- 
ings, comes from a family 
where both parents are un- 


Tbe Zarqa police chief 
refused to reveal any details 
and said that the case con- 
cerns the Amm an police. 

Amman Police Chief Bri- 
gadier General Adel 
Ansonti confirmed that the 
girl's body was found and 
that investigations were 
continuing into the crime. 

But, be added, “we do 
nbt know where the rape or 


killing took place, but what 
is more important to us at 
the moment is to find the 
kffler/s.’’ 

The police official said 
that the a u t ho r i t i es have no 
suspect, but added that 
“there are high hopes of 
finding him/them." 

Last year on March 12, 
Lo’ai Orriqat, an eight- 
year-old boy who was also 
reported missing in Zarqa 
was found sodomised and 
brutally murdered near AI 
Hasbemieft area four days 
after his disappearance. A 
57-year-old man who was 
arrested and confessed to 
committing the crime was 
executed in July. 


‘Government to protect Sawt Al Shaab workers ’ 


Awqaf minister opens 2 exhibitions 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
|of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
; Abdul Salam Abbadi Satur- 
i day opened an Islamic book 
exhibition and another ex- 
hibition highlighting the 
; achievements and activities 
•of his ministry in religious 
; guidance, haj and the care of 
‘mosques. 

Hie two exhibitions, which 
are to last until the end of the 
month of Ramadan, are 
being held at the King Abdul- 
lah Mosque in Amman. 

Several local publishing 


houses are taking pan In the 
exhibitions displaying an 
array of cultural, Islamic, so- 
da! and economic books. 

Upon opening the exhibi- 
tions, Dr. Abbadi said that 
they aim at promoting read- 
ing of religious books and 
spreading Islamic culture. 

According to Dr. Abbadi, 
the ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affaire has prepared an inte- 
grated plan far investment in 
awqaf lands with the 
purpose of raising income for 


ministry activities. He said it 
has submitted investment 
plans to file Orphans Fund 
and the Islamic Development 
Bank in order to secure funds 
for the Implementation of the 
plan. 

The ministry is already 
building a shopping centre in 
downtown Amman which is 
expected to cost ID 18 mil- 
lion, said the minister. 

He said the ministry 
attaches great hopes on the 
15-storey building project to 
ensure regular income. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Information Khaled Kara- 
ki Saturday said that the gov- 
ernment would protect the 
rights and interests of work- 
ers at Sawt Al Shaab Arabic 
daily which ceased publica- 
tion earlier this month. 

The publication, whose 
capital is primarily 
government-owned, was sus- 
pended indefinitely Feb. 13 
because of recurrent losses, 
and tbe Ministry of Industry 
and Trade subsequently dis- 
solved the Dar Al Shaab 
Company board of directors 
and appointed a new board 
chaired by Wasef Azar for a 
one year term. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
the president and members of 
the board of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) at bis 
office. Dr. Karaki said that 
the government was keen on 
protecting the rights and the 
future or the JPA members 


who used to work for the 
daily. 

A JPA source told the Jor- 
dan Tunes that the Ministry 
of Information emphaased 
that the 140 workers em- 
ployed by Sawt Al Shaab wQ] 
receive their full compensa- 
tion including their salaries 
for February. But their fate 
concerning employment 
could be determined by the 
company's general assembly 
meeting due on Feb. 28. 

During a discussion of JPA 
issues and tbe rights of jour- 
nalists, the minister said that 
the government was careful 
to ensure and protect the 
rights and interests of jour- 
nalists within tbe rule of law 
and respect of tbe majority’s 
views and decisions. 

The government is com- 
mitted to its policy statement 
presented to Parliament in 
which it pledged to coordin- 
ate and cooperate with the 
JPA in information, press 



Government to observe Eid starting Thursday 


AMMAN (Petra) — All government departments and public 
institutions will be closed Thursday through Sunday (March 2 
to 5) in celebration of the- Eid Al Fitr marking the end of the 
holy- month of -Ramadan, according to an official statement' 
issued by tbe prime minister’s office Saturday. Offices, wjll 
^resume regular work' on Monday March 6. Meanwhile, the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Saturday announced 
that it was organising a major religious celebration Sunday, 
Feb. 26, at the King Abdullah Mosque to celebrate Lailat Al 
Qadr which falls three days before the Eid Al Fitr. 

Kabariti invited to Qatar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
has received an invitation from his Qatari counterpart Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jassem Ben Jaber Al Thani to visit Qatar. The 
invitation was conveyed to Mr. Kabariti by Qatar's Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Nasser Abdul Aziz Al Nasser. 

Ministry prepares for Women's Day 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development Salwa 
Damen-Masri has instructured ministry departments to orga- 
nise celebrations marketing Women’s Day which falls on 
March 8. In a circular to ministry departments, Mrs. Damen- 
Masri said that celebrations should highlight Jordanian 
women's contributions to socio-economic development and 
construction in Jordan. 

Health minister returns from Europe 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Aref Batayneh 
returned to Amman Saturday after representing Jordan at 
meetings held in the United Kingdom, France and Ireland 
dealing with health and development. Dr. Batayneh repre- 
sented His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan at a health 
experts meeting held on Feb. 17 in Paris. 

S. Arabian dies in Azraq road accident 

AMMAN (Petra) — Abdullah Duseri, a Saudi Arabian 
national, died Saturday when a pick-up truck he was riding in 
collided with a bus on the Azraq highway. The driver of the 
pick-up truck, Suleiman Duseri, and another passenger,. 
Salem Duseri, also Saudi nationals were injured in the 
accident. 


Weather bureau predicts unstable conditions 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Weather Bureau Saturday said that 
unstable weather conditions are expected to affect Jordan 
Subday.' It said clouds will appear, and a noticeable drop, in 
temperatures was expected. 

Libya orders JD3.9m in Jordanian products 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Saturday said that Libyan importers have placed import 
orders worth JD3.9 million for Jordanian garments and shoes. 
It said that its office in Tripoli was facilitating arrangements 
for the exports noting that Jordanian firms have recently 
participated in a Libyan trade fair. 

CAA chief heads for talks in Manila 

AMMAN (Petra) — Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) Direc- 
tor General Ahmad Jweiber Saturday left for Manila at the 
head of a delegation on a several day visit to the Philippines. 
The delegation will meet with officials at the Philippine Civil 
Aviation Authority to discuss air transport matters. 

Nursing specialists return from U.S. 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The first ^roup of nurses sent to 
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. to acquire 
training in the treatment of cancer patients has returned to 
Amman. The nurses, who obtained master degrees in nursing, 
are to be employed at Al Amal Cancer Centre near the 
University of Jordan which is expected to become operative in 
four months. 

'95 CSC job applications number 20,875 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Service Commission (CSC) 
Saturday said that last year it received 20,875 applications 
from people seeking jobs in government departments Of 
these, it said, 9,075 were holders of university degrees. Until 
the end of last year the CSC had received a total of 110,890 
applications for work. 

JBA publishes book on GATT 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Businessmen’s Association 
(JBA) Saturday issued a book entitled “Focus on the GATT 
Treaty,” by researcher Abdul Halim Muheisen. The book, the 
eighth in a series of JBA publications focusing on trade and 
business, sheds light on the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) and what it means for Jordan. 



interfaith pilgrims pray and walk for peace through Jordan part of mission (Photos by Peter, an mterfaith pilgrim) 



Deputy Prime Mnistcr and Minister of In- 
formation Khaled Karaki Saturday meets 
with Jordan Press Association President Sulei- 


man Qndab. Abo attending the meeting were 
other senior ministry officials and JPA mem- 
bers (Petra photo) 


and media matters and in 
promoting the JPA’s profes- 
sional work and secure free- 
dom of the press, said Dr. 
Karaki. 

He lauded the role of the 
Jordanian media during the 
democratic transformation 
process in Jordan. 

For his part, JPA President 
Suleiman Qudah said the 
association was willing to 
cooperate with the ministry 
to ensure freedom, of the 
press and to solve-probiefns 
racing journalists.. ... Piiii.jvi. . 

He said the JPA was com- 


mitted to defending the rights 
of all journalists and Mil seek 
to guarantee that they remain 
employed. 

The JPA also is deter- 
mined to do all that it can to 
deal with those who violate 
the roles and ethics of the 
journalism profession and the 
JPA law. He said that the 
JPA will pursue efforts with 
the owners of weekly news- 
papers to ensure an end . to 
violations of rules. 

'-Discussion -that followed 
covered the future of the 
workers in Sawt AI Shaab 


daily, excesses by some 
weeklies which follow a pat- 
tern of exaggeration in deal- 
ing with news about crimes 
and inaccurate reporting of 
events. 

Several cases have been 
filed against some newspap- 
ers for alleged violations of 
the Press and Publications 
Law enacted in 1993. 

Ministry Secretary General 


Nayef Motda and Press and 
Publications Department 
Director Miohammad Amin 
were present at the meeting. 


Jordan to award contract 
to get water from Israel 


By Rana Sabba^i 

Reuter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment said on Saturday it 
had awarded a J5~million 
contract for a pipeline to 
carry up to 30 mflikm cubic 
metres of water from north- 
ern Israel in accordance 
with the terms of the peace 
treaty. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Saleh Irsheidat 
told Reuters the 3.5- 
kilometre steel pipeline 
would be built by a local 
firm and be operational by 
May 15. 

The pipeline will take wa- 
ter from Lake Tiberias into 
the 110-kilometre long King 
Abdullah Canal irrigating 
the Jordan Valley, andone- 
third of it will be inside 
Israel. 

Under the Oct. 26 peace 
treaty with Israel, Jordan 
could get over 150 million 
cubic metres of water from 


various sources if several 
dams and desalination 
plants are built, according 
to Jordanian officials. 

The 30-million cubic 
metres of water to be car- 
ried by the pipeline includes 
20 million cubic metres 
stored in Lake Tiberias. It 
would be pumped between 
May 15 and Oct. 15, and 
Israel would provide the 
rest, floodwater, in winter. 

Mr. Irsheidat said the 
European Union had 
appointed an Irish consul- 
tancy to set engineering 
terms of references for 
possible dams on the Jor- 
dan River. 

- He said the ministry also 
bad short-listed four con- 
sortiums of local and inter- 
national engineering firms 
to do a feasbility study crn a 
dam to regulate Yarroonk 
River waters entering the 
King Abdullah CanaT 

“We expect the study 
contract to be awarded 


sometime next week,” he 
said. 

Mr. Irsheidat said the 
proposed $7 milli on dam 
would yield up-to 70 million 
cubic metres of water a year 
by better diversion. Israel 
will also get some 25 miUkm 
cubic metres of water. A 
dam could be operating by 
early 1996. 

He said a local consul tan- 


OTH engineering firm, had 
completed preliminary stu- 
dies to develop the banen 
coast of the Dead Sea. 

The muffi-mOtion dollar, 
plan includes both infras- 
tructure and projects such as spa 
hotels to use the mineral- 
rich water for sports and to 
treat skin diseases. 

A master plan for 60 
square kilometres is to be 
shown to local and foreign 
investors. Israeli develop- 
ments on its side of the sea 
attract thousands of tour- 
ists. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled bom 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify the listed time 
and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


FILM 

'fr FOm mfirtwi “The lemming Tree” at the 
American Center at 2-JO p.m. 

PLAYS 

'fr Hay (In Arabic) entitled “You Are Not 
Yourself” at the Royal Cuftnral Centre at 
9:00 p.m. 

* Hay (to Arabic) entitled “The Mask” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at &30 p.m. 

POETRY FESTIVAL 

Poetry festival with the participation of 
Dr. Wafid Sayf and Dr. Izzuddin Mau- 
asrah at the Royal Cnttural Centre at 9ri)0 
p.m. 


rugs at tbe Baud BawMa House, Jabal 
Amman (Tel. 658696). 

i sfr Exhibi t io n of oO paintings by Sotwh Thr u , 
him at Al Bayraq Art Gafiery, Sports City 
intersection (TcL 688701). 

-6- Exhibition of handicrafts fay Wnmiig 
Kuynyian at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

■fr Photo exhibition at tbe Friends of Archaeol- 
ogy Centre. 

☆ cc Yotmg America” exhibit (with photo- , 
graphs featartog Americans of afi ages) at 
the .American Centre. 

* Exhibition of works by Qastm Al Samir at 
the Housing Bank Complex Gaflery. 


^ Display of Bad H«mMa now designs 


* Book frrfwhitiwn at the Royal Cnttural 
of Centre. 
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« World News 

Masked gunmen kill 20 Shi’ites 
in attacks on Karachi mosques 


KARACHI (R) — Masked 
gunmen killed 20 worehip- 
pere in dawn assaults on two 
Sni ite Muslim mosques in 
Pakistan’s southern city of 
Karachi Saturday, police 
said. r 

’The attacks, among the 
bloodiest in a series of tit-for- 
te 1 killings between militant 
Sunm and Shi’ite factions, 
raised fears of further vio- 
lence m Karachi, where 153 
people have died this month' 
in ethnic and sectarian un- 
rest. 

Javed Iqbal, deputy inspec- 
tor general of Karachi police, 
told a news conference that 
the identity of the assailants 


was not yet known and police 
had maw no arrests. 

He said gunmen fired 
Kalashnikov assault rifles at 
people praying at a Shi’ite 
place of worship, known as 
an Imambargah. in the east 
Karachi district of Pib Col- 
ony, at about 6.10 a.m. (0110 
GMT) before beginning their 
dawn-to-dnsk Ramadan fast. 

Three w or ship p ers died on 
the spot and three in hospital. 

Twenty minutes later, 
three armed men burst into 
the Mebffi-I-Mnrtaza Im- 
am bargah off Shabid-I-MiQat 
Road, killing six worshippers 
instantly. Eight died later of 
their wounds. One survived. 



A journalist records a statement of an injured person who 
was shot in the central district of Karachi by sniper fire. At 
least 20 people were killed as gunmen opened fire towards 
worshippers at two Shiite mosques (AJFP photo) 


but was in serious condition, 
Mr. Iqbal said. 

“We heard gunshots and 
came out of the house to see 
people mxminjg out of the 
mosque and drrnng away in a 
white car," Ghnlam AH, who 
lives nearby, told Reuters at 
the scene. 

“We went made and saw 
people lying in a pool of 
blood. Some of the wounded 
were crying and weeping," he 
said. 

Among the dead was the 
imam, or prayer leader, 
Maulvi Ayah Sabri, and 
three watchmen, one of 
whom had been forced from 
the entrance of the com- 
pound into the mosque at 
gunpoint. 

Iqbal said a police vehicle 
bad been guarding the Im- 
ambargah all night but had 
left the area minutes before 
the attack. 

Hassan Turatn, secretary- 
general of the militant Sbfite 
Tehrik-I-Jafria Pakistan 
(TJP), accused Sunni mili- 
tants of carrying out the kill- 
ings with the help of the 
government. 

“Sunni militants are de- 
finitely to blame, but the 
government cannot be par- 
doned for its involvement," 
be told Reuters. 

The activists of Shi’ite 
groups and their main Sunni 
rivals, the Sipah-I-Sababa 
Pakistan (SSP), have been 
the target of many. gun and 
bomb attacks in Karachi and 
elsewhere. 

There were no immediate 
claims of responsibility and 
SSP officials could not be 
reached for comment. 

Mohammad S alim Khan, 
the government-appointed, 
commissioner of Karachi, 
told the news conference that 
peace committees had been 
set up in the dty to try to 
defuse sectarian tension. 

The attacks followed a day 
of protests by Mamie mili- 


tants across Pakistan Friday 
against a Lahore High Conn 
decision to acquit two Christ- 
ians sentenced to hang for 

blasphemy. 

Police m Lahore said Fri- 
day they had used teazgas 
and batons to quell Sunni mid 
Shi’ite demonstrators and 
had arrested at least 150 peo- 
ple. A dozen people were 
wounded, inducing a police- 
man stabbed during a Shi’ite- 
Jed protest. 

Ethnic, sectarian and poli- 
tical violence killed at least 
800 people last year in 
Karachi, a metropolis of 12 
million people. 

Tension between Sunnis 
and minority Shi’ites has 
mounted in the current Mus- 
lim fasting month of Rama- 
dan in the bustfing port city, 
where gunmen shot dead six 
people Friday. 

Turabi said the sectarian 
violence was due to a plot by 
the United States, with the 
complicity of the Pakistani 
government, to crush Mus- 
Him by setting them against 
each other. 

“We will fight the govern- 
ment of Pakistan and the 
United States, who axe be- 
hind all these killings, instead 
of turning our guns on our 
Sunni brothers," he said. 

Shi’ites make up an esti- 
mated 15 per cent of Pakis- 
tan’s mainly Sunni popula- 
tion of around 125 million. 

A spokesman for the radic- 
al Sni’ite group Sipah-I- 
Mohammad accused the SSP 
of carrying out the mosque 
killings and blamed the gov- 
ernment for i gniting sectarian 
strife. 

“You can expect retalia- 
tion from the Shi’ite side 
soon,’’ said the spokesman, 
who asked not to be named. 

Mr. Iqbal said armed 
policemen had been posted at 
selected mosques in sensitive 
areas of Karachi. “Police will 
keep a round-the-clock 
vigil," he said. 


Mexico probe reveals 2 gunmen Cyclone 
killed presidential candidate Colosio continues 

MEXICO CITY IR1 — officials at the attorney have become Mexican nresi- faclIHIHOr 

Australia 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Police have arrested a second 
suspected gunman in the 
assassination last year of rat- 
ing party presidential candi- 
date Luis Donaido Colosio, 
Mexico's attorney general 
said Friday. 

The announcement, 
accompanied by charges that 
vital evidence in the case has 
been tampered with, left in 
ruins the theory put forward 
by investigators under the 
previous Mexican govern- 
ment that Mr. Colosio was 
shot by a lone assassin. 

The second gunman, iden- 
tified as Othon Cortes Vaz- 
quez, was detained Friday 
and is being questioned by 
police. Attorney General 
Antonio Lozano told a news 
conference. 

“The hypothesis of the 
single assassin is not sustain- 
able," Mr. Lozano said, 
adding that eyewitnesses and 
video recordings of the killing 
had “folly identified" Mr. 
Cortes as the second gun- 
man. 

News reports said Mr. 
Cortes, 38, worked at the 
Tijuana City Airport, but 


officials at the attorney 
general's office declined to 
give any details about his 
identity. 

Radio station Radio Red 
said Mr. Cortes appears only 
once in a record of the case 
published last year by a pre- 
vious investigator, where he 
is named simply as a witness 
and a ruling party supporter. 

“The murder... was the 
result of the action of various 
individuals," Mr. Lozano 
said. A newly discovered 
video recording "clearly 
shows collusion between 
several people.” 

Although he did not name 
any other suspects, three 
members of Colosio’s security 
detail have been held for 
months on suspicion of aiding 
and abetting in the murder. 

Colosio, the presidential 
candidate of the ruling Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party 
fPRI), was shot dead last 
March 23 at the end of a 
campaign rally in the north- 
ern dty of Tijuana, just over 
the border from San Diego. 
California,. 

Colosio, who as PRI candi- 
date was virtually certain to 


have become Mexican presi- 
dent, .died after being shot 
once in the head and once to ; 
the abdomen. 

A 24=year-old mechanic, 
Mario Aburto Martinez, was 
arrested at the scene and 
confessed to the shooting. 
Mr. Aburto, who claimed to 
have acted alone, was sent- 
enced to 45 years in prison 
last December. 

Kir. Lozano said Aburto 
fired the shot to Colosio’s 
head shortly before Mr. 
Cortes shot turn in the abdo- 
men. 

Mr. Lozano said the origin- 
al police investigation of the 
killing was full of “irregular- 
ities’’ and that "there is no 
doubt that the scene of the 
crime was manipulated." 

He said that a lead bullet 
found in a pool of Colosio's 
blood at the scene of the 
crime had been “sown" there 
and that the scene had bran 
“set up." 

Ballistics tests had shown 
that any bullet passing 
through Colosio’s body could 
not have ended up -in the 
position where it was found, 
ne said. 


Gramm launches U.S. presidential bid 


PERTH (R) — Rescue offi- 
cials were searching for eight 
fishermen missing alter a cyc- 
lone generating winds of up 
to 230 kilometres an hour 
hammered Australia’s north- 
west coast Saturday and be- 
gan moving inland. 

Police said two boats car- 
rying six fishermen bad been 
located, but one boat with 
three passengers and another 
with five were still missing 
after the fury of cyclone Bob- 
by moved in from the Indian 
Ocean early Saturday. 

“It could be that their com- 
munications systems are 
damaged or their boats have 
capsized — we just don’t 
know," Western Australian 
State Emergency Service 
duty officer Stuart Cowie told 
Reuters. 

Residents of the fishing vil- 
lage of Onslow, about 1,400 
kilometres north of Perth, 
bore the brant of the storm. 
Bobby hit the town early 
Saturday, tearing the roofs 
from about 20 homes, up- 
rooting trees and cutting 
power and water supplies. 



Young activists b e lo gging to Islamic refigfous 
parties chant slogans against the government 
of Pakistan; premier Benazir Bhutto outside 
the High Coart building. Lahore High Coart is 


Foot sues paper oyer spying claim 


LONDON (AP) — Michael 
Foot is suing Rupert Mur- 
doch and two of his Sunday 
newspapers for libel over a 
report the KGB regarded the 
former Labour Party leader 
as an important contact in the 
1960s. 

The report in the Sunday 
Times and News Of The 
World last Sunday also sug- 

money from K^^^^nts to 
finance his left-wing news- 
paper. 

“These allegations... ac- 
cuse him of treachery to his 
country and have been made 
even though the Sunday 
limes had every reason to 
believe they were untrue," 
David Price, Mr. Foot’s 
lawyer, said Friday. 

Mr. Foot, he said, “bolds - 
Mr. Murdoch personally re- 
sponsible for this McCar- 
thyite smear...” 

“Because of the gravity of 


these lies, Mr. Foot has de- 
cided to bring Rupert Mur- 
doch before the jury.” 

Mr. Foot, 81, who led 
Labour in opposition to the 
governing Conservatives 
from 1980 to 1983, has called 
the allegations “a big lie." 

“As far as I know I have 
never met or seen a KGB 
agent in my life," be told 
another national newspaper. 

Sunday Times editor John 
Withe row said Friday that 
the newspaper will “vigor- 
ously defend” the libel ac- 
tion. 

In a statement, he said the 
newspaper had never alleged 
Mr. Foot was a spy, but mat 
the KGB had regarded him, 
among others, as an “agent of 
influence." 

The Sunday Times based 
its report on interviews with 
Oleg Gordlevsky, a KGB col- 
onel who was also secretly 
working for British intelli- 
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British teenage 
runaway missing 

in Malaysia 

i KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
A 14-year^ld British boy is 
missing in Malaysia after Tie 
ran away from home, paying 
his way with his father s cre- 
dit card, the British High 

Commission said Saturday. 
Peter Kerry of London pil- 
fered his father's credit card 
to "pay for the 8,000- mile 
(13,000-kiloinetre) journey 
but said in a telephone call to 
his parents he was now broke 
and stranded. The British 
High Commission said 
they’ve had no word of the 
boy or fresh leads about his 
current whereabouts. “Were 
actively pursuing all possibili- 
ties to try and find him', and 
have been doing so since last 
night (Friday),’’ the duty 
officer at the .British High 
Commission said. A spokes- 
man at National Police Head- 
quarters in Kuala Lumpur 
said Saturday they have had 
no report of the incident and 
have not yet launched a 
search. “So far, no one has 
.filed a missing person’s re- 
port." Kerry was last sighted 
at a hctfel in Johor Baru, a 
port city on the Singapore 
border at the crossroads of 
the Malacca Straits. “We 
don’t know how he is .or 
where he is at tVihe mo- 
ment... We are very, very 
worried and desperate to 
know where he is,” his 
mother Pat Kerry told Reu- 
ters in London. “We are not 
angry with him . — we just 
want -him back. I can’t wait 
for him to come borne and to 
give him a big hug." Peter, 
who has often gone missing, 
disappeared Tuesday night 
-after being banned from 
going to a soccer match with 


reviewing the blasphemy case against Christ- 
lam youths Submit Masih and Rahmat Masffi, 
who were senten c ed to hang by a lower court 
(AFP photo) 


geoce, and six other former 
KGB officers. 

Col. Gordievsky, who de- 
fected to Britain in 1985, told 
the news agency Press Asso- 
ciation this week that the 
Sunday Times story was en- ' 
tirely correct." 

But in an interview with 
BBC Radio Saturday, 
Mikhail Lyubimov, a retired 
KGB colonel alleged to have 
recruited Mr. Foot, said CoL 
Gordievsky “hi telling half 
truths." 

Col. Lyubimov said agents 
often bfoifed thefr controDeis 
in Moscow to boost their own 
careers by inventing infor- 
mants. 

In a radio interview from 
Moscow this week, another 
of the Sunday Times’ 
sources, former KGB agent 
Viktor Kubeykm, said the 
newspaper took his remarks 
out of context. 


Defiant Mrs. Mandela flies to Burikna Faso 


OUAGADOUGOU (R) — 
A defiant Winnie Mandela 
flew into Burkina Faso to 
attend an African Film Fes- 
tival as South Africa’s deputy 
minister of culture, despite 
an order from President Nel- 
son Mandela to cancel the 
trip. 

Mts. Mandela, the 
estranged wife of the South 
African president, made no 
comment to reporters on the 
latest controversy to strike 
her when she arrived Friday 
nigfat. 

She was looking forward to 
the Pan African Film Festival 
’ winch opened Saturday and 
was strode by the poverty of 
west Africa compared to 
South Africa. 

“It’s depressing to see that 
in some ways Attica is still 


told reporters on the plane. 

Earlier Friday Mrs. Man- 
dela, South Attica’s deputy 
minister of arts, culture, sci- 
ence and technology, met Iv- 
ory Coast's Culture Minister 
Bernard Zadi Zaourou, who 
gave her a sculpture repre- 


senting an African woman, 
bolts of colourful woven 
doth, and a pair of tradition- 
al chiefs sandals. 

She also held talks with 
African Development Bank 
President Babacar Ndiaye. 

Sooth African presidential 
spokesman Parks Mankahla- 
na said Thursday that Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, on 
President Mandela’s instruc- 
tions, had told Mrs. Mandela 
to cancel the trip. 

“The deputy minis ter sub- 
sequently wrote to the presi- 
dent explaining why it was 
important to proceed with 
the trip. The deputy minister 
departed, as scheduled, be- 
fore the consultation on her 
resubmitted request could be 
completed,” he said. 

Mr. Mankahlana told Reu- 


nites required a minister to 
have the president’s permis- 
sion for any trip out of the 
country. “Mrs. Mandela (fid 
not have that permission 
when she left," be said. 

But a statement issued by 
Mrs. Mandela’s office Thurs- 


day night said die was visiting 
west Africa in her official 
capacity.' 

Mrs. Mandela was re- 
ported Saturday to be plan- 
ning to cut short the unautho- 
rised visit to west Africa. 

The Citizen newspaper of 
Johannesburg quoted her pri- 
vate secretary Alan Reynolds 
as saying Mrs. Mandela 
would return eariy bpt not 
before attending & meeting in ■ 
Ghana with President Jerry 
Rawlings and west African 
culture mmisteis. 

The paper quoted Mr. 
Reynolds as saying the meet- 
ing would end on Tuesday. 
Mrs. Mandela’s trip was ori- 
ginally due to iast two weeks. 

Mr. M a nk a h l an a said from 
Cape Town Saturday be (fid 


was ’planning to return early. 

Asked if there was any 
discussion of removing her 
from her post as deputy 
minister of arts, culture, sci- 
ence and technology^ Mr. 
Mankahlana said: “I don’t j 
know.” 


Cuba slams tough U.S. embargo proposal 


his father, younger brother 
and sister. His father John, 
59, said Peter was sulking 
after being scolded for leav- 
ing the family’s video collec- 
tion in a mess. Peter called 
home Thursday night to tell 
his parents he was in 
Malaysia. He said be had ran 
out of money and had been 
refused permission to stay at 
the Puteri Pan Pacific Hotel. 
The hotel’s general manager, 
Tom Mueller, said the hotel’s 
credit office refused to accept 
Kerry’s credit card, bnt 
allowed him to call home. 
“And, then he wandered 
off." 

Ingmar Bergman 
ordered out of 
writing studio 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — 
Perhaps they conld settle this 
with a game of chess. Neigh- 
bours of film director Ingmar 
Bergman want him to give up 
the rented one-room apart- 
ment where he wrote The 
Seventh Seal. “There are 
young people who need this 
apartment more than Berg- 
man does,” Jo akhn Gron- 
wall, the owner’s legal repre- 
sentative, said. Used only 
occasionally by Bergman as a 
writing studio, the room is 
empty most of the time. But 
Bergman, 76, is not about to 


HAVANA (R) — A senior 
Cuban offidal stemmed* prop- 
osed legislation to toughen 
the longstanding U.S. embar- 
go, saying nothing Washing- 
ton did would make Havana 
change course. 

Cuba would never go back 
to being dominated by the 
United States, National 
Assembly Preddent Ricardo 
Alarcon told a special par- 
liamentary session marking 


the 100th anniversary of the 
start of Cuba’s War of Inde- 
pendence against Spain. 

Mr. Alarcon, a former 
foreign minister, furiously 
attacked the U.S. Ml’s key 
sponsor. Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee Chairman 
Jesse Helms. 

“He’s a personality of old 
fascist, racist lineage,” said 
Mr. Alarcon, who lived for 
years in the United States as 


Cuba’s ambassador to the 
United Nations and who has 
headed Cuba’s side at a re- 
cent series of talks with 
Wash in gton on immigration 
issues. 

“Whatever they do in 
Washington, we will continue 
on our path, because we are 
doing the right thing,” said 
Mr. Alarcon m a speech that 
traced U.S. interference in 
Cuban affairs 


COLLEGE STATION, 
Texas (R) — Texas Senator 
Phil Gramm opened the 1996 
U.S. presidential campaign 
Friday, formally declaring his 
candidacy for the Republican 
nomination with conservative 
pledges of less government 
and lower taxes. 

With a brass band playing 
and flags flying. Sen. 
Gramm, 52, made his 
announcement on a sunny, 
breezy day on the campus of 
Texas Am University, where 
he spent 13 years as an eco- 
nomics professor before en- 
tering politics in 1978. 

“With a Jove for America 
*nd a resolve to make her 
right again, l today declare 
myself a candidate for presi- 
dent of the United States,” 
Sen. Gramm said in his broad 
Texas drawl. "1 want to cut 
government spending and cut 
taxes to let families keep 
more of their own money to 
invest it in... their own fu- 
ture. 

“In the lives of families and 
business and even the lives of 
great nations, there are critic- 
al moments when you must 
either face up to your prob- 
lems or be overwhelmed by 
them. Now is such a moment 
for America,” added Sen. 
Gramm, the first person, Re- 
publican or Democrat, to en- 
ter the 1996 race. 

Democratic President Bill 
Clinton has said he plans to 
seek rc-election but has made 
r.o ;'£rmai (federation for the 
November 1996 ballot. 


Although Mr. Clinton’s 
approval ratines have 
climbed into the 50 per cent 
range, he is seen as vulner- 
able following test Novem- 
ber’s elections when Republi- 
cans grabbed frill control of 
Congress for the first time in 
40 years. 

Sen. Gramm’s declaration 
was little more than a formal- 
ity since the Texas senator 
has been actively campaign- 
ing for months and planning 
his assault on the White 
House for at least five years, 
but it marks a new phase in 
the 19% campaign. 

Former Tennessee Gov- 
ernor Lamar Alexander win 
follow him into the Republi- 
can field with an announce- 
ment Tuesday. Senate Re- 
publican leader Bob Dole, 
the early frontrunner for the 
nomination, has scheduled 
his official declaration for 
April 10 in Kansas. Several 
other prospective candidates 
are still trying to decide 
whether to run- 

Sen. Gramm was intro- 
duced Friday Ini' Dickie Flatt, 
a printer from Mexia, Texas, 
often cited by Sen. Gramm as 
the sort of common man he is 
trying to help. 

Sen. Gramm said he would 
examine every federal prog- 
ramme and ask if it was worth 
taking tax money from peo- 
ple like Flatt to pay for them. 
“And let me tell you some- 
thing: There are not a lot of 
programmes that will stand 


up to the test,” he declared. 

Absent from Sen. 
Gramm’s speech was any 
mention of the kind of social 
issues close to the hearts of 
many Christian Evangelicals, 
a growing power in the Re- 
publican Party. He did not 
utter the words “abortion" or 
"school prayer." 

From Texas, long his 
home, Sen. Gramm was 
flying to his birthplace of 
columbus, Ga., where he was 
to speak in front of the 
elementary school where he 
failed the third grade and 
receive the endorsement of 
all the state’s Republican 
members of Congress except 
House Speaker Newt Ging- 
rich. 

Mr. Gingrich is remaining 
neutral in the Republican 
race. 

Gen. Gramm, a former 
Democrat who switched par- 
ties in 1983, is a balding, 
studious man with strong 
conservative convictions, 
iron determination but little 
charisma. But no one doubts 
his organisational strength. 
He showed it off with a fun- 
draising gala that collected a 
record S4.I million in Dallas 
Thursday. 

Analysts estimate he will 
soon have about $12 million, 
an incredible sum so early in 
the race and far more than 
any rival in a campaign where 
ability to travel, hire support 
staff and buy television 
advertising time will be cru- 
cial. 


Simpson witness in hiding after judge orders testimony 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
housekeeper who may be 
able to provide OJ. Simpson 
with an alibi on the night of 
the murder of the football 
great's ex-wife was in hiding 
Saturday after tearfully 
promising not to flee die 
country before testifying 
Monday. 

Following a day filled with 
dizzying legal twists and 
turns, Judge Lance Ito late 
Friday ordered Rosa Lopez 
to delay plans to leave for her 
native El Salvador and in- 
stead take the stand a$ a 
defence witness. 

Ms. Lopez, who had ex- 
pressed fear for her life and 
complained of harassment by 
the news media, pleaded with 
Judge Ito to find her a place 
to stay where she would not 
be pursued by camera crews, 
ana the judge vowed to do his 
best. 

"And HI do my best for 
you. your honour," Ms. 
Lopez said through a 
Spanish-language interpreter 
before slipping oat of right 
with her lawyer. 

In a rare legal manoeuvre. 
Judge Ito will give Simpson's 
“dream team" of defence 
attorneys a chance to inter- 
rupt the prosecution’s case 
against Simpson and present 
early testimony that they 
hope will help exonerate the 
former football great. 

Defence attorney’s say Ms. 


Lopez — who worked as a 
five-in maid for Simpson's 
next-door neighbour — will 
testify that she saw his white 
Ford Bronco parked at this 
estate at the time prosecutors 
daim Nicole Brown Simpson 
and her friend Ron Goldman 
were being stabbed to death 
outside her house. 

During Friday’s grueling, 
all-day court session, Ms. 
Lopez — dressed in a purple 
jump suit — said she wanted 
to leave for her homeland 
Saturday because her life had 
been ruined by the media 
glare, she had lost her job 
and had become estranged 
from her daughter. She has 
lived in Los Angeles for 27 
years. 

“I want to leave. All these 
reporters are destroying my 
life," she said as she wiped 
tears from her eyes. “X don’t 
go out anymore. I’m afraid of 
so many things.” 

Alarmed at the prospect of 
losing Ms. Lopez forever, de- 
fence attorneys asked that 
she be allowed to testify im- 
mediately. 

But prosecutors insisted 
that Ms. Lopez was bluffing. 
With the jury absent from the 
courtroom, she was subjected 
to withering cross- 
examination m which she was 
contradicted herself again 
and again and raised doubts 
about her credibility. 

Among other things, she at 


first said she had made re- 
servations to fly to El Salva- 
dor Saturday night but then, 
when prosecutor Christopher 
Darden said the airline had 
no seat booked for her, 
admitted that she had lied. 

She said she had immedi- 
ate fears for her safety and 
planned to leave the United 
States for good but then was 
confronted with evidence 
that she had booked a round- 
trip ticket and was not due to 
leave until sometime in 
March. 

Even Judge Ito seemed 
struck by the inconsistencies 
in Ms. Lopez’ testimony, 
commenting at one point to 
Mr. Darden: “It is a contra- 
dictory record. You’re right 
about that" 

But Judge Ito ultimately 
decided that the risk was 
simply too high that Ms. 
Lopez would not show up 
when called to testify perhaps 
months later when the de- 
fence starts presenting its 
case. 

as the court session drag- 
ged into the evening hours, 
he first ordered both rides to 
prepare to immediately ques- 
tion her on videotape. Mi- 
nutes later, Judge Ito re- 
versed himself and ordered 
sheriff’s deputies to bring the 
jury — which had been given 
the day off — to hear testi- 
mony that oonld last' until 


midnight. 

Then, when prosecutor 
Marcia Oaric reminded him 
that she had two small chil- 
dren to attend to, Judge Ito 
said sheepishly. “I plain for- 
got," and changed course 
once again, ordering Ms. 
Lopez to return to court 
Monday to testify. 

Telling Ms. Lopez he could 
have her jailed if she tried to 
flee before then. Judge Ito 
asked: “You promise me that 
you will obey my order to 
return?” 

“Yes,” Ms. Lopez re- 
sponded but she added, “I 
don’t want any reporters at 
the hoteL” 

By then, the jurors had 
already arrived at the court- 
house, the normally immacu- 
lately attired panellists now 
dressed mostly in blue jeans 
and sweat suits. Judge Ito 
called them for a brief ex- 
planation and apology. “This 
is going to be an unusual 
trial,” he. told them. 

Defence Attorney Johnnie 
Cochran tokl jurors in his 
opening statement that Ms. 
Lopez would be a crucial alibi 
witness, but legal experts said 
she is now vulnerable to sca- 
thing attack by the prosecu- 
tion. 

“The defence is really 
throwing the dice with Rosa 
Lopez,” Los Angeles defence 
attorney Jay Jaffa told KGBS 
Television. 


has had for 45 years in the 
fashionable Ostennahn dis- 
trict. He wrote some of his 
• biggests films there, indudiiig 
Fanny And Alexander and 
The Seventh Seal, in which a 
knight played by Max Von 
Sydow has- to win a chess 
game with death to save him- 
self. In a letter to the owners, 
■disclosed Friday by the news- 
paper Expresses, Bergman 
wrote: “I do not under any 
rir c nm st an ccs ~ accept bring 
thrown out.” He' “has" 
appealed the notice of evic- 
tion he received in Decem- 
ber. Mr. GronwaD said a 
hearing was schednled for 
April. 

No Indictment 
against U.S. TV 
star in sex case 

| SOMERVILLE, New Jersey 
I (AP) — Authorities decided 
opt to charge American tele- 
vision star Kelsey Grammer 
after bearing a girl’s allega- 
tion that he had sex with her 
when she was 15. Somerset 
County Prosecutor Nicholas I 
Basel! Jr., said there will be 
no farther proceedings on the 
matter in his New Jersey 
county. Grammer gained 
fame as psychiatrist on the 
fong-nmning show Cheers. 
He went on to star as the 
same charamer in Frasier. He 
has mainta ined that the girl’s 
family was after his money. 
In a statement, Grammer 
said, “I have Said from the 
outset that there was no basis 
fpr the allegations made ■ 
against me. Today, after ex- 
amining the facts, a New 

Jersey grand jury came to the 

same canduston.” Mr. Bis- 
sell said a grand jury met 
Thursday ana oongdered all 
foe evidence. The girl was 
baby-ritting fix Graimner’s 
9-year-old daughter in a New 
Jersey, hotel when die claims 
the two first had sex in 1993. 
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World News 




A woman pushes a pram containing some of her belongings on a street of Grozny, ruined and deserted. The situation in Grozny 
remains calm (AFP pboto) 

Chechens defend deserted ruin of a town 


ARGUN. Russia (R) — A 
lone Chechen cyclist pedals 
furiously along' devastated 
Lenin Street in Argun as 
Russian machine-gun bullets 
explode behind him. 

He escapes down an alley, 
chased by the shriek of gas 
from a ruptured high- 


pressure line. 

Helicopters beat the air 
ominously across the Argun 
River, resupplying Russian 
troops positioned for an all- 
out assault on this strategic 
town 19 kilometers east of 
the Chechen capital Grozny. 

With Grozny finally encir- 



A woman weeps at the grave of her 
destroyed home in Grozny (AFP photo) 


cled after two months of 
fighting, the Russians need 
Argun to reach Gudermes, a 
vital junction on the rail line 
linking Moscow to oil-rich 
Azerbaijan. 

Most civilians have aban- 
doned Argun, fleeing south 
to join over 200,000 others 
displaced by Russia's bid to 
crush tiny Chechenya's bid 
for independence. 

Local military officials say 
only a few hundred of 
Argun’s pre-war population 
of 11,000 are still here. Most 
live underground to escape 
Russian shells and sniper fire. 

Only Chechen fighters 
roam the streets, waiting for 
a show-down potentially as 
disastrous as the battle for 
Grozny, where Russian 
troops finally triumphed with 
huge losses to both sides. 

“The Russians think we 
have a lot of professional 
fighters in this town but some 
ofour men only began using 
Kalashnikovs (automatic 
rifles) a few days ago,” said 
Akhmed, a Chechen fighter 
guiding reporters through the 
shell-blasted town. 

“Look at us, we're the 
Chechen special forces," 
jokes one of Akhmed’s 
lightly-armed comrades 
heading off to the front. 

Grim determination rather 
than bravado typifies the men 
defending Argiui, many of 
whom fought in Grozny and 
know what they are up 
against here. 

Chechens with Kalash- 
nikovs and shoulder-fired 
grenade launchers battled 
Russian tanks for weeks in 
the narrow streets of Grozny 


only to be driven out in the 
end by incessant shelling and 
aerial bombardment. 

Having learned a lesson in 
Grozny, the Russians have 
avoided direct infantry con- 
tact with the Chechens in 
Argun for nearly two weeks 
— preferring instead to 
pound the town with mortar, 
tank and artillery fire. 

The level of destruction 
increases as Akhmed's walk- 
ing tour moves reporters clos- 
er to Russian lines along the 
Argun River, which snakes 
north and west of the town. 

Roofless, windowless 
bouses are everywhere in 
Argun, but all the buildings 
on the northern edge of town 
have been destroyed. 

Some narrow lanes near 
the front are virtually impass- 
able even on foot — choked 
by downed trees, power lines 
and the rabble of collapsed 
bouses. 

Walls left standing are 
itted by shrapnel and sniper 
re, which occasionally rips 
past from Russian positions 
only 300 metres away across 
the river, 

Chechen defenders are dug 
into cellars and reinforced 
timber bunkers along the 
way, watching and waiting 
for the Russian' assault "they 
expect any day. 

“It's very simple, they have 
more men and better 
weapons than we do," 
Akhmed says of the Chechen 
predicament. 

“We have better morale, 
better heart. The Chechens 
are fighting for their homes 
but the Russian soldier 
doesn’t know why he's here." 


Si 


North Korea’s defence minister dies 

SEOUL (Agencies) — North 
Korean Defence Minister O 
Jin-U, the second most 
powerful man in the reclusive 
state's hierarchy, died early 
Saturday of cancer at the age 
of 78. Pyongyang Radio re- 
ported. 

Broadcasts monitored here 
said Marshal O, who flew to 
Paris for medical treatment 
last year, died at 2:30 a.m. 

(1830 GMT) in a Pyongyang 
hospital. 

He outlived the Stalinist 
nation's late leader and his 
old comrade-in-arms, Kim II- 
Sung. who died July 8, by 
only eight months. 

North Korea's new de fac- 
to leader, Kim Jong-JI. 53, 
whose succession to power 
had been fiercely protected 
by Marshal O, visited him in 
hospital in Pyongyang the 
day before he died. KCNA 
said. 

“Comrade O Jin-U shed 
hot tears, deeply moved by 
Kim Jong-U’s cal! on him at 
the hospital,” KCNA said, 
indicating that his death had 
been expected. 

Marshal O' s death leaves 
Kim Jong-D as the last re- 
maining member of the 
permanent standing commit- 
tee of the Stalinist state's 
Workers' Party, southern 
radio monitors said. 

“Marshal of the Korean 
People's Army O Jin-U. 
member of the presidium of 
the Political Bureau of the 

Centra] Committee of the 
Wokrers' Party of Korea, 
first vice chairman of the 
National Defence Commis- 
sion of the DPRK (North 
Korea)— died after a long 
illness from cancer.” the 
radio said. 

His body was lying in state 
in the Feb. 8 House of Cul- 
ture and a 240-member state 
funeral committee had been 
formed, the Korean Central 
ifews Agency (KCNA) said. 

Mourners were invited to 
pay their last respects Satur- 
day afternoon and would be 
received through Tuesday, 
ahead of a state funeral 
Wednesday, KCNA said. 

Marshal O was the highest- 


ranking veteran of the first 
generation “revolutionaries" 
who fought alongside Kim 
Il-Sung against Japanese col- 
onial rale. 

In his last television 
appearance at a ceremony 
marking 100 days since Kim 
Il-Sung's death, the old mar- 
shal was seen limping to the 
junior Kim's side on the re- 
view dais, upright but frail 
and weak and leaning on a 
young soldier for support. 

Marshal O was known as a 
staunch supporter of the 
Junior Kim, 53, Supreme 
Commander of the North’s 
more than one million strong 
armed forces. The military’s 
loyalty is considered vital to 
Mr. Kim’s assuming full pow- 
er. 

Analysts here predicted no 
sudden change in the hierar- 
chy or in Kim Jong-Il's for- 
mal succession to the coun- 
try’s two top posts after Mar- 
shal O's death, saying it had 
been long expected. 

South Korean President 
Kim Young- Sam said Satur- 
day the situation in North 
Korea is “abnormal" after 
the death of longtime leader 
Kim II Sung and defies any 
predictions. 

“No one can say for sure 
how South-North (Korea) re- 
lations would evolve but time 
is on our side Mr. Kim told 
load reporters. 

Nearly eight months after 
Kim li Sung died last July, 
North Korea is still a headless 
state. His son and apparent 
heir, Kim Jong Il« has not 
formally taken power. 

On Saturday, North Korea 
lost Defence Minister O, who 
ranked No. 2 in hierarchy 
after King Jong II. 

The South Korean presi- 
dent said North Korea's anti- 
Seoul policy remains un- 
changed, despite the worl*. 
dwide trend toward detente. 
He deplored the fact that the 
North's media uses vitriolic 
language to make personal 
attacks on him. 

Although the two Koreas 
agreed in 1993 to stop prop- 
aganda directed at each 
other, the North’s official 



Undated file picture shows North Korean Minister of Armed 
Forces Marshal O Jin-U. The 78-year-old comrade in-arms 
of President Kim D-Sung and staunch supporter of his 
reclusive son, Kim Jong -D, died early Satin-day of cancer 
(AFP photo) 


media has recently stepped a 
campaign against the South 
Korean leader, calling him a 
‘traitor” and “stupid.” 

Mr. Kim also reaffirmed 
that South Korea will provide' 
its Northern Communist rival 
with two modem light-water 
reactors if Pyongyang abides 
by a nuclear deal it signed 
with the United States. 

The new reactors are in 
exchange for the North’s 
promise to halt its suspected 
nuclear weapons programme. 

But the deal has hit a snag 
because North Korea refuses 
to accept South Korean- 
made reactors for political 
and technical reasons. 

Kim Young-Sam said he 
and President Bill Clinton 
have agreed that the replace- 
ment reactors should be 
South Korean. Seoul officials 
have said they will pay most 
of the cost of the 54 billion 


project only if their rcactor 
model is adopted. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Winston Lord Saturday 
reaffirmed that the nudear 
reactors must come from 
South Korea. 

"The reactors provided to 
North Korea must be South 
Korean reactors.” said Mr. 
Lord before leaving after two 
days of intensive talks here 

Immediately after Mr. 
Lord's departure, the South 
Korean Defence Ministry 
announced that Seoul and 
Washington had agreed to 
cancel their massive annual 
joint military exercise called 
Team Spirit. 

A Defence Deparment 
spokesman said the move to 
cancel the drill, which Pyon- 
gyang calls a rehearsal for 
uiuue in anti- 
cipation Of the North’s foil 
compliance with its nuclear 
accord with Washington. 
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Flights to S arajevo Airport suspended 

‘Serbs terrorise Bosnia Muslims 9 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serbs 
have launched a fresh terror 
campaign against Muslims in 
northern Bosnia, beating and 
robbing civilians in a major 
abuse of human rights, U.N. 
refugee spokesman Kris 
Janowski said Saturday. 

He said the Serbs’ goal was 
to complete an “ethnic clean- 
ing" operation to drive the 
last non-Serbs out of the 
area. 

The attacks on Muslim 
families violated the terms of 
a four-month ceasefire which 
took effect in Bosnia at the 
start of the year and which is 
coming under increasing 
pressure. 

Hie U.N. was forced to 
suspend flights to Sarajevo 
Airport Saturday after gun- 
fire hit a cargo aircraft as it 
landed- 

Mr. Janowski told repor- 
ters: “In Gradiska (northern 
Bosnia) for the past month, 
Muslim houses have been 
systematically robbed and 
their occupants terrorised.” 

Armed men in uniform had 
severely beaten Muslim civi- 


lians and ransacked their 
bouses in villages around the 
Serb-held region of Banja 
Luka, site of ethnic expul- 
sions of non-Serbs through- 
out the war. 

Whole villages were asking 
to be evacuated, Mr. Janows- 
ki said. One Muslim man and 
his son had been shot and 
seriously wounded while 
another house had been 
targeted by a handgrenade. 

‘‘These are the last 
finishing touches of ethnic 
cleansing in Bosanska Kra-. 
jina (northern Bosnia). 
That's basically what it is,” 
he said. “And it is being 
condoned by the author- 
ities.” 

He said the attacks made a 
mockery of human rights in 
general and Bosnia’s current 
ceasefire accord, which 
obliged the combatants to re- 
spect human rights, in par- 
ticular. 

On Feb. 15, in the hamlet 
of Dzube southeast of Banja 
Luka, three armed men beat 
a woman, threatened to rape 


her and demanded her valu- 
ables while holding a gun to 
her head, according to U.N. 
field workers. 


“They also held a knife to 
her child’s- throat and 
threatened to kill her mother- 
in-law,'' Mr. Janowski said. 
“Eventually' they got 300 . 
Deutsche marks. That was all 
the family had. But they still 
beat up the family after- 
wards." 

The armed gang attacked 
another house nearby and 
other families fled to escape 
the assault. Their houses 
were also ransacked. 

The armed men warned 
when they left that “they 
would be back soon.” 

The UNCHR had only re- 
ceived word of the incidents 
Friday and planned to raise 
tiie issue with Bosnian Serb 
authorities. But Mr. Janows- 
ki said the Bosnian Serb lead- 
ership has never made- good 
-on promises, to halt ethnic 
expulsions during the «Hirn» ’ 
of the war. 

“Since the authorities have 


never done anything to curb 
these activities they are ulti- 
mately responsible,” he said. 

“We are not buying excuses 
these are xougue elements or 
that these people are out of 
control. We know from the 
past if the authorities wanted 

to establish control they 
could do it.” 

Serb “ethnic cleansing 
contineud to drive out Mus- 
lims and Croats from Serb- 
held territory. More than 250 
civilians from northern Bos- 
nia had crossed front lines 
into Bosnian government 
. held territory at Turbe in the 
past few days, he said. 

“There’s a constant move- 
ment of people (out) and it 
can be explained by the way 
the remaining minority is 
being treated," be said. 

Some 500,000 Croats and 
Muslims lived in the Banja 
Luka region before the war in 
Bosnia began in April 1992. 
Mr.' Janowski said perhaps 
some 30,000 remain but it 
was difficult to estimate as- 
civilians continued to be ex- 
pelled. 


Fujimori 
escapes 
mortar fire 
at the front 

LIMA (R) — Peruvian Presi- 
dent Alberto Fujimori came 
under mortar fire Friday as 
he trekked back from a jung- 
le conflict zone with 
Ecuador, but no one in his 
grcrnp was injured, press re- 
ports said. 

Mr. Fujimori, accompa- 
nied by soldiers, security per- 
sonnel and reporters was hik- 
ing down a muddy trail when 
three mortar rounds banged 
down, one just 50 yards 
(metres) from the group, loc- 
al television and radio reports 
said. 

The president’s group was 
walking back from a two-day 
journey to the Cucva De Los 
Tayos outpost a few miles 
from the Peru-Ecuador bor- 
der when the barrage came, 
according to press reports... 
. . “There are no personal 
tragedies to report. The pres- 
ident, ixrgreat Spirits; decided 
to continue the march," said 
reporter Guido Lombardi of 
Radioprogramas Del Fern. 

Reports of the attack could 
not be independently con- 
firmed. Mr. Fujimori made 
no statements to the press 
afterward. 

Meanwhile, an advance 
team of international obser-. 
vers in the afternoon re- 
turned from FV-1, Peru’s 
command post near the dis- 
puted border area, to the 
northern coastal city of Piura. 

But the head of the delega- 
tion, Brazilian Gen. Ariel 
Pereira Da Fonseca, told a 
press conference only that 
the mission's members had 
been impressed by the rug- 
gedness of the terrain and 
high spirits of Peru’s troops. 

The observers, who Thurs- 
day visited a post on the 
Ecuador side in the month- 
old confict, was slated to 
leave Peru for Brazil early 
Saturday. 

Mr. Fujimori was two 
hours from PV-1 when the 
mortar attack came, accord- 
ing to reports. The three 
shells landed within 100 yards, 
of Fujimori, according to the 
reports. Several reporters 
were shaken by the attack, 
Mr. Lombardi said. 

Earlier Friday, Peru’s 
military accused Ecuador of 
violating a ceasefire agreed to 
last week by bombing and 
firing artillery at Peruvian 
positions at Cueva De Los 
Tayos, Base Sur and Ttwinza 
in the remote patch of Ama- 
zon jungle over the last three 
days. 

In a statement, the Peru- 
vian Armed Forces charged 
Ecuadorean troops had bom- 
barded the area ‘‘despite 
knowing that the president of 
the republic... was in the 
area." 

The Peruvian military also 
accused Ecuador of ‘‘indiscri- 
minate use” of treaty-banned 
anti-personnel landmines and 
denied an Ecuadoran charge 
that its own fortes have used 
toxic gas and flamethrowers. 

In Quito, the capital of 
Ecuador, a military source 
contacted by Reuters denied 
the charge, saying “the anti- 
personnel or the anti-tank 
mines we use are not forbid- 
den by any law.’’ 

In a satellite telephone in- 
terview from Cueva De Los 
Tayos, Mr. Fujimori said be 
had heard heavy bombard- 
ment in the disputed patch of 
Amazon jungle overnight 
and some mortar rounds •« 
the morning but that fij 
appeared to be dying 


Scalfaro, Berlusconi in war of words 


ROME (Ft) — Italian Presi- 
dent Osar Luigi Scalfaro was 
locked in a bitter war of 
words with former Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
Saturday as the media ty- 
coon's calls for a snap general 
election remained unheeded. 

“There is a parliament with 
full powers and a government 
which is just a month okL It 
was supposed to be a ‘Cease- 
fire’ government and we can’t 
allow eveiyone to take pot- 
shots at it,” Mr. Scalfaro told 
a meeting in the Tuscan city 
of Arezzo. 

“They’re already taking 
potshots at the head of state, 
there’s no need to do it with 
the government," he added 

Former central banker 
Lamberto Dini took over as 
prime minister last month to 
head a stop-gap “government 
of experts” after Mr. Berlus- 
coni was toppled by a mutiny 
by his Northern League coali- 
tion partner. 

The billionaire business- 
man has continued to de- 
mand an early general elec- 
tion-" since his resignation;' 
darning that thd' Nortberh 


League’s action betrayed vo- 
ters who backed the 
Berlusconi-led Freedom 
Alliance at the polls last 
March. 

Mr. Berlusconi launched a - 
fierce attack on Mr. Scalfaro 
Friday, accusing him of tram- 
pling Italy’s interests under- 
foot by refusing to order an 
early general ejection. 

“I . really do not under 
stand how the person who is 
responsible for this decision 
can refuse to take it and 
trample the country's in- 
terests underfoot In such an 
absurd way," Mr. Berlusconi 
told a meeting of political 
allies. 

Mr. Scalfaro is the only 
person with the constitutional 
power lo dissolve parliament 
to allow an election. 

Mr. Berlusconi suffered a 
fresh rebuff Friday night 
when the government 
announced that regional elec- 
tions would be held oh Apo’ 
23. The tycoon had called ror 
the regional polls to be pot 
bad: to May and twinned 
with a general election. 

Mr. Berlusconi argues that 


only a general election can 
provide stability, while bis 
opponents - accuse him of 
plunging Italy into crisis with 
his continual calls for an early 
pofl. 

The lira has been battered 
to successive lows against the 
mighty German mailt in re- 
cent days because of Italy's 
political uncertainties. 

The outlook remains high- 
ly unclear but most political 
commentators believe that a 
general election is alrnsot in- 
evitable within the next few 
months in Italy. 

The government is about 
to begin work on pensions 
reform, the fourth and final 
item on its limited agenda. 
Mr. Dini said this week that 
he hoped to present the re- 
forms to parliament by the 
end of next month. 

The prime minister has re- 
peatedly stated that he will 
oW-r to step aside once his 
ionr-point programme has 
been approved. His resigna- 
tion could open the way for 
tile, general election which 
Mr, BeriusconTtras deman- 
ded. 


Angola rebels ‘stall’ on troop pullback 


LISBON (AFP) — The Un- 
ited Nations accused the 
opposition UNITA move- 
ment of stalling on the with- 
drawal of their troops from 
the northern province of 
Uige as required under a 
deasefire plan, the Angola 
News Agency (ANGOP) re- 
ported Saturday. 

ANGOP, monitored here, 
quoted the head of the U.N. 
Angola Verification Mission 
(UNAVEM II), General 
Chris Garruba, as saying the 
former rebels were not hon- 
ouring their agreement to a 
troop disengagement plan 
signed earlier ibis month. 

Gen. Garruba, speaking in 
Luanda after visiting the 
Uige area, said: “I am dis- 
appointed by all that I have 
seen on the ground and espe- 
cially by the actions of UN- 


ITA milit 

He said that troops from 
the Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola (UN- 
ITA) of rebel chief Jonas 
Savimbi were still bolding 
back from the pullback 
agreed at talks with govern- 
ment officers in Wako Kon- 
go- 

UNITA General Ariindo 
Chienda Pena and govern- 
ment army General Joao De 
Matos signed ajoint declara- 
tion in Wako Kongo provid- 
ing for the rebels to regroup 
all their forces in Uige pro- 
vince in the town of Negage. 

Troops from both sides in 
Uige and the central dty of 
Huambo are supposed to dis- 
engage by Man* 15 at the 
latest, after an original dead- 
line of Feb. 15 expired. 

Government spokesman 


Higino Caroeiro meanwhile 
accused UNITA of seeking to 
prevent the swift deployment 
of 7,000 U.N. troops m Angola and 
to wreck an overall peace 
accord reached in November 
in Angola and to wreck an 
overall peace accord reached • 
in November in Lusaka 
which was designed to end 
nearly 20 years of civil war. 

ANGOP Saturday quoted 
Gen. Carneiro as saying the 
government did not believe 
UNITA would abide by the 
accord. 

The general said be feared 
reports Friday by a UNITA 
deserter, Isaac Monteiro 
“Zavaira," that the rebels 
were preparing to reopen the 
conflict within two months 
with the aid of South African- 
trained mercenaries were ' 
' true. 


25 soldiers killed in Indian train blast 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
At least 25 Indian soldiers 
were (tilled and more than 30 
others injured when two 
powerful bombs blew up a 
rail coach reserved for milit- 
ary peisonnel m northeastern 
India Saturday, news reports 
said. 

Separatist Naga rebels are 
suspected to have caused the 


N; 


explosions at dawn as the 
ieding train, Tinsukia 
il, neared Dipfau Station 
in Assam state. United News 
of India news agency said. 

The site is near Nagaland 
state, the main theatre of 
battle for an independent na- 
tion for the Naga tribespeo- 
ple. 

The region, the eastern- 
most strip of India, is about 
2^500 kilometres east of New 
Delhi. 

The soldiers were return- 
ing from neighbouring Man- 
ipur state after helping local 
authorities m conducting leg- 
islative elections. 

The explosions ripped 
apart the car in which the 
soldiers were travelling and 
derailed three other rail 
coaches. Officials could not 
immediately say tow the ex- 
plosives were planted inride 
tiie coach. 

Only eight botfies could be 
identified. The others were 
mutilated beyond recogni- 
tion, Press Trust of India said 
toting railway officials at 
e site of the explosion. 
Fifteen soldiers died in- 
stantaneously, while others 
died in a hospital in nearby 
Lumding town m Assam state 
which has a big population of 


a’s Railway Minister 
CK. Jafifer Sharicf flew to 
the area to supervise relief 
operations. 

Rebels of- the National 
Socialist Council of Naga- 
land, a Maoist group, have 
been fighting the Indian army 
for more than 40 years. The 
insurgency, which had 
peaked in the 1960s, has been 
weakened by a heavy induc- 
tion of military in the area, 
but rebels continue to strike 
at military targets and even 
other tribespeople they per- 
ceive as sympathetic to the 
Indian government. 

The Naga rebels say that 
tribespeople have a right to 
govern their traditional 
homelands and accuse Indian 
officials of being biased 
against the Nags tribes. 

Meanwhile the Congress 
Parly of Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao Saturday 
won support of smaller par- 
ties and independent legisla- 
tors, and formed a coalition 
government in the remote 
northeastern state of Man- 
ipur. 

The party, which control- 
led a majority m the 60- 
member legislature before 
this week's voting, finish ed as - 
tiie single largest party but 
failed to win a majority. 

- White tire Congress Party ' 
won 21 seats; the Mmqnr. 
People's Party, a regional 
group, won 18 seats. Both 
parties had wooed gmaU gr 
parties so that they could 
prove to the state governor 
that they bad enough support 
to form a government. 

On Saturday, party leader, 


Rishang Keishing, was sworn 
in as chief minister by Gov. 
O.N. Malbotra after he 
established that he had the 
backing of ten other legisla- 
tors and could claim a major- 


Manipur 


was one of the 
six states electing new legisla- 
tures In February and March. 

Altho ugh the results have 
no direct bearing on the con- 
trol of the federal parliament, 
they are being seen as a 
popularity test for Mr. Rao, 
who has freed growing critic- 
ism after bis party was ranted 
in three state elections late 
last year. 

’ More than seven million 
people voted Saturday in the 
western Indian , state of Gu- 
jarat, as the latest opinion 
poll predicted the loss of 
another prestigious bastion 
for embattled Prime Minister 
Rao. . . 

As 10 hours of polling en- 
ded m the state, the main- 
opposition Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), tipped to wrest 
Gujarat from Mr. Rao's rul- 
ing Congress (I) Party, said it 
- was gearing for a soap gener- 
al election. 

More than 50 per cent of 14 
million voters cast their bal- 
lots amid heavy security to 
choose 86 lawmakers in tiie 
182-member state -assembly, 
election commission officials 
in Gujarat's main city of 
Ahmedabad said. 

Ninety-six assembly seals 
were decided in the first 
round of bafloting Mbh 
maned by violence that 
one person dead and eight 
people injured. . . 
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Give ‘AUA’ a chance 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE in the country 
might receive a boost should the project to 
establish an American-style university 
materialise. So far, the sponsors of the plan 
are getting stiff opposition, especially from 
the Council of Higher Education. The Secret- 
ary General of the council dampened the 
hopes of the supporters of the idea when he 
said last week that “it is unlikely to be 
approved.’’ Pouring cold water on the prom- 
oters of the ambitious plan was made easy by 
the existing three-year old resolution that 
forbids the creation of new private universi- 
ties in governors tes which already have 
institutions of higher learning. Amman, in 
particular, it is being stated, is already 
saturated with five universities and this in 
itself poses a formidable obstacle. Another 
argument being advanced by the opposition 
to the plan is based on the fact that the 
country has 17 universities already with a 
student body of more than 60,000. This, it is 
feared, will unduly spread university educa- 
tion and create a flood of over-qualified j 
graduates that the market cannot absorb. 

We find both arguments short-sighted. 
For starters, the country needs quality uni- 
versity education that is not currently avail- 
able. It is not just the number of learning 
institutions that counts but also the quality of 
education provided. Them can be no doubt 
that under current conditions, the level of 
our universities is clearly inferior to what is 
available outride the country, especially in 
the West. The best evidence of this is the fact 
that thousands of Jordanians still seek educa- 
tion in the U.S., Europe and other regions of 
the world. Existing universities may find the 
competition from an American-styled uni- 
versity too stiff to face but through such 
competition our national universities would 
be forced to improve in every sense of the 
word. 

Imagine also the savings to the national 
economy that could be realised should we 
make alternative styles of education available 
to Jordanians. Moreover the kind of re- 
venues that could be generated if Amman 
becomes an attractive place for academic 
excellence on par with what is being offered 
by the AUB in Beirut would be substantial. 
As for the equally faladous argument that 
more universities would mean more “un- 
affordable” university graduates, it can be 
easily rebutted by the proposition that with 
or without an AUA, Jordanian students 
would still seek higher education if not 
locally then in foreign lands come what may 
and at the end pose the same challenge. It 
appears, therefore, that the opposition to an 
AUA does not have arguments strong enough 
to dis miss the idea as a whole. The only 
condition that we would apply in this context 
is the need to make sure that the proposed 
“AUA” is fully accredited by the U.S.A. 
Otherwise, the proposal needs to be given a 
chance. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT Arabic daily Saturday accused the United States 
of seeking to damp U.S. -Israeli hegemony on the Arab 
region through the peace process. The U.S. administration 
refuses to put an end to Israel's escalation of tension 
triggered by its raids on southern Lebanon and is unwilling 
to force Israel to evacuate the Golan and Southern 
Lebanon as a means of ending the deadlock on the 
Syrian-Israeli tracks, said the daily. Being the sponsor of 
the peace process, and haring claimed that it was seeking to 
play the role of a full partner in the peace-making process, 
the United States is refusing to end the Egypaan-Israeli 
dispute over Israel’s refus al to sign the Nudear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), refuses to mediate to end the 
deadlock in the Palestinian-Israeli negotiations over the 
implementation of the Oslo agreement and seeks interna- 
tional backing to its quest to retain the U.N. embargo on 
Iraq. The paper said that the U.S.-IsraeIi alliance, which in 
the past was forged to stem Soviet influence, is now aiming 
at subjugating the Arab Nation. 

A WRITER in Al Dnstoor discussed the continued U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq, saying that it is a well-known fact that 
the United States was perpetuating the embargo for its own 
selfish interests. Many nations, including those which took 
part in the U.S.-led coalition that launched war on 
Baghdad, have voiced their desire to end die embargo and 
the injustice against the Iraqi peopie. said Mohammad 
Kawash. But the writer said it is regrettable that these 
nations are not backing their sympathy with practical steps 
to see to it that the injustice is removed, and are only 
offering the Iraqis lip service despite their knowledge that 
Baghdad has implemented all U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. 


Lavish exemptions cost millions 


BELIEVE IT or not, the generous exemptions contained 
in the Law on Encouraging Investment is costing the 
Treasury 29 million Jordanian Dinars (JD) a year. 
Needless to say, most of those investments enjoying the 
long tax holiday were to take place any way, irrespective of 
these exemptions, as a case by case study would reveal. 

It is obviously much easier for the minister of finance to 
grant an exemption that costs JD 1 million than to issue a 
cheque in the same amount .and for the same person. 
Disbursement of funds is visible operation that needs a 
budget and it subjected to checking, while the cost of 
exemptions is not risible, has no ceiling, and does not need 
appropriation. 

The issue may be of psychological or political nature. But 
from an objective point of view, exemption is costly. It 
does not differ from any other cash outlay ^ or expenditure. 

Having that in mind, it is worth our while to identify the 
cost of exemptions that are thrown away right and left and 
centre, for good reasons sometimes, without justification 
more often and under the pressure of special interest 
groups always. 

Let us single out one category of tax payers, the 
shareholding companies, and make some calculations of 
the cost of various exemptions applicable to them. The 
calculations revealed the following solid and documented. 


but shocking, facts: 

— The cost of deductibility of paid interest despite the 
existence of tax exempt interest received is JD 16.7 million 
annually. 

— The cost of exempting dividends received by com- 
panies on theirportfolios of shares in the capital of other 
companies is JD 1.22 million a year. 

— The tax foregone in favour of approved e conom ic 
projects under the Law on Encouraging Investment 
reached a sta gg ering amount of JD 28.85 million m 1992; 
yet the government has in mind a more generous tax 
holidays for new investments. 

— The exemption of agricultural activities, which is 
meant to help farmers and peasants, is saving shareholding 
companies JD 1 million per year. 

— The partial exemption of profits related to exports was 
costing the Treasury some JD 1.25 million in 1992. The cost 
must have doubled after the recent sweeping exemptions of 
profits from exports which were introduced in 1993. 

— If the government accepted the proposition of 
unifying the rate of corporate tax at 35 per cent, the 
proceeds of the tax will be slashed by JD 13.13 million. 

In other words, the taxing of interest payable by 
non- financial companies will raise the proceeds by 23.2 per 



Creation of new European 
security architecture under way 


By Richard C. Holbrooke 

The Clinton administration 
has assigned top foreign 
policy priority to the crea- 
tion of a new European 
security architecture that 
will establish a viable struc- 
ture for broad European 
security cooperation in the 
coming years. 

It will be a multi-track 
effort involving all of die 
countries of Europe, the 
United States and Canada. 
As U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher has 
said, this new structure 
must be inclusive and coop- . 
erative, and Russia must 
play an important role in it. 

The new European secur- 
ity architecture is essential 
both for defining the U.S. 
role in a new Europe and 
for ensuring the develop- 
ment of a lasting peace 
across .the entire continent. 

Two initiatives launched 
by the United States in ear- 
ly December are designed 
to establish its basis. Min- 
isterial meetings of the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
Council and the North 
Atlantic Cooperation 
Council (NACC) in Brus- 
sels and in the Budapest 
Summit of the Organisation 
for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE) set 
in motion processes for 
advancing the concept. 

In Brussels, allied foreign 
ministers agreed on a gra- 
dual, transparent process 
leading to NATO enlarge- 
ment; strengthening of 
NATO's Partnership for 
Peace (PFP) programme 
with non-member Euro- 
pean countries, many of 
them former members of 
the Warsaw Pact; and de- 
veloping a stronger rela- 
tionship between NATO 
and Russia outside the PFP 
framework. In Budapest, 
action was taken to enhance 
OSCE's role in European 
security and conflict man- 
agement. 

The United States does 
not believe the NATO 
alliance can or should be 
the universal security struc- 
ture in Europe. Instead, we 
believe NATO and the 
European Union (EU) 
should gradually project 
our common democratic 
values eastward through 
cooperative programmes 
and eventual enlargement 
while the OSCE works to 
develop a broader, more 
inclusive forum for cotw 
saltation and action on 
issues not within the re- 
sponsibilities of NATO and 
the EU. 

Special emphasis must be 
placed on conflict preven- 
tion and crisis management, 
and the OSCE can serve as 
a consultative framework in 
rim regard. Since NATO 
remains the foundation for 


the security of all the EU 
countries, its expansion and 
that of the EU should be 
mutually supportive. 

During the first half of 
this year, tire NATO gov- 
ernments will examine bow 
the alliance will be en- 
larged, what principles will 
game this process, and what 
the implications of ex- 
panded membership will 
be. 

During the second half of 
1995, NATO win begin ini- 
tial consultations and deli- 
berations with interested 
partners. It's likely this pro- 
cess will include presenta- 
tion of principles to guide 
NATO thinking on expan- 
sion, the “how” of enlarge- 
ment, and the implications 
of membership for potential 
new members. 

Stability in Europe is a 
critical goal of an expanded 
NATO. Expansion is not 
directed against anyone, 
and even more importantly, 
it is not intended to create 
new lines of division in 
Europe. 

At the December NATO 
ministerial. Secretary 
Christopher suggested 
several fundamental princi- 
ples to guide expansion. 
The process will be gradual, 
deliberate, and transparent. 
There will be extensive con- 
sultations with all interested 
parties and, as he put it, 
there will be “no sur- 
prises.” Premature discus- 
sion of a time frame for 
expansion of specific coun- 
tries for membership will be 
avoided. The focus this year 
will be on the “how” and 
“why" of expansion, not 
the “who” or “when." 

While there will be no 
rigid criteria for mem- 
bership, certain fun- 
damental requirements are 
reflected in the Washington 
Treaty, NATO’s founding 
document. New members 
must assume all the rights 
and obligations of mem- 
bership; they must conform 
to certain basic prec epts in- 
cluding democracy, indi- 
vidual liberty and the rule 
of law; they must be in a 
position to further the prin- 
ciples of the treaty and era- 
tribute to the security of the 
North Atlantic area. 

Nations interested in be- 
coming NATO members 
will be considered indi- 
vidually on a country -by- 
country basis. Some coun- 
tries will enter NATO be- 
fore others, and no country 
outside of NATO will have 
a veto over another’s future 
membership in the alliance. 

The decision to move to- 
wards NATO expansion 
does not downgrade the im- 
portance of the Partnership 
for Peace. Indeed, we see 
PFP assuming an even more 
important role as a 
framework for the evolu- 
tion of NATO's rela- 


tionship with the new 
democracies to the east. 

For some of these new 
partners, PFP will be die 
best path to eventual 
NATO membership. For 
others, it will provide con- 
crete evidence that NATO 
is concerned with' their 
security and offers the 
primary means for lasting 
cooperation with NATO 
and other partners in such 
areas as peacekeeping and 
humanitarian assistance. To 
this end, NATO is commit- 
ted to expediting the imple- 
mentation of individual 
partnership programmes 
and will increase the num- 
ber of joint land and mari- 
time exercises with partner 
nations this year. 

The NATO ministers, 
affirmed that a cooperative 
European security 
architecture requires an ac- 
tive partnership with Rus- 
sia, and they endorsed a 
broad agenda for NATO’s 
relations with Russia, both 
within and outside the Part- 
nership for Peace. This will 
be an important element in 
our multi-track approach to 
European security, and as 
NATO defines its expanded 
role in Europe, it will be 
essential to pursue a para- 
llel track of dialogue with 
Russia. 

This new security struc- 
ture must be inclusive and 
cooperative, and Russia 
.will play an important role 
in it. 

Decisions taken at the 
Budapest summit streng- 
then OSCE and define an 
enhanced OSCE role in 
European security. The me- 
asures adopted at Budapest 
complement efforts within 
NATO to puisne coopera- 
tive, integrated security 
structures for Europe, and 
they provide OSCE with 
increased abilities and re- 
sources. 

Leaders attending the 
Budapest summit made a 
potties! commitment to turn 
to the OSCE as the primary 
instrument in areas covered 
by its mission. Making 
OSCE a more robust orga- 
nisation capable of taking 
meaningful steps in regional 
conflict prevention helps 
solidify our approach to a 
new, inclusive European 
security architecture. The 
strengthened OSCE will 
give all states in the Euro- 
Atlantic community * a 
forum in which they can 
expect their security con- 
cerns to be seriously 
addressed. 

These decisions, howev- 
er, do not make OSCE a 
substitute for NATO, nor 
do tiiery make it a tool to 
end wars such as the one in 
Bosnia. It is rather meant to 
efficiently address, and pre- 
vent escalation of conflict at 
the low end of the scale — 
or as President Bill Clinton 


said, to prevent future Bos- 
nias. 

The OSCE win be an 
inclusive forum for discus- 
sion of European Security 
matters in which all states 
have an equal voice. It wifi 
continue its focus on human 
rights and conflict preven- 
tion, but it also is now 
capable of carrying out new 
tasks. Agreement to pro- 
vide peacekeeping forces 
starts OSCE on the path to 
being a more meaningful 
security organisation with 
greater responsibilities, 
operating without regard to 
old cold war dividing tines. / 

The OSCE permanent/ 
council in Vienna has now! 
become the primary bodyl 
for political consultation 
and decision-making, 
although OSCE foreign 
ministers will continue to 
meet each year and political 
(Erectors win meet twice a 
year to establish policy 
guidelines. The Budapest 
summit also decided to 
strengthen support for the 
organisation's High Com- 
missioner for National 
Minorities, preventive di- 
plomacy missions, and the 
Office for Democratic In- 
stitutions and Human 
Rights. 

The summit leaders 
agreed to a Russian propos- 
al to discuss a comprehen- 


sive European security 
model for me 21st centiuy, 
giving countries outside 
NATO input into how fu- 
ture European structures 
might look. But this deci- 
sion will not affect the right 
of each state to freely 
choose or change its secur- 
ity arrangements, mefading 
treaties of alliance. 

At the Budapest summit, 
the United States secured 
agreement on developing a 
comprehensive framework 
for the future of conven- 
tional stability, arms con- 
trol and confidence build- 
ing, and establishing uni- 
form principles that will set 
the standard for European 
non-proliferation goals. 

Much work lies ahead to 
put the Budapest decisions 
into practice, and die Un- 
ited States will give highest 
priority to better derating 
the rote of the OSCE in the' 
evolving Euro-Atlantic 
security architecture, 
strengthening the consulta- 
tive processes and political 
mechanisms of the OSCE, 
and bolstering tire OSCE’s 
overall capabilities in the 
area of early wanting and 
conflict prevention. 

(The author is U.S. Assis- 
tant Seerutary of State far 
European and Canadian 
Affairs and one of the key 
Clinton administration offi- 
cials responsible far de- 
veloping the new European 
Security Arch i tect u re ). The 
article is provided by USIS. 


Applying income tax for dividends earned by companies 

will weld 1.7 per cent more. _ .. 

The aboli shing of the investment law will raise tne 
proceeds of corporate tax by 40.1 per cent. 

Removal of agricultural exemption will require com- 
panies as a group to pay 1.4 per cent more: 

The lifting of tax exemption on exports will raise tne 
revenue from companies by 1.7 to 3.5 per cent. 

If we contemplate a unified rate of corporate tax at say 
35 per cent, the Treasury should be ready to lose 18.3 per 
cent of its current receipts from companies. 

We are not suggesting that exemptions should be 
cancelled all together in order to enhance revenue, we 
only want to put these exemptions under semuny. to 
identify their actual cost and to make sure that the benefits 
meant by the legislator outweigh the cost involved. 

It is disappointing that the new government committed 
itself in advance to present to Parliament in a new law of 
income tax, which will not touch some of the most 
unreasonable exemptions. In this case, the only option 
remaining for the minister of finance is to appease pressure 
groups, especially banks, by granting them even more 
exemptions, irrespective of the cost involved. 


Fears of violence 
engulf Zulu land 

By Ctarig Doomor : 

Reuter 


DURBAN, Sooth Africa— 
Hie boycott of Sooth Afri- 
ca’s parliament by chief 
Mangjos u t hn BnthetezTs In- 
katha Freedom Party has 
sparked fears of 'from vk>- ■ 
mwe 'in the volatile Zulu 
heartland of Kwazulu- 
Natal. 

Mr. Buthelezi led In- 
kmha out of paH ia mw it in 
Cape Town oo Tuesday,. 

the rival African 
National Congress (ANC) 
of failing to honour an 
agreement for foreign 
mediation over constitu- 
tional differences between 

them. 

Violence monitors and 
political analysts said on 
Wednesday Mr. Botbelezi’s 
action could escalate ten- 
sion in Kwazulo-Natal, 
.where thousands of people 
have died in political feud- 
ing between Inkatha and 
the ANC over 4he past^de-. 
cade.”""' 

Violence subsided aft er 
the country's first-all-race 
elections in April last year, 
bat it surged to 116 deaths 
fast month in the Inkatha- 
controUed province anrid 
rising tension over Mr. 
Jkttheteri's mediation de- 
mands. 

The ANC swept the 
national vote and captured 
Seven of the nine p ro vin ces, 
with Inkatha taking 
Kwasstin-NataL 

“Tire level of violence, 
the fatalities have always 
been highest when there 
have been boycotts and 
walkouts and threats. These 
are the times when deaths 
are highest,” said Professor. 
Alexander Johnston of the 
Un i versity of Natal. 

Inkatha will hold a 
national congress on March 
5 and 6 to deode whether to 
make permanent its pro- 
visional two-week walkout 
from the country’s 10- 
month-old democratic par- 
liament. 

Political analysts said ten- 
sions escalated in Kwaznlu- 
NataL, home to around six 
nriffion members of Sonth 
Africa’s largest tribe, when 
the gap between parties 


“When the process be- 
comes inclusive again, the 


death toll drops. Therefore 
it would not hie surprising if 
the death tofl increased,” 
Dr. Johnston told Reuter. 

Kara Naidoo, a political 
scientist at the Uni versi t y of 
Durban- Westvffle, said it 
would be simplistic to 
ascribe a j ump m violence 

to tiK Tnlrafna walk-OUt- 

But be added that increased 
conflict was inevitable. 

“Whether there are 
moves of tins nature by arty 
of tile parties associated in 
Kwaznln-Natal, was see ris- 
ing tension. It need not 
necessarily be action taken 
only by Inkatha. Even 
when the ANC issues state- 
ments or acts to shake the 
normal course Of events in 
this province we see an 
escalation in Tension,” he 
said. 

Naidoo cautioned against 
reading too much into In- 
katha’s walk-oat saying it 
was an accepted practice 
- worldwide. 

“IPs accepted practice 
whenever one wants to ex- 
press dissatisfaction and it’s a 
. strategic ploy,” he said. 

Bat violence monitors 
said history had shown that 
as the rift between die ANC 
and Inkatha’s leadership 
widened, antagonism be- 
tween their supporters rose. 

“This could spur already 
existing dbrissons between 
the two parties as well as 
internal divisions within In- 
katha. But mainly it win 
increase antagonism be- 
tween the two rivals,” says 
Sarah Kearney, a resear- 
cher at the independent 
watchdog human rights 
committee. 

She said Inkatfaa's tradi- 
tional stronghold in the 
north of Kwazuhi-Natal and 
hostels around the port city 
of Durban were current 
flashpoints of violence and 
could erupt. 

Violence monitor Mary 
de Haas said (be central govern- 
ment had to act fast to 
prevent the further loss of 


“We need more soldiers 
in volatile areas mid we 
need credible detectives 
from outside this region to 
investigate violence and 
make key arrests,” she said. 
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LETTERS 

• - — - 

Refreshing change 
on J.T.V. 

To the Editor: 

AT A certain popular {day, the running joke was bow no 
one watched Jordan Television (JTV) anymore. We don’t 
know how true this is, but “Heartbeat”, a progamme 
researched and nrese&ted by Maha Adda&i, is definitely 
worth watching. It addresses a plethora of issues, r anging 
from specific national concerns to matters of intern atiraa] 
importance, such as AIDS and drugs, but within a 
Jordanian context. The programme is bas-ed on iiwasriga- 
tive reporting that attempts to trace fire problem to its toots 
— a refreshing change. We deckled to write this letter not 
only because we regularly watch the prog ramme but 
because we have heard a lot of praise about it from fAmd« 
and acquaintances. So, we would like to tell Maha to kero 
up the good work and hope to. see more imtfative^md 
quality media coverage. 

Dana Toukan and Nadine Shnhaihrt 

. .Amman, 

7he Jordan Times wekxupcs letters and contributions fmm 

its readers on any subject they wish to. tackle. Letters 
t ofaude d far publication, however, should contain the 
water's name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be wi thheld only upon request and under wwfay 
arasnstances. Letters an subject fa editing. The newsmn- 
er rs notiemonshfe for the return of mmewf 
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Israel widens blockade 

(Continued from rase 1J militia sunneis Celled w 


PLO to launch offensive 


militia gunners shelled with 
D . artillery the outskirts of four 

Knsaa and Europe to villages controlled by Leba- 
Wr to , e “d ‘die naval non’s pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
c an< ?_ aggres- (Party of God) north of the 
At™ c ™ ^^anon. border zone, local security 
™ay evening ban- sources said, 
ffi? tor Mushm notables Mr. The said Hizbollah fighters 
Ii.-TT 1 ’ a Christian, said fired mortar bombs and rock- 
jwjeti attacks were farther ets at two posts of Israel’s 
aurang die deadlocked Sy- proxy South Lebanon Army 
vJUL Lebanese peace (SLA) on Friday night at the 

™* s Israel, which are edge of the 15-km (nine- 

jjonsored by the United mifes) zone. 

and Russia. Israeli and SLA gunners 

We call upon the two retaliated with artillery on 
sponsors, Europe and sisterly Iqlim A1 Toufah, a rugged 
and friendly peace-loving ridge used by Hizbollah to 
countries to help ns stop the attack the zone, 
tragedy in the south,” Mr. No one was hurt in Satur- 

Hrawi said. “It is impossible day's shelling or the Friday 

mat we should pay the price duels, 
for battlefield eruptions and In a message to U.N. 
peace process impasses.” Secretary-General Boutros 

The appeal was echoed Ghali, Israeli Prime Minister 

earlier in the day by the Yitzhak Rabin said his coun- 

fo reign undersecretary, Zafer try was “not shelling Leba- 

Hassan. non. It is striking Hizbollah 

After a meeting with Mr. positions.” 

H^ssan, U.S. Charge d'Af- Mr. Rabin said that when 
mixes Ronald Schleicher de- Lebanon “prevents Hizbol- 
manded all sides “exercise lah and other ... groups from 

restraint and seek ways to carrying ont ... attacks ... 

ease tensions.” there will be no need for 

He made the appeal amid further such action on Israel’s 
fears in Beirut of a major part.” 

Israeli operation in the south Hizbollah attacks and 
where Israel occupation Israeli retaliations have esca- 
foices frequently shell vil- la ted in recent weeks. So far 

Iages in fighting with Muslim this year, the violence has 
guerrillas. claimed 37 lives and wounded 

Hours after the blockade’s 58 people on the last hot 
tightening Israeli and allied Arab-Israeli war front. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Christopher visit. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
was also briefed Saturday on 
Mr. Arafat's trips to France, 
United States, Cairo, Tunisia 


and Saudi Arabia last week. 

Dr. Shaath said that Saudi 
Arabia pledged financial 
backing for the impoverished 
Palestinian self-rule and 
promised to support the 
PNA's efforts to speed up the 
peace talks. 


Christopher still planning trip 


(Continued from page I) 

very good spirit, he is stable, 
he had a restful night.” 

The secretary, who last 
travelled to the region in 
December, will consult with 
key regional parties about the 
current status of Arab-Israeli 
negotiations and will also 
bold discussions in the Gulf 
related to the peace process 
and to the maintenance of the 
Iraqi sanctions regime, Ms. 
Shelly said. 

“Recent events have tragi- 
cally demonstrated that the 
enemies of peace continue 
their efforts to keep Arabs 
and Israelis mired in conflicts 
of the past,” Ms. Shelly said. 
“At the same time, those 
committed to peace have 
made it clear that they will 
not be intimidated and will 
work to find a way forward. 

“This administration, in its 
role as a frill partner, is deter- 
mined to assist their efforts. 
Toward this end, the secret- 
ary will be exploring ways to 
consolidate agreements 
already reached and to lay 
the basis for a foundation for 
future progress.” 

The acting spokesman de- 
clined to comment when 
asked about a Damascus 
Radio report that voiced pes- 
simism about the secretary’s 
forthcoming trip. “There are 
ups and downs in the process. 
We know that,” she said, 
“but he also believes that his 
presence is important in 
order to sustain the process, 
and that's certainly been a 


factor in his decision to go. 

“We always listen to what 
the Syrians have to say. both 
publicly and privately. And' 
it’s a track in which, as the 
secretary has said many 
times, a considerable effort 
will be necessary this year in 
order to achieve the kind of 
progress we’d like to see.” 
Syria welcomed on Satur- 
day Mr. Christopher’s new 
tour but urged him to put 
pressure on Israel to accept 
total withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

It said Syria would never 
accept anything lass than a 
full Israeli pullback from the 
Golan and that it would 
accept nothing that might 
harm its dignity. 

The government daily 
Syria Times accused Israel of 
blocking the peace process 
and said Washington shared 
responsibility. 

“... the USA is not using 
any pressure to persuade the 
Israelis to abide by the U.N. 
resolutions and the U.S. in- 
itiative of exchanging land for 
peace. And this is encourag- 
ing Israel to commit more 
and more crimes as it feels 
the U.S. green light is still 
on,” Syria Times said. 

“As a matter of fact, Israel 
wouldn't dare to behave in 
this way had the USA switch- 
ed on the red light,' 1 it said. 

“Therefore, the USA must 
be aware Mr. Christopher’s 
visit in the region won’t lead 
(o fruitful and constructive 
results if it does not switch off 
the green light," it said. 


Rivals gun for Balladur 


(Continued from page 1) 

plomatic crisis to bolster Mr. 
Balladur. 

The controversy blew open 
Wednesday when the re- 
spected newspaper Le 
Monde reported France had 
accused five Americans — 
four of them diplomats — of 
conducting political and eco- 
nomic spying for the CIA. 
France asked Washington to 
withdraw them from the 
country. 

On Friday, the U.S. 
embassy, in a rare display of 
strong language, said Mr. 
Pasqua's comment that U.S. 
officials were to blame for the 
leaks that led to the report 
was “neither true nor credi- 
ble.” 


U.S. officials have refused 
to reassign the five suspects 
accused by France. On 
Thursday, the U.S. State De- 
partment said the suspects 
would complete their regular 
tours of duty. 

The row has set Mr. Pas- 
qua at loggerheads with 
Foreign Minister Alain Jup- 
pe. 

Mr. Juppe's ministry ac- 
cuses Mr. Pasqua of leaking 
the French request in order 
to divert attention from a 
phone-tapping scandal linked 
to his Rally for the Republic 
Party. 

Mr. Juppe, who is backing 
Mr. Chirac in the presidency, 
campaign, has asked for a 
government inquiry into the 
leaks. 


Talibans collect weapons 


(Continued from page 1) 


The Talibans, who have 
captured nine provincial 
capitals in just six months 
have also demanded that the 
security of Kabul be placed in 
their bands, a matter now 
under negotiation by a U.N.- 
sponsored group who are also 
trying to devise an acceptable 
formula for Mr. Rabtani to 
transfer power. 

Mr. Rabbani, whose two- 
year term of office expired 
Dee. 28. 1994, insists that the 
Talibans be part of the U.N. 
mechanism — or interim gov- 
erning council ’ — which the 
so-called “religious students” 
have so far refused- 

Charasvab. the fonner 


headquarters of Hezb-e- 
Islami faction leader Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar, is now pack- 
ed with all types of military 
hardware, tanks, artillery 
pieces of various calibres and 
rocket launchers, although 
not all is in working order. 

One of two Russian-made 
military helicopters, MI-24 
Hind attack gunships, was 
seen just two days ago being 
flown into the Tali ten base 
from its hiding-place in tile 
nearby mountains. 

“The pilot and technicians 
came up from Kandahar to 
get this helicopter flying 
again,” said the Taliban in 



GROZNY IN RUINS: Weeks of Russian bombardment have destroyed the Chechen capital 


Chechen war focal point of Russia’s electoral campaign 


By Sergei Shargorodsky 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — In Checheya, 
they fight with bullets, 
shells and rockets. In Mos- 
cow, the faraway war is 
reflected in a battle of 
words as politicians fight for 
public support and voter 
sympathy. 

Tne parliamentary hear- 
ings on the war, winch be- 
gan Monday, showed that 
Chechenya is become a foc- 
al point of Russia’s legisla- 
tive elections campaign. 

The dtuna, dominated by 
hardliners, also voted to 
appoint conservative law- 
maker Stanislav Gov- 
orukhin to chair the com- 
mission. 

The commission was not 
expected to produce tangi- 
ble results. Its weaknesses 


were as inherent as those of 
the parliament itself, writ- 
ten in the constitution that 
Mr. Yeltsin took such rains 
to push through in 1993. 

Just as parliament was 
powerless to stop the un- 
popular war by its repeated 
appeals, Mr. Goverukhin’s 
group of obscure legislators 
could at best point accusing 
fingers. 

It was a purely political 
creation, and its hearings 
coincided with the unoffi- 
cial start of electoral cam- 
paign: tiie buzzing behind 
the scenes, the shifting 
alliances, the recent crea- 
tion of several new parties 
to compete in the Decem- 
ber polls. 

The bearings, however, 
did produce some finger 
pointing at Mr. Yeltsin, his 
government and reformist 
liberals. 


“The aim of taking (the 
Chechen capital) Grozny in 
two days, improving his rat- 
ing aria reesta Wishing his 
popular image no doubt 
pushed the president into 
this crime,” said ex-vice 
president Alexander Ruts- 
koi, who led armed hard- 
line opposition to Mr. Yelt- 
sin in the fall of 1993. 

The testimony of Mr. 
Rntskoi, who was jailed by 
Mr. Yeltsin for his role in 
the bloodshed and is now 
or ganising his own political 
movement, unveiled some 
of the haridme rhetoric to 
be used in the camp aign. 

The aim is to portray Mr. 
Yeltsin as a ruthless leader 
prone to using force to 
achieve : political ends* > — 
from sending tanks and 
troops against his foes in 
tiie old, disbanded legisla- 
ture to sending tanks and 


troops into Chechenya. 

The opposition also is 
blaming Mr. Yeltsin and 
reformers for encouraging 
the separatist regime of 
Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev in their 
unscrupulous attempts to 
bring down the fonner 
Soviet Union. 

Vladimir Kryuchkov, the 
former head of the Soviet 
KGB secret service and a 
mastermind of the failed 
1991 communist coop, im- 
plied that Mr. Dudayev and 
those around Mr. Yeltsin at 
the time had much in com- 
mon. 

“Certain political forces 
in Moscow liked Dudayev 
because he was striking at 
die union's centre', af the 
Soviet Union and was 
against the state emergency 
c ommitte e” that staged the 
conp, Mr. Kryuchkov said. 


The liberals are, now 
finding themselves on the 
defensive. Long opponents 
of tire war and critics of Mr. 
Yeltsin, they now seem to 
have lost the initiative, 
forced to repeat what 
sounds like hardline argu- 
ments. 

“Even a head of state 
cannot take upon himself 
completely a problem of 
such magnitude. But he did 
and thus tire responsibility 
for all that followed lies 
with him,” said Sergei 
Kovalyov, Russia’s human 
rights commissioner. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s centrist 
government ^ -fa-.dismissiiig- 
tfae criticism from right and 
left as populist games of 
irresponsible politicians. 
But it has to account for the 
bungled. Woody war— and 
so is choosing to blame tire 


Mr. Yeltsin, whose popo- ; 
laxity is at alltime low, 
spoke of the armed forces’ 
“failures, setbacks and mis- 
takes” during last week’s 
address to parliament. He 
dklnot single ont anyone by 
name. 

The embattled army is 
firing back on all fronts, 
blaming its failures on poli- 
tical, military and even 
security services’ leaders. 

“As a military man, I 
believe that the leaders 
have committed strategic 
mistakes over Chechenya,” 
the chief of the elite air- 
borne troops r €ol. Gem 
.Yevgeity—Eodfcofam, said 
Monday. ~ - • 

“The" gov ern ment is re- 
sponsiWe for this operation. 
If tire state wants to use 
force, the state has to pro- 
vide for ft.” 


Operation failure 


Somalia venture tarnishes U.N. diplomatic image 


By Evelyn Leopold 
Reuter 

UNITED NATIONS — 
With considerable anguish, 
the United Nations with- 
draws from Somalia short- 
ly, its only peackeeping 
venture to end without 
achieving nrilTtary or poli- 
tical goals. 

“In Somalia, we learned 
to withdraw — and I do not 
mean retreat,” said Kofi 
Annan, the mfld-mannered 
Ghanaian U.N. 
nixie rsecretary -gen erai for 
peacekeeping. 

“We can neither impose 
nor coerce peace." he told 
reporters, adding that the 
withdrawal should serve as 
a “wake-up call” to clan 
leaders to stop fighting. 

In the wake of the mis- 
sion, the world body, which 
entered the tattered east 
African nation full of good 
intentions, ended up tar- 
nishing its reputation. 

The death of 18 Amer- 
icans in October 1993 made 
the United States gun-shy 
of peacekeeping, provoking 
the current controversy in 
the U.S. Congress that 
seeks, in effect, to take 
■ unilateral control of U.N. 
peacekeeping finances. 

The Somalia experience 
also put an end to aggres- 
sive peacekeeping 
strategies, known as peace 
enforcement, proposed ear- 
lier by U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. 

And the operation 
showed that few nations, 
particularly the United 
States, were ready to sus- 
tain casualties — in Somalia 
or Bosnia — in the name of 
the United Nations. 

The S3 billion mission is 
scheduled to close down by 
March 6 after nearly three 
years of struggle that re- 
sulted in the deaths of 132 
servicemen and untold 
numbers of Somalis. 

Mr. Annan noted that 
the original action began in 


1992 when post-cold war 
ambitions were high. “It 
was a different time, a diffe- 
rent expectations about 
what the international com- 
munity could do.” 

Dr. Ghali , when he took 
office in early 1992, was 
aghast at U.N. inaction in a 
country racked by civil war 
and famine next door to his' 
native Egypt. But bis 
efforts produced only li- 
mited results. 

Propelled by outcries 
over the hundreds of 
thousands of deaths, then 
U.S. President George 
Bush in December 1992 dis- 
patched more than 30.000 
troops to distribute food 
aid. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion, heeding Dr. Ghali’s 
pleas that chaos would re- 
turn if U.S. troops pulled 
out. embarked on a hybrid 
operation that saw some 
American soldiers in the 
U.N. operation, otheis out- 
side of it. 

When 25 Pakistani 
peacekeepers were killed in 
June 1993 and 57 wounded, 
die Security Council autho- 
rised the troops to chase the 
Somali militia loyal to war- 
lord Mohammad Farah 
AideedL 

Two months later U.S. 
army rangers came ashore 
and in October 1993 they 
were trapped in a battle 
with Somali militiamen. A 
total of 18 Americans died, 
provoking an outcry in 
Congress and resulting in a 
March 1994 deadline for 
U.S. withdrawal. 

Other Western nations 
followed, leaving mainly 
poorly equipped developing 
countries to carry on. 

U.S. legislators blamed 
the tragedy on Dr. Ghali, a 
verdict engendered partly 
by Clinton administration 
officials who used the Un- 
ited Nations as a scapegoat 
for overreaching in Somalia 
and not doing enough in 
Bosnia. 
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Now 7,000 American 
troops are helping evacuate 
the last peacekeepers in 
what U.N. officials readily 
acknowledge is a matchless 
capacity in nuKtaxy trans- 
port and logistics. 

But the experience in 
Somalia, according to di- 
plomats and U.N. critics, 
nas been arguably blamed 
for: 

— The end of offensive 
U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tions for years to come, 


particularly proposals for 
some kind of standing army 
or rapid deployment force 
to prevent the often ax- 
month delay before troops 
are organised and deployed 
— The unsmtabuity of 
the United Nations for 
coercive actions among 
troops from different coun- 
tries without a unified com- 
mand. Notable examples 
were the separate U.S. 
command, which included 
the ill-fated rangers, and 
tire independent strategies 


of Italian commanders 

— A bill in tire U.S, 
House of Representatives 
to cut off nearly all U.S. 
l>eacekeeping contribu- 
tions. Reports of waste and 
inefficiency, ending with 
the theft of $3.9 nrilh rm left 
in an office cabinet, did not 
help 

— A drilling message of 
U.S. retreat when Amer- 
ican fives are at stake in a 
country not directly thre- 
atening the United States. 
The military junta nr Haiti, 


for example, immediately 
took advantage of the 
announced U.S. withdrawal 
in Somalia. 

Pressed to sum up the 
venture, Mr. Annan said it 
was an experiment that 
saved fives, ended famine 
. — and “did quite a lot of 
damage fo the U.N.” 

“There is an old 
proverb,” he saidJ 
“Travellers, there are no 
roads — the roads are made 
by wanting.” 
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China becomes world’s 
fifth -biggest debtor 


Washington D.C. is broke 


BEIJING (R) — China’s entered China through im- 
roreign debt has grown rapid- proper channels to profit 
v m recent yean to fifth in from the stability of China's 
with mismanage- currency and interest rates 
pent of foreign-fhanced pro- that are substantially higher 
S 8 . to blame, the than those abroad, 
official Economic Daily said It said the lesson of Mex- 
Fnday. ico’s currency crisis is that the 

China’s foreign debt by the country and its stock market 
end of 1994 readied $100 were too dependent on fore- 
billion, up from $83.57 billion ign capital, leaving it vulner- 
a year earlier and $40 billion able to a sudden outflow of 
at the end of 1988, official funds. 

6 Tte repost’ said China now Onmae offidab aress that 

ranked fifth among debtt£ su<* a tos cannot happen m 
countries but did not list the Ouua because legal access to 
top four its “P* 131 markets is much 

A state investigation of 340 F” 1 * r “ tricted than “ M «‘ 

foreign loans “Meanwhile, the Chinese 
*' ln ? s government is looking to this 
SfS ! "*S' ^ issue of state fimds to 

Ssh merely to make upl^a . ^ ,, f 

shot^ of Ot inese curren- ^ ifEty withdlawii^ 

^ ESSE tad little SST 

°[he 1E in C nuT™ft, "d™" Th"^ thatthe’voL* Jf 
i • S ^ f °S" d ‘ 1995 treasury bonds would be 
z n L*™tJ L E7»« d ,n K a " higher than last year’s level of 
S y h ? ICG-8 billion yuan ($12.2 bil- 
China would be severely Hon), but added that the pre- 
squeezed tc repay its debts .n ^ figure wouJd not b/de- 

th= f s- assj n sjs sss 

£?ow £v ^rjsfs “*»■ ^ 

annual export earnings that is China announced this 
considered an acceptable week that it would begin this 
maximum. year’s issue of three-year 

China's foreign-exchange treasury bills from March 1, 
reserves surged past $50 bil- offering annual returns of 14 
lion at the end of 1994, the per cent for nominal bonds— 
result in part of a $5.3 billion up from 13.96 per cent last 
trade surplus in 1994. year and 1.76 percentage 1 

China also has become a points higher than the rate 

major destination of foreign for fixed hank deposits of the 

investment, attracting $33.8 same term, 
billion in actual investment in Like bank deposits, the 
1994, up from $27 billion in bonds — which will not be 
1993. allowed to be traded on stock 

Yet the newspaper noted markets — will also enjoy an 
that some of this money has inflationary subsidy to ensure 


real returns for investors. 
China’s year-on-year infla- 
tion stood at 24.1 per cent in 
January. 

Mr. Jin expressed confi- 
dence that sales of the bonds 
would be fulfilled as planned 
this year. The deadline for 
sales of the three-year bonds 
is July 31. 

He said that China would 
also issue a new type of three- 
year unregistered bond this 
year, with a coupon rate of 
•14.5 per cent, that could be 
traded freely on markets 
once the issuance is finished 
March 20 but which will not 
enjoy any inflationary sub- 
sidy. 

The new bonds are mainly 
targe tied at institutional in- 
vestors and individuals with 
“large investments and good 
risk awareness.” Xinhua 
said. 

Spot and futures trading in 
state bonds took off last year, 
when average daily turnover 
on the Shanghai stock ex- 
change stood at tens of bil- 
lions of yuan and the nominal 
value of the bonds soared. 

Mr. Jin acknowledged that 
“the central treasury is suf- 
fering considerable deficit 
pressure.” adding that be 
hoped the issue would help 
soak up funds held by the 
public for use as much- 
needed investment in agricul- 
ture, science, technology, 
education and other infras- 
tructure sectors. 

The state, which since last 
year has been unable to offset 
its budget deficit by borrow- 
ing from the central bank, 
suffered a shortfall of 70 bil- 
lion yuan in 1994. 

Mr. Jin said the 1995 bond 
issue would also help rein in 
inflation by withdrawing 
money from circulation. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Washington D.C., the U-S- 
capital, has been declared 
virtually broke and govern- 
ment watchdogs said the city 
would run out of cadi this 
summer. 

'Today the District (of 
Columbia) is insolvent — it 
does not have enough cash to 
pay all of its bills. ” John Hill 
of the U.S. General Account- 
ing Office, which was called 
into examine the city’s books, 
told Congress in a written 
report. 

"Given the continued 
spending at current levels, it 
is now dear that the district 
will run out of cash as early as 
this summer,” Mr. Hill added 
in later testimony to two 
House of Representatives 
subcommittees overseeing 
the dty's affairs. 

The city is now seeking 
more financial help from 
Congress. 

Although the capital elects 
its own mayor and city coun- 
cil and has limited 'local tax- 
ing powers, it is heavily de- 
pendent on federal subsidies 
to finance its operations and 
its government is subject to 
congressional oversight. 

That is a bitter pill to the 
roughly 600,000 local resi- 
dents since the city has no 
voting representation in Con- 
gress — a drive to make it the 
5 1st U.S. state has gone no- 
where — yet provides die 
base and facilities for the 
U.S. government and nation- 


al monuments that are a Mec- 
ca of tourism. 

Mr. Hfll-testified before an 
overflow crowd at a House 
office building so jammed 
that elected, members of 
Washington’s city council 
could not find seats. 

City leaders blame much of 
the capital’s problems on ex- 
pensive costs of welfare and 
medicaid payments for the 
poor, but its congressonal 
critics say a bloated local 
government payroll and 
other lavish spending must be 
blamed as well. 

The financial crisis drew 
nationwide headlines last 
week when one major Wall 
Street bond-rating firm 
downgraded Washington’s 
munidpal debt to “junk 
bond” status — the riskiest 
category possible — and 
another major firm cut its 
rating to one notch above 
junk status. 

The Republican-run Con- 
gress is examining ways to 
help the city — overwhel- 
mingly Democratic in its poli- 
tics — and summoned Mayor 
Marion Barry to go over the 
city’s accounts. Mr. Barry 
and. the council have taken 
some steps to lay off dty 
employees uad rein in spend- 
ing on social services. 

Mr. Barry expressed 
optimism that “this financial 
challenge will be conquered” 
and called on Congress to 
have the federal government 
insure the city’s oonds. 

He <aid that would save 


Washington millions of dol- 
lars in interest payments in- 
flated by its rock-bottom 
bond ratings. 

. He also urged Congress to 
take over immediately some 
5267 million in medicaid 
health payments for the poor 
and a further $280 million 
over the next two years. 

Many critics say Mr. Barry, 
who was mayor for 12 years 
through the early 1990s and 
was just reelected after one 
ton . out, is modi to blame 
for this crisis. Bs^ he cited a 
host of problems including a 
loss of lucrative revenues due 
to the tax-exempt status of 
embassies, federal buildings 
and federal land. 

Congressional leaders, in- 
cluding House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, say it is likely Con- 
gress will have to create an 
independent financial control 
board to oversee Washing- 
ton’s recovery and reform 
efforts. 

Mr. Hill said the city wiU 
outspend its revenues this 
year by $49 million more than 
local officials had estimated. 

He said federal auditors 
project that Washington will 
have a $771 million deficit in 
its $3.2 billion budget for the 
1995 fiscal year that ends on 
Sept. 30. 

Republican representative • 
William HUl of Pennsylva- 
nia, chairman of the House 
Government Operations 
Committee, called Mr. Hill’s 
report “chilling.” 


Russian Duma passes budget, 
clears way for IMF loan 


French economy grows 2.5% 


PARIS (R) — The French 
economy grew by 2.5 per cent 
in 1994" after a strong and 
investment performance in 
the fourth quarter that saw 
expansion of 0.6 per cent, the 
national statistics office, IN- 
SEE, said Friday. 

Economists had been 
broadly expecting the news 
after buoyant data on indust- 
rial output and exports in the 
past week. 

Growth last year was 
above the government's 
budget forecast of two per 
cent and showed a sharp 
bounce out of 1993’s reces- 
sion, when national income 
shrank by one per cent. 

Conservative Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur is 
counting on economic growth 
of more than three per cent 
this year to ease the pain of 
near record unemployment, 
currently running at 12.6 per 
cent of the workforce. 

In his campaign to win the 


presidency, he will be hoping 
for strong economic data to 
back up his claim that 
“France is doing better.” 

INSEE also said consumer 
prices rose 0.3 per cent in 
January from December, for 
a year-on-year rise of 1.7 per 
cent. 

The biggest rise was in 
food prices, which increased 
1.1 per cent from the pre- 
vious month, mainly due to a 
rise in fresh vegetable prices, 
up 13.6 per cent because of 
heavy rains. 

Energy prices rose 1.2 per 
cent because of a jump in 
taxes on petroleum products 
which pushed gasoline prices 
up 2.5 per cent. 

INSEE said internal de- 
mand slowed to show a rise of 
0.3 per cent in the fourth 
quarter after a third-quarter 
increase of 1.2 per cent. 
'Fourth-quarter household 
consumption fell 0.2 per cent 
from the previous quarter. 


A sharp drop in consumer 
spending in January, record- 
ded in separate date earlier 
this week, had prompted 
some economists to question 
how long the recovery, fuel- 
led by exports in the fourth 
quarter, could cany on. 

‘To what extent is domes- 
tic demand going to pick up 
and in particular consumer 
spending? That’s the major 
question in the next 12 to 18 
months," Christopher Potts, 
chief economist at Paris 
Broker Cheavreux de Virieu, 
said. 

The data showed that 
growth was being driven by 
exports but Mr. Potts added:. 
'•France cannot rely inde- 
finitely on an export boom.” 

Investment continued to 
pick up in' the fourth quarter, 
while the trade balance made 
a positive contribution, with 
exports growing very strongly 
and imports only slightly less 
so. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
lower house of parliament 
Friday passed the 1995 
budget at a third reading, 
clearing a major obstacle to 
Moscow winning a $63 bil- 
lion International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) loan. 

Deputies in the State 
Duma approved the budget 
draft by 268 votes to 93 with 
three abstentions is the latest 
round of talks between Rus- 
sia and the IMF began in 
Moscow. 

“This fully corresponds to 
the most strict requirements 
of the IMF. This is why we 
have grounds to believe that 
talks with the fund will be 
successful,” First Deputy 
Prime Minister Anatoly Chu- 
bais said in parliament after 
the vote. 

The budget foresees ex- 
penditure of 248 trillion rou- 
bles ($57 billion), revenues of 
175 trillion roubles ($40 bil- 
lion) and a deficit of 73 tril- 
lion ($17 billion), equivalent 
to eight per cent of gross 
domestic product. 

Thr IMF, which has 
alreauy lent Russia $4 billion, 
has finked approval of the 
standby loan to Russia pas- 
sing and sticking to a tight 
budget for 1995. 

A fourth and final reading 
of the draft is required but it 
is seen as largely a formality 


after deputies approved the 
budget danse by dause in the 
third. 

“The third reading is cru- 
cial. there is no way back. 
This is a tough budget, as the 
government wanted it. It 
aims for a sharp reduction in 
inflation,” Mr. Chubais said. 

Finance Minister Vladimir 
Panskov said after the vote 
he was satisfied the Duma 
had shown com monsense and 
said the decision “would have 
a very positive effect on die 
talks with the IMF.” 

Mr. Panskov said talks had 
begun in the finance ministry. 
It was not dear bow long the 
talks would last: - 

However, a senior govern- 
ment source told Reuters 
IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus had writ- 
ten to Russian Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin to 
say he planned to visit Mos- 
cow between March 7 and 14. 

Mr. Camdessus had asked 
to meet Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, the source 
said. If the current talks were 
were successful, Mr. Cam- 
dessus and the Russian side 
would sign a memorandum of 
understanding, paving the 
way for the IMF board to 
approve the loan. 

Deputy Finance Minister 
Sergei Aleksashenko said 
Wednesday the only remain- 


“Once, back in kindergarten, 1 ate 
some paste. Ever since then, food 
has stuck (ike glue to my stomach!” 


Andy Capp 
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Greenspan sees 
U.S. economic 


mg open question was the 
size of the tranches in which 
the loan would be disbursed. 

A Western diplomat wel- 
comed the Duma vote. 
“That, combined with Yelt- 
sin’s veto of foe minimum 
wage bill, has put the budget 
in very good shape for the 
IMF negotiations.” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin Thursday re- 
jected a draft law which 
would have more than dou- 
bled the minimum wage, 
saying it would cost Russia an 
extra 159 trillion roubles ($37 
billion). 

“The standby would be an 
important source of non- 
inflationary financing and in 
that respect is a critical con- 
tributor to bringing down in- 
flation in Russia and stabi- 
losing the economy," the di- 
plomat told Renters. 

A deal with the IMF would 
laso be a positive signal to the 
market and to potential in- 
vestors, foreign and domes- 
tic. 

Russia’s bloody and costly 
military campaign to crush 
separatists in the southern 
region of Cbechenya has 
raised questions about 
whetiier Moscow should re- 
ceive further foreign loans 
and about the direction of 
economic reform. 


WASHINGTON IR) — 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Board 
Chairman Alan Greenspan, 
has said the fast paced eco- 
nomy may be shifting into 
lower gear because of higher 
interest rates, but it was too 
soon to say inflation was no 
longer a threat. 

“The data that have been 
published in the first weeks of 
1995 have offered some in- 
dications that the expansion 
may finally he slowing from 
its torrid and unsustainable 
pace of late 1994,” Mr. 
Greenspan told the Senate 
Banking Committee. 

In ins semi-annual report 
to Congress on the economy, 
he sounded an upbeat note, 
making it clear he saw no 
signs of the country slipping 
into recession. 

“Overall, the performance 
of the economy (in 1995) still 
should be good,” Mr. 
Greenspan said. “We expect 
growth to continue and infla- 
tion to be contained.” 

Financial analysts noted 
the upbeat tone of Mr. 
Greenspan’s closely watched 
testimony and said the Fed 
chief may be looking to give 
himself manoeuvring room. 

“He has changed his tune 
quite a bit to the more opti- 
mistic side and no longer 
emphasises the evils of infla- 
tion,” said Sung Won Sohn. 
Norwest Corp’s chief eco- 
nomist. 

Fed policymakers told* 
Congress in their semi-annual’ 
report that they expect eco- 
nomic growth to slow to a 
moderate two per cent to 
three per cent rate this year, 
from, a robust four per cent 


pace last year. They 
inflation to rise to three to3.5 
per cent this year from under 
Three per cent in 1994. 

The jobless rate they see 
remaining fairly steady at ab- 
out 5.5 per cent. 

The Fed. the U3. central 
bank, has raised interest rates 
seven times in the past year in 
an effort to slow the economy 
and wring out inflationary 
pressures that appeared to be 
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uilding. Mr. Greenspan said 
it was undear whether the 
Fed’s work was complete. 

‘To date, the jury remains 
out .on whether the slowing 
that is in tram will be suffi- 
cient to contain inflation 
pressures,” he said. 

While the soft-spoken Fed 
chief did not rule out further 
rate increases, he also held 
out the possibility that the 
central bank would move 
quickly to lower rates and 
stave off a recession it if felt 
underlying inflationary press- 
ures were under control. 

“There may come a time 
when we hold our policy 
stance unchanged, or even 
ease, despite adverse price 
data, should we see signs that 
underlying forces are 
acting... to reduce inflation,” 
Mr. Greenspan said. 

The effects of higher in- 
terest rates appear to be con- 
centrated in. the housing mar- 
ket so far, Mr. Greenspan 
said. 

He told lawmakers that 
trimming the federal deficit 
would help the overall eco- 
nomy by freeing up money 
- that the government would 
otherwise borrow from inves- 
tors. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 26, 1995 

By Thomas & Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Find out how you stand with others 
today and do whatever is needed to improve relations. Try to 
undentand your mate’s views and harmony will prev afl . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to. May 20) Make new acquaintances who can 
help enrich your life today. Attend a group meeting that is 
worthwhile and meet new, interest i ng people. Don’t stand in the 
comer and be shy! 

GEMINI: (May 21 to-June 21) Study your surroundings and make 
plans for immurement today. Allow time to engage in your 
favourite hobby with congenial friends and your loved one. 
MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to July 21) Take part io new activities 
today tint are fine for you but first know all the facts con c e rning 
them. Think constructively and expect that the best is goii^ to occur. 

IRQ: (Inly 22 to August 21) Your mate may have a change of 
attitude tins morning so go along with the new idea for the best; 
results. Take it easy tonight and express happiness with your soul 
mate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Show more interest today in 
civic affaire and gain the respect cn others. Make this a most 
productive day in any activity you, are involved in. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Improve your environment 
now so that it is more inspiring and brings you greater comfort 
Cbme to a bettor onderetanding with a mate in the evenmg. Go out 
for dinner. 



project well before you put it into operation. Don’t take any risks 
this afternoon that could prove costly m doflare or reputation. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Make long range. plans 
today that could give you added income in the future. Come to a 
better understanding of femDy me mb ers and h ar m on y will prevafl. 

FISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You are likely to be upset about 
matters you cannot change this morning so concentrate on whatever 
brings inner peace and har m on y to a0 that is around you. 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Eugene Puflenberger 


27 AFT rival 

28 VMsr vapor 

29 Flagrant 
□oropound* 

31 — pu&Oc 

33 Literary 
monogram 

34 — item 
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I ■■■■■■■ MM 

II illll ■■■■ 

in an ann 

inn aaimi 
an mmm ■ 
mia aiuii ■ 
m an anaa 
!■ ama ana 
i aaaaaaa aaa 
iaaaa aaaaaaa 
«■■■ a a aaaaa 


SI Atonal 
■53 Mas Hoot's 
word 

54 Potent pofen 
producer ■ 

36 Popular toy 
56 Gfabu 

59 Pedal 

60 Wgtwptrtsd . 
hone 

61 PsiUarn 

DOWN 

1 HMbu8 

2 Stan a quarrel 
S’Su— on 

tw*' 

* TWerp 

5 WOn. but 


12 Hankera 

13 Boiingi tool ■ 

14 Juniper oitto 
Bfcto 

19 TaradtocDe 
S3 Crazier 
2( Began - 
26 Mexican moots 
26 Uau . 

30 Seep stage: 
abbr. 

32 Unlock to poets 
35 (Sadat massas 
38 Drink In Dover 

37 OassyUdtee 

38 npeets 

39 In fasten 
*0 Seurats 


„ aaa □□□ □□□□□ 
QaaatJ aas aanan 
□□□qq uuu uutjun 
OHOQEU □QQQQQ - 

□BaooaaHBQD- ana 

□onaaopnn 

QBEB OHBDn DBQfl 

□□□□□ QEQQnnnnn 
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4fi Infirm 
47 Avarice 


41 H^sntogaganto 43 Frighten 
.43 FanatoloMer SI Aotarrechanl 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


Farmers 
foil * open 
markets’ 
experiment 


** FARMERS’ reluctance 
to sell their fruits and veget- 
ables directly to consumers 
was behind the unsuccessful 
attempt to introduce the idea 
of selling produce on “the 
open markets” launched at 
the beginning of this month 
by the Municipality of Grea- 
ter Amman m cooperation 
with the ministries of supply 
and agriculture. According to 
Mustafa Abu Isbaa, die man- 
ager at the central vegetable 
market, farmers prefer to 
dump their produce in the 
hands of intermediaries and 
could care less about selling 
details. 

Noting that the farmer 
himself was the key element 
to the success of the “open 
markets” idea. Mr. Abu 
Isbaa attributed the reluct- 
ance of the fanners to come 
forward and break the ring of 
intermediaries to their inex- 
perience and their unwilling- 
ness to spend time on direct 
selling. He pointed out that 
fanners should have been 
made aware of the new sys- 
tem and encouraged to par- 
ticipate before launching and 
promoting the project. 

Mr. Abu Isbaa emphasised 
that the intermediary was 
“the king of the game” as he 
solely benefits whether pro- 
duce prices go up or down. 
The benefits, Mr. Abu Isbaa 
explains, are extracted from 
the farmers who do not want 
to enter into the selling 
dilemma and from the retail- 
ers who try to get the best' 
for his customers (A1 


I’i). 

☆☆ A PREPARATORY 
committee has been set up to 
arrange for the international 
economic conference slated 
for October of this year. The 
committee is headed by In- 
dustry and Trade Minister 
Ali A bul Ragheb and in- 
cludes as members the secret- 
ary generals of the ministries 
of finance, information, plan- 
ning and foreign affairs as 
well as the deputy governor 
of the Central Bank, the 
director-general of the stock 
-exchange, the presidents of 
the chambers of industry and 
trade and Dr. Ahmad Mango 
(A1 Ra’i). 

THE MINISTRY of Jus- 
tice intends to propose some 
amendments on punitive laws 
regarding bouncing cheques 
for insufficient funds. A com- 
mittee is conducting a com- 
prehensive review on the 
issue with special emphasis 
on giving judges the authority 
to substitute a jail term for a 
fine with the payment of the 
cheque amount. 

Article 421 under consid- 
eration for amendment states 
that anyone giving a cheque 
without sufficient funds will 
be penalised by imprison- 
ment and a fine without giv- 
ing the judge the authority to 
replace the jail term with a 
fine after the payment of the 
cheque amount. 

Under the old law of 1960, 
such an authority was given 
but it was dropped in the 
1988 amendment. 

About 350.000 cheques, 
amounting to approximately 
ID 300 million, bounced last 
year. Courts resolved 5,000 
lawsuits on this issue and 
imprisoned 4,000 persons as a 
result (A1 Ra’i). 

■irir THE INTENTION is to 
liquidate the Jordan, Com- 
pany for TV, Radio and 
Cinema Production due to its 
administrative and financial 
troubles (A1 Ra'i). 

irk THE GENERAL assem- 
bly of the Arab Jordan In- 
vestments Company (AJIC) 
elected Abdul Qader Al Qadi 
as board chairman and Radi 
Ibrahim as deputy chairman. 
Elected as board members 
were: Haiti A! Qadi: Samer 
AI Qadi; the Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank's (AJIB), 
Mahmoud Abdul Rob, 
KJtaled Abu Eisheh, Bashar 
Al Lawzi, Raed Mohammad 
Jaber, Fahmi Abu Dayyeh, 
IJamed Jaber and Company. 
4JIC was set up last year 
with an authorised capital of 
JD 10 million. 


German engineers’ strike 
goes into second day 


BONN (R) — Germany's 
first engineering strike for 11 
years entered its second day 
Saturday amid signs that em- 
ployers were not folly behind 
their federation’s tough line. 

LG- Metall, with three mil- 
lion members the biggest 
trade union in the Western 
world, has chosen 20 firms 
with 11,000 workers in the 
southern state of Bavaria as 
the place to start forcing 
through its demand for a six 
per cent pay rise. 

On Saturday pickets stood 
at the gates of all the factor- 
ies, including plants run by 
engineering giants Siemens 
A.G. and MAN A.G., to 
keep up the pressure 
although no employees 
would anyway have been due 
to work at the weekend. 

Bavaria is home to many of 
Germany's best-known en- 
gineering sector companies, 
including carmakers Audi 
AG. and BMW A.G., but also bat 
a strong contingent ot 
medium-sized businesses 
which could suffer most if the 
strike is prolonged. 

With employers still refus- 
ing to make any pay offer 
unless the union accepts com- 
pensation in the form of cost 
cuts. Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel called on both sides to 
return to the negotiating 
table after 34 unsuccessful 
rounds of bargaining. 

“A strike is a burden on 
the economy, stability and 
tbe Deutscbemark and a 
threat to jobs," he told Sun- 
day’s Bild Am Sonntag week- 
ly, according to an advance 
release. 

“Even one week of 
strikes is too much and would 
hurt our image as a country 
of political and social stabil- 


ity,” he said. 

Mr. Waigel said he ex- 
pected the sides to reach a 
settlement that included a 
moderate pay rise — based 
on inflation and increases in 
productivity — as well as 
more flexibility of working 
hours. 

However, tbe employers' 
federation Gesaratraelali has 
so far doggedly refused even 
to talk about a pay rise until 
I.G. Metall accepts cost- 
cutting measures including 
the postponement of a shor- 
ter 35-hour working week 
already agreed for Oct. 1. 

The tactic is meeting in- 
creasing criticism from com- 
panies who believe tbe em- 
ployers are losing the public 
relations battle, and putting 
orders at risk by stoking the 
strike. 

Carlbanns Da mm. chief 
executive of domestic ap- 
pliance maker AEG Haus- 
geraete GMBH, one of the 
affected firms, said he was 
considering frying to do an 
independent deal with his 
workers, and possibly quit- 
ting the employers* federa- 
tion. 

-Many employers say this 
pay round should have been 
much more straightforward 
than last year’s, when a strike 
was averted by an eleven- 
hour pay deal. 

Klaus Bregger, chairman 
of the Christian Democratic 
Party's an all- and medium- 
sized business lobby, told 
SAAR Radio: 

“I consider it the duty of 
the employers' federation to 
put its cards on the table, u he 
said, while adding that firms 
should be able to do -more 
individual deals with their 
own workers. 
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Industrialists urge 
to set up information 






BRUSSELS (R) — World 
business leaders on Saturday 
called on the Group of Seven 
(G-7) industrial nations to 
create global roles to guaran- 
tee competition and guard 
against piracy on the in- 
formation superhighway. 

Executives from some of 
tbe world’s biggest corpora- 
tions driving tbe information 
revolution blending televi- 
sion, computers and com- 
munications networks said 
governments should move 
faster to ensure fair competi- 
tion or risk delaying tbe crea- 
tion of millions of new jobs 
worldwide. 

Business leadeis argued 
that the highest priority must 


be given to dismantling track: 
barriers, agreeing on technic- 
al standards to make sure 
global networks axe compati- 
ble, and determining what 
services people really want. 

“Now it is time for govern- 
ments to take action to set 
dear rules on a global scale 
and create a favourable en- 
vironment for a new wave of 
investment by the private sec- 
tor,” said Carlo die Benedct- 
ti, chairman of Olivetti, the 
Italian computer maker. 

Mr. De Benedetti, as 
chairman of the European 
Roundtable of Industrialists 
(ERT), proposed that 
businessmen from Europe, 
die U.S., Canada and Japan 


draft dear proposals for the 
next G-7 meeting to acceler- 
ate construction of informa- 
tion superhighways. 

“We urge that a dear ac- 
tion plan be put on the agen- 
da for the next G-7 summit in 
Halifax,” be said, referring to 
a full summit in the Canadian 
rity. 

Two forces were driving 
the information revolution, 
Mr. De Benedetti said — 
technological developments 
that make it easier to transfer 
large amounts of data and tbe 
emergence of an intercon- 
nected global economy, 
which is making national bor- 
ders irrelevant. 

“These two forces will 
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will lead u$ into a major 
development cycle that nas ■ 
no precedent m history,’* he 
said. 

Government ministers 
from the United States, 
Canada, France, -Britain, 
Japan, Germany and Italy 
were meeting 1 with business ■ 
leaders to cBscuss what needs ' 
to be done to create a global . 
information society. - 

^pveral corporate execu- 
tives said changes to industry 
and society at large as a resuh 
of the new technologies 
would have consequences far 
greater than those following 
the industrial revolution. 

Educators and researchers 
attending thfe round table dis- 
cussion pointed out that there 
would be vast changes in the. 
way people learn as more and 
more information is made 
available on public networks. 

“Most people think this is 
about 500 television chan- 
nels, but- it’s not,” said - 
Michael Dertouzos, a profes- 
sor at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. “This 
is about books, about manag- 
ing money, health, recipes, 
it’s about teaming, human 
speech and a lot more.” 

Michael Spindler, chief ex- 
ecutive of Apple Co m puter s , 
echoed the common theme 
expressed during die three- 
day conference by business 
leaders from around the 
world. 

‘Technology is no longer a 
hindrance. Tbe barriers are 
political,” he said. 

Reflecting the concerns of 
many of the world’s pub- 
lishers about misuse of then- 
products on global computer 
networks, Mark Woessner, 
chairman of Bertelsmann AG, 
called for new, global copyi- . 
igfat laws.. 

“This is only possible by 
creating a new copyright 
management system,” he 
said. 

U.S. Vice President Al 
Gore told industrialised na- 
tions Saturday the United 
States would open its tele- 
communications markets to 
anyone who did likewise as a 
way of boosting the informa- 
tion society of the fixture. 

. At a speech to a(G-7) confer- 


ence on ways to exploit new 
technologies, Mr. Gore said 
Robust competition was 
essential for countries to 
achieve their goals. 

“Whether by new law or 
new. regulation, w e int end to 
s open .foreign investment in 
telecommunications services 
in the United States for com- 
panies of all countries who 
have opened their own mar- 
kets,” he told a lunch of G-7 
ministers and European Un- 
ion dignitaries. 

The (G-7) — the United 
States, Japan, France, Italy, 
Germany, Britain ahd Cana- 
da — is meeting in Brussels 
for weekend discussions on 
ways to boost the information 
society, a world where com- 
puters, telephones and televi- 
sions converge in a vast glob- 
al link-up. 

“Empowered by the mov- 
able type erf the next mflle- 
niuro we can send carvans 
loaded with tbe wealth of 
human knowledge and 
creativity along trails of light 
to every home and village,” 
Mr. Gore said. 

The meeting is surrounded 
by a dazzling array of high- 
tech wizardry at a trade fair 
featuring everything from a 
maHiine that • read palm* to 
replace passports to compu- 
ters that track the destruction 
of tbe rain forest. 

“The best way to drive this 
revolution forward is for gov- 
ernments to understand that 
tbe customer's choice is the 
major driver,” Peter Bon- 
fiekl, chairman of Britain’s 
computer manufacturer rci 
told the group. 

Mr. Gore, a long-time 
advocate of hi^h technology, 
told the G-7 ministers that as 
well as opening markets they 
needed to develop effective 
property rights guarantees 
for traffic travelling on die 
information superhighway, 
and that common standards 
needed to be -set for the 
technology. 

G-7 partners disagree on 
some aspects of die way for- 
ward, particularly how to 
protect national cultures 
(i cropi dfp.wmqg.in American 
products. - 


Samir Baidas: Marriott's sales 
manager 

1 ■ ‘ •- 
Samir Baidas has assumed his duties as a sales manager of 
the Amman Marriott Hotel effective March IS, 1995. 

Mr. Baidas studied hotel management at tbe HotelConsclt 
University in Switzerland. After graduation, be worked at 
the Sheraton in London for two years. In 1991 , be joined the 
Riyadh Marriott Hotel in Saudi Arabia until his transfer to 
tbe Amman Marriott Hotel. 


FORWENT 

Many apartments and vfiaa 
furnished and unfurnished. 
Wb also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and buidng tots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun RmI Estate 
TmL 810605/810809 
810529 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweifiyeti 


-r*£ n 


O.TEL 
•SECURITY 
"HOSPITALITY 
'GASTRONOMY, 



[AH Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4-ijAj <— 4-aJatf 

1863944 - 8*16690 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 




Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Swerffyeh 


For Your Stay in Amman 

Quafity Furnished Rats " 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5thCirtto 



jjb.iS Vmnutn - first oirv!c 
l KAO r.Mi; \S"\ 

TKL.: 6542U5 


REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 

Fax. 864231 



RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6/819676 FAX: 6 / 81 9678 
ABDOUN 

19 FAWZI AL-MAUCI ST. 

PjO.BOX: 960643 
AMMAN 11166 JORDAN 


WE HAVE NO OTHER BRANCHES 


SZ5BHWAN GhUQKMB 
CHINESE ftEOTAQRANT 

Wad 




Takmrnamfla 

She JUAnb'JStmsS 
Un utmbwh CanmmM Ctanfiw 

T*L' 881174 

^ fete Tasted Ai^ljvtd 
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MiNG-SHfNG 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
8J0 - 11-JO purs. 
Tel.: 861838 



COLLAR 


RENTACAR 


Your First Choice 
in Cor Rental 


Shmeisani 

ret 693399 


STUMO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gel;- 

• JVHBO photo 
30 % larger 


• Free en large- 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani -.Opp. Grimflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


If We Don't Have It 
We Will Make »t 


Precision 
Custom* — 


F^hUm A A‘*** ofUr ' 
Swainyth • Above CfikTfloun® 

T.- ■ , 




Set If tar 

or 

a la carte dinner 


Jabal Amman 3rd circle! 9. 


Tel. 6! 50 61 
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Cantona banned for 7 months 


ST ALBANS, England (R) — Fieiy French striker Eric 
Cantona was on Friday banned from playing soccer for 
seven months and fined 10,000 sterling ($15,900) by the 
English Football Association for his two-footed attack on a 
spectator. 

A three-man disciplinary committee suspended the 
Manchester United player “from all football activities'’ 
until September 30 after finding him guilty of bringing the 
game into disrepute. 

Cantona told the committee he was deeply sorry for last 
month’s attack on a Crystal Palace fan that was seen by 
nriUfons on televisions. 

He sat stony-faced with his arms folded and said nothing 
after the verdict was announced at a news conference. 
Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson was equally 
reticent but the club's lawyer said be thought', the ban was a 
“bit harsh”. _ 1 

The ban goes beyond the measures taken by Manchester 
United who told the former French captain in January he 
could not play for the club again this season. The Premier 
League champions also fined him two weeks' wages — 
20,000 pounds ($31,800). 

The F.A. fine was the equivalent of a week's wages for 
Cantona, whose career has been bedevilled by clashes with 
authority. 

“I don’t think be got off lightly. His particular sin was 
.going into the spectator’s area,” F.A. chief executive 
Graham Kelly said afterwards. 

Cantona jumped into the crowd with both feet flying 
after a spectator ran down to the touch tine to abuse him 
when he was sent off for a foul. English soccer has been 
tarnished by crowd violence, allegations of bribery and 
drugs problems this season. 

Police on Tuesday charged the former French captain 
with co mm on assault. He is to appear in court on March 23. 

The Football Association, announcing its ban, said it had 
taken account of a number of factors — Cantona’s previous 
record, the provocation he faced the fan. his expression of 
regret and assurances of good behaviour in future. 

“We are concerned about the increasing level of abuse 
that footballers seem to have to suffer — we don’t think it is 
acceptable, we don't think it is part of the game," Kelly 
said. 

He considered Cantona's apology sincere. “He has come 


along today and has said there will be no repetition of this 
sort of incident. I think he recognises the gravity (of it).” 

Cantona's French lawyer, Jean- Jacques Bertrand, had 
said he feared the star could receive a permanent worl- 
dwide ban. Neither the dub nor Cantona will appeal but 
United, champions for the past two years, were upset by 
the decision. 

. “I think it is a bit harsh,’ Manchester United lawyer 
Maurice Watkins said. He said Cantona would continue to 
be paid by* the club but would not receive any bonuses. 

"He expressed his regret deeply and sincerely,” Watkins 
said of the disciplinary hearing.' 

This is the second major English soccer inquiry in two 
days. On Thursday the Premier League found sacked 
Arsenal manager George Graham received a ’bung’ 
(payment) of 425,500 pounds ($677,300) from an agent as a 
result of his purchase of two Scandinavian players. 

It stopped short of saying Graham had broken any 
regulations or of announcing any sanctions on the manager, 
sacked by Arsenal on Tuesday after they were informed of 
its findings. 

In Paris, French league president Noel Le Graet said 
Cantona’s sanction was severe. 

“I thought the English Association would be content 
with the decision already taken by Manchester United to 
suspend him for the remainder of the season," he said. 

“The new sanction is touzfa because it will prevent him 
from starting the next season,” he said. 

Cantona, who was stripped of the French captaincy, will 
miss four of France’s qualifying matches for the 1996 
European Championships while serving his ban. 

Le Greet added: “I’ve already said that Cantona could 
not be France's captain any more and that still stands, even 
if his behaviour in the team has always been exemplary.” 

Manchester United chairman Martin Edwards said the 
dub was disappointed by the F.A.’s decision to extend the 
club's own ban. 

“We felt a ban until the end of the season and a 
maximum fine was the right punishment, but obviously the 
F.A. have dedded to add to that. We could appeal, but we 
won’t," he said. 

“I cannot say more than we are disappointed with it, but 
we accept their decision.” 


Hull from ’92 champs bows in defeat 

(AFP) 
ided he 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — A 
era ended here Fri- 
day ofT Point Loma. 

Dennis Conner’s Stars and 
Stripes won the last race in 
the third round of America’s 
defender trials by one-minute 
and 52 seconds over the ail- 
woman crew aboard 
America3. 

Challenger races were con- 
cluded earlier. Fourth-round 
action for U.S. defender 
hopefuls and international 
challengers begins in March. 

The race was the last for 
the America3’s USA-23 hull, 
which will be replaced by the 
new USA-43 for the fourth 
round-robin starting March 
2. USA-23 was the bull that 
carried the America3 crew to 
victory in the 1992 America’s 
Cup. 

The long-and-nartow de- 
sign parameters of USA-23 
also became the guide that 
many naval architects fol- 
lowed for the 1995 event. 

“It’s kind of sad to put her 


to bed,” America3 president 
Bill Koch said of USA-23. 
“A lot of people don’t realise 
how significant USA-23 was. 

“At the time it was built, 
everyone was going for stabil- 
ity and wide boats. We went 
long and narrow. Now every- 
1 one is going long and narrow. 
USA-23 changed the game. 
Being copied is great flat- 


only three of 16 races, the 
women aboard USA-23 were 
a distent third with seven 
points. 

“We need a new boat,” 
team captain Dawn Riley 
said. “As good as USA-23 
was, her day was yesterday. I 
really wanted to win this last 
race in the old boat. I guess I 
was sentimental until I saw 


America’s Cup 


tery." 

Three years after its day, 
America3 was competitive in 
some conditions, particularly ' 
going into the winds in more 
than 10 knots. But the new 
generation boats had surpas- 
sed USA-23’s downwind abi- 
litaes. , . , 

The defender’s third 
round-robin ended with 
Young America and Stars 
and Stripes tied for the lead 
with 25 points. Winners in 


the new boat.” 

“Most people don’t realise 
how significant some of 
USA-23's innovations were,” 
said Koch. 

When USA-23 was laun- 
ched in 1992, Paul Cayajd, 
then skipper of challenger II 
Moro Di Venezia, remarked: 
“If USA-23 is right, then 
everyone else is wrong.” 
“Everyone else was 
wrong,” laughed Doug Peter- 
son. 



ABU-GHAZALEH CONSULTING 
(AGCO) 

Member of Talal Abu-Ghazalch International 

Training Seminars in ISO 9000 Standards 

Abu-Ghazaleh Consulting is organizing training 
seminars in ISO 9000 Standards in conjunction with 
Neville Clarke-U.K., and under the sponsorship of 
Resource-U.K. 

Seminars will tackle specialized topics in quality field 
according to the following schedule: 

1- DOCUMENTATION & IMPLEMENTATION 
OF QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (QMS) 
ACCORDING TO ISO 9000 STANDARDS. 
DATE: 7 -8 March, 1995 

2- ASSESSOR / LEAD ASSESSOR COURSE. 
DATE : 11 - 15 March, 1995 

For more information, please contact: 
Abu-Ghazaleh Consulting 
Mr. Maher Al-Tal 
Tel:6K35Il -6X5977 
Fax: 6962X4 
P.O.BOX: 921100 
Amman 11192 - Jordan 


Japan 

bids for 

2002 
World 

Cup 

TOKYO (R) — Japan is to 
confirm on Monday it is for- 
mally joining arch-rivals 
South Korea in the race to 
stage the 2002 World Cup 
finals. 

Mexico has also lodged a 
bid but a FIFA spokesman 
said file country had not yet 
formally confirmed it, but 
could do so by mail or fax 
befoteYiext Tuesday’s dead- 
line. 

Japan's bid committee said 
Shunichiro Okano, vice- 
president of the Football 
Association of Japan, and 
Junji Ogura, the committee’s 
secretary-general, would 
hand over the written con- 
firmation of tiie bid and a 
letter from Prime Minister 
Tomiidri Murayama to FIFA 
general secretary Sepp Blat- 
ter. 

It said the letter of official- 
ly declaring intention to host 
the finals, written by Ken 
Naganuma, president of the.. 
Football Association of 
Japan, was submitted to 
FIFA through fax on Friday. 



Louganis 
to meet 

public 


NEW YORK (Agencies) 

The taped interview in 

which Greg Uouganis 
admitted he has AIDS and 
was HIV-positive at the 
1988 Olympics was shown 
Friday, even as the diver 
prepared for his first public 
appearance since the discl- 
osure. . 

The conversation be- 
tween Louganis and Bar- 
bara Walters was broadrag 

on the television show “2 W. 
20,” but excerpts and transn 
cripts released by the ABC 
network had already re- 
vealed the story. . 

Louganis, who admitted; 
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Orlando Marie guard Nick 
photo) 


Anderson #25 ste ms a 


basketball over an opponent (AFP 


Shaq ejected but Orlando gets revengd 


ORLANDO (R) — The 
angry giant was banished, but 
his teammates stepped up 
big. 

Orlando centre Shaqnille 
O'Neal was thrown out of the 
game in the first quarter, but 
the Magic elevated their 
game to trounce the Celtics 
129-103 on Friday and avenge 
a defeat by Boston the night 
before. 

O’Neal, the league's lead- 
ing scorer, was ejected with 
4:35 left in the first quarter 
after he threw a punch or 
hard ShoVe at Boston centre 
Eric, Mdhtross, - who had- 
slowed bimdown just enough . 
in the second half the night 
before for the Celtics to beat 
Orlando. 

Nick Anderson and Anfer- 
nee Hardaway scored 27 
points apiece for the Magic, 


who lost to Boston 119-117 
Thursday. 

Orlando guard Brian Shaw 
and forward Horace Grant 
both missed the game due to 
back spasms. 

“Every disappointing,'' 
Boston coach Chris Ford 
said. “They were down two 
players and then Shaq gets 
tossed out. instead of taking 
advantage of all those oppor- 
tunities, we just caved in. 
They stepped it up, they j got 
mad, they got aggressive, 
they took it to us and beat us 
m. every fashion possible.” 

- In Phoenix, Charles Bark- ■ 
ley scored 25. points and- Way- 
man Tisdale added 18 off the 
bench as the Suns routed the 
Los Angeles Clippers 118- 
106. 

The Suns, who were com- 
ing off their first consecutive 


RESULTS 


New Jersey 

114 

Dallas 

104 

Orlando 

129 

Boston 

103 

Atlanta 

107 

Washington . 

92 

Miami 

91 

Chicago 

S3 

Indiana 

98 

Mllwankee 

86 

San Antonio 

114 

Detroit 

97 

Phoenix 

118 

LA Clippers 

106 

Portland 

114 

Utah 

101 

Seattle 

90 

Denver 

86 

LA Lakers 

95 

Charlotte 

93{OT) 


job bppbkibnity 
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RADE 


Austrade, 

Australian Trade Commission 

Is Seeking to employ an ambitious Male/ Female 
Administrator with the following qualifications : 

1- A university degree in BA or equivalent . 

2- Fluent in English . 

3- Perfect typing Skills in English . 

4- Good experience in using personal computers, Windows, 
Microsoft Word, Excel.... 

5- Fil ingf and office organisation skills . 

6- Book Keeping . 

If you meet the above requirements, please send your CV to : 

Post Manager 

Australian Trade Commission 
P.0. Box: 850889 
Sweifieh 11185 
Amman, Jordan 


losses of the season, im- 
proved to 23-5 at home and 
kept pace with Orlando for 
the league's best record at 
41-13. 

At Los Angeles, Eloen 
Campbell hit a 10-foot base- 
fine jumper with 25 seconds 
left in over overtime to lift 
the Lakers to a 95-93 victory 
over the Charlotte Hornets. 

Anthony Peeler had a 
career-high six 3-pointers en 
route to 27 points and Vlade 
Divac scored 25 points and 
matched ids career high wiht 
24 rebounds. . 

. • Campbell • had 18‘ 'points 
and 10 rebounds for the t£t- 
ere, WhO have won eight of 
their last nine games, includ- 
ing four straight and five in a 
row at home. 

At New Jersey, Derrick 
Coleman had 23 points and 
' Chris Morris 20 as the Nets 
beat the slumping Dallas 
Mavericks 114-104. 

Dallas’ Jimmy Jackson, the 
league’s fifth leading scorer, 
left the game after injuring 
his left ankle midway through 
the first quarter. 

In San Antonio^ David 
Robinson scored 12 of his 37 
points in a fourth-quarter run 
as the Spore pulled away for 
their fourth straight win, 114- 
97 over the Detroit Pistons. 

In Miami, Glen Rice 
scored 24 points and Billy 
Owens had 21 points and 10 
rebounds as the beat defe- 
ated the Chicago Bulb 91-83. 

Scottie Pippen scored 22 
points to lead Chicago. 

In Portland, Rod Strick- 
land scored 30 points as the 
Trail Blazers cruised to a 
114-101 victory over the Utah 
Jazz. 

Kart Malone scored 26 
points for Utah, which has 
lost five of its last six road 
games after a 15-game road 
win streak. 

In Milwaukee, Dale Davis 
scored 21 points and grabbed 
14 rebounds to lead the Indi- 
ana Pacers to their fifth 
straight win, 98-86 over the 
Bucks. 

In Baltimore, Steve Smith 
scored 27 points and Moolrie 
Blaylock added 25 as the 
Atlanta Hawks handed the 
Washington Bullets their 
sixth straight loss, 107-92. 

The Hawks won for the 
sixth time in rider last eight 
games. The Bullets have lost 
12 of their last 13. 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 
scored nine of his 13 points in 
the fourth quarter, including 
a pair of free throws with 1:28 
left to break a tie, as the 
Supersonks beat the Denver 
Nuggets 90-86. 

The loss broke a three- 
game winning streak for De- 
nver. 


plans to appear here Mon-, 
day at A Different Light 
bookstore . to sign copies of. 
Iris autobiography, “Break-, 
ing the Surface." 

■ An excerpt of the book, 
published by People maga- 
zine, said Lo ugan is was 
driven to excel by “a life- 
time of fear and pain.” 
Louganis, 35, said after 
striking his bead on the 
diving board in Seoul be 
was “paralyzed with fear" 
that ms blood might .infect 
other divers or the doctors 
who treated his injury. 

The doctor has since 
tested negative for AIDS 
and medical experts said 
there was no danger of 
.contamination from any 
blood in the diving pool. 

‘AIDS risk from 
Louganis ‘infinitesimal*’’ 

In Lausanne, Switzer- 
land, the Chairman of the 
IOC medical commission. 
Prince Alexandre de 
Merode, said Friday the 
risk of Greg Louganb in 
-feeling other (fivers at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics had 
been “ infinitesimal.” 

The American diver, 
who had not told officials 
he was HTV positive, hit his 
bead on the edge of a 
springboard and blood 
dripped into the pool. 

The athlete, who only 
revealed be had AIDS last 
week, was ?t the tkpe wor- 
ried about 'the safety, of: 
pother athletes. 

But Merode said there 
had been no . danger to 
others as the virus could 
only be roread by “direct 
contact of body fluids.” 
Merode added there was. 
no reason to demand from 
athletes a declaration of 
whether they were HIV 
positive or not before com- 
peting. 
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Louganis says be was. 
raped 

In New York, diver Greg 
Louganis, the U.S. Olym- 
pic gpld medal winner who. 
said earlier this week he f 
has AIDS, tells in a recent- 
article of a six-yearl 
homosexual relationship, 
with an abusive lover who a 
him. 

that like most bat-, 
rases he ‘wanted 
love and approval,’ Louga-’ 
nis describes his volatile 
relationship with a man he; 
calls Tom. 

He details a 1982 ino-> 
drat when his lover went; 
into a tirade, came at him; 
with a knife and then raped > 
him. i 

■ In a People Magazine' 
excerpt of Lougams’s: 
book, “Breaking the Sur-~ 
face,” the diver also de- 1 
scribes painful memories of *■ 
his adoptive father who, he: 
says, only took an interest ' 
in him when be was diving. „ 

Louganis recalls' one- 
.occasion when bis adoptive - 
father beat him with a belt ' 
nntil he successfully’ 
-finished ai new (five he was * 
practising. 

“He hat me across my* 
backside and legs until it ‘ 

. burned. That I can’t' 1 
forget,” Louganis said. *> 

Detailing the sexual-;' 
abuse he encountered with 1 
his gay lover, the (fiver said - 
it rook place in 1983, and^* 
was “over the feet that he ' 
wasn’t' the only man Td „ 
been sexually involved with. 

' daring that time.” 
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Robert De Niro & Nick Nolle 
in 

Cape Fear 

Shows: 1230. 3:00, 630, 8:30, 1030 


Home Alone 11 

Shows: 12:30. 230. 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD *1’ 

BAD GIRLS 

Shows: 1230, 3:00, 8:15, 1030 

CONCORD <2 V 


Mousa HIJazin “Suma’atT 
in the political comedy 
“HI Citizen” 

Author and Director. Mohammad Ai 
Shawaqfeh 

Daily starting 8:30 p.m. 
Monday is the weekly holiday 


Nabfl A l Hashinl Theatre 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy ' 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is dosed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available air 
day. 


Presents; 

The political satire: 

ALSAlAM YA SALAJML 

at 8:30 pjn. 

For reservation, please cal' 
_ 625155 

The theatre Is dosed oi 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Holyfield medical 
suspension lifted 


Chang, Agassi in U.S. indoor semis 


^hhX? GAS — Former 
world heavyweight champion 
Evander Holyfield received a 
sput decision on Friday in his 
battle to end his medical sus* 
P®®on and fight again 

The Nevada State Athletic 
Commission, which regulates 
boxing in the state, lifted its 
medical suspension of Holy- 
neld, dearing the way for 
other states to allow him to 
fight again, but it did not rule 
op whether he could fight in 
Nevada. 

The commission issued its 
medical suspension when 
• Holyfield was hospitalised 
immediately after he lost by 
decision to Michael Moorer 
here last April 22. Holyfield 
retired four days later after 
he w as diagnosed as suffering 
from a heart condition — a 
stiff left ventricle. 

Die commission did not 
have the opportunity at its 
monthly meeting to grant or 
deny the 32-year-old Holy- 
field a licence to fight in 
Nevada because his request 
for a licence was withdrawn 
in a letter from his attorney. 

The medical suspension by 
the commission, one of the 
most influential boxing reg- 


ulatory bodies in the world, 
had effectively prevented 
Holyfield from being licenced 
throughout the United 
States. 

Holyfield’s promoter. 
Main Events Enc, plans for 
the former champion to fight 
Ray Mercer on May 20 in 
Atlantic Gty, New Jersey. 

Dr. Elias Ghanem, one of 
the five commissioners, on 
Friday reiterated that he is 
not satisfied with medical 
data supplied to the medical 
advisory board by Holyfield's 
physicians. 

“1 have some unanswered 
questions about Evander’s 
medical condition,** said 
Ghanem, the only commis- 
sion member who is a physi- 
cian. 

Die commission's vote to 
lift the medical suspension on 
Holyfield was 4-1 with 
Ghanem dissenting. 

A five-member medical 
board that advises the com- 
mission voted unanimously 
earlier this year to reticence 
Holyfield. 

Holyfield can reapply for a 
licence to fight in Nevada by 
requesting that the matter 
appear on the regulatory 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Zola Budd expecting a baby 

BLOEMFONTEIN, South Africa (AFP) — South African 
cross-country champion Zola Budd-Pieterse and her hus- 
band Mike have announced they are to become parents in 
October. Budd-Pieterse, 28, former world cross-country 
champion, said she was “absolutely delighted** and that the 
timing Was “just perfect." “My gynaecologist has informed 
me thatTdo not have to withdraw from the South African 
cross-country team to go to Durham," she told the 
domestic news agency SAPA. “But I will be chatting to the 
selectors in the next couple of days to see if I am mentally 
and physically in shape to run the World Championships," 
she said. Budd-Pieterse first came to prominence when she 
broke the WOrld junior 5,000 metre record as a 17-year-old 
barefoot runner. In that year she set seven world junior 
records and five South African records. 

Nantes goalkeeper in hospital 

PARIS (R) — Nantes goalkeeper Eric Loussouaran was 
taken to hospital with concussion after colliding with team 
L mate Christian Karembeu while training on Saturday. 
1 Loussouam remained conscious after being hit on the back 
of the head but needed medical checks. It was too early to 
say whether Loussouam would be fit to play for the French 
League leaders in Tuesday's UEFA Cup quarter-final at 
Bayer Leverkusen, dub sources said. Nantes have already 
lost two goalkeepers since the start of the season. First 
choice David Maraud saw his season end because of a 
serious then deputy Dominique Casa grande suffered a 
hand injury. 

Princess Anne on horseback in U A.E. 

DUBAI (AP) — Britain’s Princess Anne rode across 35 
kilometres of rough, dusty desert flats with Elan Friday, 
but could not get among the first finishers during the 
gruelling endurance race. She was accompanied by the 
United Arab Emirates' Crown Prince, Sheikh Mohammad 
Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, during the horse race held at 
Jebel Ali. The race took about one hour and 15 minutes. 
Princess Anne was riding an Arabian and dismounted once 
during the rough stages to give her colt a rest before 
finishing 16th among 36 participants in the Desert Chal- 
lenge Endurance Ride. 

Blair wins 2nd straight 50(Mnetre race 

INZELL, Germany (AP) — Bonnie Blair, who is retiring 
this season as the most successful American woman 
Olympian of all time, won her 500-metre race Saturday for 
the second day in a row at a speedskating World Cup meet. 
Blair, a five-time Olympic champion, clocked 40.73 
seconds for a close victory over Canada's Susan Auch at 
40.76. Blair won over the same distance Friday in 40.56, 
while Shiho Kusunose of Japan was timed in 40.32. Blair 
will retire after the season’s final races in Calgary, Canada, 
where she won her first medal in 1988. 

Milan director questioned over transfer 

MILAN (R) — Italian magistrates on Friday questioned 
the managing director of European soccer champions AC 
Milan over alleged irregularities involving the transfer of 
4 Gianluigi Lentini from Torino in 1992. “The reason I’m 
here is for Lentini deal which as far as Tm concerned was 
perfectly legal," managing director Adriano Galliani told 
reporters after 30 minutes of questioning. Galliani is the 
right-hand of Milan dub owner Silvio Berlusconi, the 
media magnate and former Italian Prime Minister. Milan 
anti-graft magistrates have questioned Galliani several 
times over the deal which took Italian international winger 
Lentini to the club three years ago. 

Ertl wins in Wachter’s absence 

MARIBOR, Slovenia (AFP) — Germany's Martina Ertl 
made the most of Austria’s Anita Wacfater’s injury 
enforced absence to snatch the women’s World Cup giant 
slalom Saturday. Ertl, who was lying second to local 
heroine Spela Pretnar after the first run, proved stronger 
on the second to claim her first ever giant slalom victory 
with a combined time of 2:16.88. The 21-year-old Ertl's 
previous best placing in the giant had been a fourth last 
season: ar Mammoth. Despite the defeat of Pretnar, the 
10,060' ttrongh Slovene crowd still had plenty to cheer 
about. Their skiers filled three of the top five places. 

Kenyans sweep IAAF athletics meeting 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Paul Tergal led a Kenyan clean sweep 
in the Nairobi International Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) Cross Country Challenge meeting held at Ngong 
Racecourse Saturday. Tergat, the Kenya Armed Forces 
clerical officer, who is bent on stepping into the shoes of 
another Kenyan Army compatriot, William Sigei, as World 
1 Cross champion, clocked a winning time of 35 minutes 
1 30.02 seconds. Simon Chemoiywo, a budding Kenyan 
' international long distance track star, was second in 
35:30.60. fchmail Kirui was third in 35:34.59. 

Novotoa advances in Linz 

LJNZ, Austria (AP) — Top seed Jana Novotna of the 
» Republic and three unseeded players Friday adv- 
anced to the semi-final in the $161 ,000 WTA indoor tennis 
tournament. Novotna defeated Austrian Petra Schwaiz- 
Ritter 6-1, 1-6, 6-2. In the semi-fianl she faces Meike Babel 
of Germany who swiftly ousted sixth seed Sandra Cecchini 
of Italy, 


body's monthly agenda. 

But commission chairman 
James Nave said be will not 
consider placing such a re- 
quest on me agenda until the 
body “receives more in- 
formation and also the 
opportunity to speak with 
Dr. Ron Stevens." Stevens is 
Holyfiekl's physician. 

According to Ghanem, 
Stevens told him in a recent 
telephone conversation that 
he could not discuss Holy- 
fied’s medical condition, at 
the fighter’s request. 

Holyfield, with a record of 
30-2, was world heavyweight 
champion from 1990 to 1992, 
when be lost to Riddick 
Bowe. 

Then in 1993 Holyfield 
beat Bowe to capture the 
World Boxing Association 
and International Boxing 
Federation versions of the 
heavyweight title. 

Bowe had relinquished the 
World Boxing Council por- 
tion to Lennox Lewis of Bri- 
tain, who lost it to current 
champion Oliver McCall. 
Moorer lost the WBA and 
IBF portions to current 
champ George Foreman. 

Baseball 
talks to 
resume 
Monday 

SCOTTSDALE (AFP) — 
Negotiations between strik- 
ing major league baseball 
players and team owners will 
resume here Monday, two 
days before the scheduled 
start of exhibition games. 

Those pre-season training 
contests are the centre of the 
latest furor between the un- 
ion and management. The 
union has declared anyone 
taking part in such games will 
be considered a strike- 
breaker. 

About two-thirds of minor 
leaguers, including former 
basketball star Michael Jor- 
dan, are expected to honour 
the picket line and refuse to 
play. The rest are about to be 
placed in the centre of the 
controversy. 

“Spring training games will 
be scab games because play- 
ing those games will require 
dubs to replace the major 
leaguers who typically play 
them," union leader Don 
Fehr said in a memo. 

Clubs have threatened to 
send borne any players un- 
willing to take part in the 
games, with the New York 
Yankees already ditching 
minor leaguers Mike DeJean, 
Mark Carper and Bubba 
Carpenter 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Defending champion Midiael 
Chang beat Jonathan Stark 
6-7 (7-5), 6-1, 7-6 (7-4) on 
Friday in the quarterfinals of 
the U.S. Indoor. 

Chang will face Paul 
Haarhuis in a rematch of the 
1994 final. Haarhuis followed 
his upset of top-ranked Pete 
Sampras with an easy 6-2, 6-3 
victory New Zealander Brett 
Steven. 

The other semifinal pits 
No. 2 Andre Agassi, who 
brushed off qualifier Sebas- 
tien Lareau 7-5, 6-2, against 
20-year-old Thomas Enqvist 
of Sweden, a 64, 6-3 winner 
over Richey Reneberg. 

“Z just try not to let that 
little yellow ball bounce 
twice. You never know wben 
you'll be able to run down a 
shot." said Chang, a loser to 
Stark just last week in Mem- 
phis. 

Trailing 5-2 in the third set, 
Chang won 12 of the next 14 
points to tie. In the tiebreak- 
er. match point was vintage 
Chang — a running, reaching 
backhand that passed Stark 
at the net. 

“If he can get a racket on 
it, he can win the point,** 
Stark said. 

Chang, seeded third and 
ranked No. 6. lost first-set 
tiebreaker after fighting off 
four set points. Chang 
sprinted between the side- 
lines chasing down overheads 
and drops. He broke stark 
three times in the second set. 

Following his match with 
Chang, Haarhuis plays a dou- 
bles semifinal. 

"You get tired sometimes, 
and it's always tough to come 
back early the next day. But 
today, I started off on the 
right note, got a break and 
never looked back.” 
Haarhuis said after his 62- 
minute win. 

Serving at 1540, Steven 
couldn’t handle Haarhuis* 
high-hopping return, hitting a 
backhand into the net to give 
the lanky Dutchman the 
match and a fourth service 
break. Haarhuis lost iust 13 
points on his serve and didn't 
allow a break. 

Agassi has won ail 15 of his 
matches this year while losing 
only two sets, and has won 37 
of his last 39. But he wasn’t 
sharp against Lareau, the 
114th~ranked Canadian wfio 
has won 14 matches in his 
career. 

“I felt very sluggish. The 
ball looked like a BB. I think 
I'm lucky I didn't lose that 
set," Agassi said. “Hopeful- 
ly, tomorrow I can come out 
a little more up against en- 
qvist.’* 

Agassi lost to Enqvist in 
the 1993 U.S. Open. 

Reneberg dropped serve 
four times to the 43rd-ranked 
Enqvist, but he fought off 
two match points with sharp 


Home Helpers Placement Service 

is now looking for good qualified people for 
housekeeping & childcare. 

Call 826076 Mrs. Amariel. 


For housekeepers & childcare 
needs in your home just call us, the 
home helper placement service. 

Call:826076 Mrs. Amariel 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR 8MARJF 
ft T ANN AH H1RSCH 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AQJ96 ?AK9 vAB2 +A10 
What is your opening bid? 

A.— —You have a five-loser hand 
with only 22 high-card points, so 
the hand is not Strang enough for a 
demand bid in spades. However, 
since your is balanced, there's 
no reason not to open two no 
trump — a five-card major doesn't 
bar you from making the most de- 
scriptive bid. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*63 7AQI09 >92 +AJ982 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

1 : Pa** l* 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — It ia simply a matter of com- 
pete now or hope you can act later. 
We think it is safer to get into the 
bidding before the opponents know 
exactly how strong they are. so we 
would make a takeout double de- 
spite the risk that we might get 
caught between two strong hands. 

<L3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A3 ?542 >654 6AKQ52 

Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do you bid now? 
A.— If you play the modern range 
of 31-23. make the value hid of six 
no trump. If your range fa the old- 
fashioned 22-34. you should invite a 
grand .1.™ by raising to five no 
trump. That's forcing to slam and 
asks partner to bid a grand slam 
with a maximum. 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q7B 710542 C3 *A9643 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What action do you Lake? 
A.— One no trump fa probably not 
your best spot on this hand. The 
problem fa bow do you maneuver 
into the right strain without run- 
ning the risk of getting into worse 
trouble? Pass— your high cards 
must be enough to give partner a 
shot at the contract. 

Q.5— East- West vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

•K43 7 AS .AK963 +A64 
What is your opening bid? 

A. — Even if your range for one no 
trump is 16-19. this band is too 
strong for that action. Your wealth 
of prime cards, undervalued in the 
point count, and five-card suit 
make this hand worth nearer 20 
points than Is. Open one diamond, 
intending to jump in no trump at 
your next turn no matter what part- 
ner responds. 

Q-6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hoki: 

*Q83 7AJ73 K 1.092 4-A5 

The bidding has proceed e d: 

Sooth Wat North East 
1 < Pais 1 # Pan 

What do yot bid now? 

A- — We fcavs always been strong 
advocates of raising partner's one- 
level major-suit response with 
three-card sspport and a ruffing 
value— if there is no better bid. 
Here, your balanced band with 
stoppers in al suits suggests one no 
tmmp would be a better choice. 





Michael Chang 

returns. He scooped a fore- 
hand over the baseline on the 
third match point. 

Reneberg, a former No. 1 
doubles player and a net spe- 
cialist, was kept rooted in the, 
backcourt by the big Swede's 
161 kph second serves arid 
deep, consistent ground- 
, strokes. 

The $714,250 tournament 
is sponsored by Comcast. 

Becker, Stfch in EuroCard 


• One loss to Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov was enough to teach 
Boris Becker a lesson. 

Five days after losing to 
Kafelnikov in Milan, top- 
seeded Becker beat tbe 21- 
year-old rising Russian star 


.7-6 (74), 7-6 (7-1) Friday to 
reach the semifinals of the 
$2. 25-million EuroCard 
Open. 

Michael Stich, the fifth 
seed, defeated Alexander^ 
Votkpy 6-2. 7-5 tojnake it**. 
German sweep over Russia. 

Stich’? victory set up an 
explosive semifinal against 
Becker, bis on-and-off Davis 
Cup. partner and rival. 

In other quarterfinals, 
Richard Krajicek blasted his 
way past Magnus Larsson 6- 
3. 6-7 (9-11), 7-6 (7-5), while 
Martin Datum beat Jan 
Siemerink 64' 64. 

Becker avenged the loss to 
Kafelnikov in Sunday's final 
of the Muratti Time indoor in 
Milan, where the Russian 
won in three tight sets after 


saving a match point. 

That was Becker's only loss 
in three weeks on the Euro- 
pean. Indoor circuit, after his 
first-round exit at the Austra- 
lian Open in January. The 
German began the - indoor 
series by winning in Marseil- 
le, France. He is now 12-1 
indoors this year; 

“I learned my lesson from 
Milan. I was trying not to 
come in ali the time, -I was 
miring up my serve more. I 
came in very determined,” 
Becker said. 

His victory in Milan 
brought Kafelnikov to a 
career-high No. 8 in world 
rankings and he will become 


No. 7 next week despite his 
loss Friday. 

Kafelnikov has been 
weakened by a cokf since he 
arrived here and battled fever 
and dizzy spells during his 
first two matches. He re- 
quired treatment for a bleed- 
ing nose in the 11th game of 
his match against Becker. 

•”In the morning I felt bet- 
ter, the cold is going away, 
but my body is tired. Eveiy 
time my body is tired, my 
nose starts bleeding,"' Kafel- 
nikov said. 

After winning the first-set 
tiebreak, Becker, the No. 3 
in the world, broke for a 2-0 
lead in the second set. But he 
immediately dropped his own 
serve and allowed Kafelnikov 
to stay in tire match. 

- In the 12th game, Kafelni- 
kov survived two match 
points. On tbe first Becker 
. hit a forehand passing shot 
long, on the second Kafelni- 
kov produced a service win- 
ner after having set up Beck- 
er's match point with a dou- 
ble fault. 

Becker rolled through the 
tiebreak and finished off the 
match after "one hour, 45 
minutes with his 16th ace. 

*T feel I'm able to hit the 
important shots when it mat- 
ters. Tin moving faster than 
in many years. I hope it*s 
going to be a very exciting 
1995,“ he said. 

Kafelnikov said he was 
under pressure the entire 
match. 

“He was more focused that 
in Milan, he really wanted to 
beat me, especially here in 
Germany,” Kafelnikov said. 
"He was better today.” 

Krajicek overwhelmed 
Larsson with 29 aces to reach 
his second semifinal of the 
year. He will now meet 
Damm. 

Tbe hard-hitting Dutch- 
man cruised through the first 
set after breaking for a 4-2 
lead. 

That was the only break of 
the match, which lasted one 
hour and 54 minutes. 

Krajicek wasted two match 
points in the second-set tieb- 
jeak and one more in the 
decisive tiebreak. But he con- 
verted the next with a service 
winner.. v - l'. 

* . - "i* / 

■ “I am now quite satisfied 
with my game; After my 
shoulder injury I am now 
able to serve 100 per cent,” 
Krajicek said. . 

Larsson missed the chance 
of becoming the highest- 
ranked Swede on the IBM/ 
ATP Tour. Stefan Edberg is 
No. 14, and Larsson, who is 
now No. 15, would have 
climbed to No. 12 had he won 
Friday. 


FOR SALE 


Acer notebook — SL-enhancer — 
.Intel 486-SX — 25 MHZ — 4 MB 
memory — 80 MB hard disk — 9.5" 
mono display — Track ball — MS- 
DOS — Windows — and MS Word 
6.0 Pre-loaded. 

Price: JD 900. 

Tel: Al Dana Rent a Car. 

Tel. 863091 - 863092 


REQUIRED 

Efficient typists preferably native speakers for full 
time or part time employment. 

- Horizon Cultural Center . 

Tel. 661628 


L IWAOI 

A Tasre op TnadiTion 

For the finest 
in Jordanian handicrafts 


U.S. TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE 

A taxpayer service specialist from the U.S. internal 
Revenue Service will be at the American Embassy in 
Amman from March 6 to March 9 to assist U.S. 
taxpayers. 

Two special tax seminars will be conducted on 
Monday March 6 and Tuesday March 7 from 6:30 - 
8:30 p.m. in the United States Information Service 
auditorium at the Embassy. Ail U.S. citizens, resi- 
dents or non-residents, with general tax questions 
(i.e. How to file? What to file?) will be welcome to 
attend one of those seminars. No reservation is 
necessary. 

Individual assistance will be provided by appoint- 
ment on March 6 to 9. Each taxpayer is advised to 
have a copy of his or her last filed return and to have 
all papers well organised to the extent possible 
when appearing for ah appointment. The IRS repre- • 
sentative will assist by answering questions but will 
not fill your tax return forms. Appointments may be 
made by calling 820-101, extension 2062. 

Income tax forms and information booklets are now 
available in the consular section of the embassy. 
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™ News 

Russian nuclear 
minister scoffs at 
American threat 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia's 
top nuclear official sounds 
unimpressed by Newt Ging- 
rich's threat to try to cut off 
U.S. aid if Russia presses 
ahead with developing Iran’s 
atomic-power programme. 

Tm not worried,” said 
Viktor N. Mikhailov, minis- 
ter for nuclear power." ... 
What's $215 million for Rus- 
sia?" 

He was referring to a key 
U.S. aid programme for dis- 
mantling and securing Rus- 
sian nuclear weapons mate- 
rial. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press, Mr. 
Mikhailov reported that 200 
Russian nuclear specialists 
are already in Iran working 
on its first power reactor, 
and acknowledged that the 
Moscow-Tehran agreement 
does not spell out how to deal 
with Iran's spent nuclear fuel, 
potential source of weapons 
material. 

Mr. Mikhailov signed a 
contract last month in Tehran 
under which his ministry 
will . complete installation of 
a power reactor at Bushehr, 
in southern Iran, whose -con- 
struction was suspended in 
the late 1970s. A second con- 
tract , for completing a second 
Bushehr unit, is ready for 
signing, he said. 

In addition, a side “work- 
ing protocol” may lead to two 
more 'power units at Bushehr, 
a university research reactor, 
training in Russia for Iranian 
specialists, and other future 
facilities “that I cannot dis- 
cuss now,” Mr. Mikhailov 
aid. 

Russia and Iran say the 
nudear complex will be used 
only for peaceful purposes. 
But the U.S. administration 
contends the Iranians have 
plans to develop nuclear 
weapons, and has pressured 


Russia since 1992 to forgo 
cooperation with Tehran. 

In the latest U.S. warning. 
House Speaker Gingrich said 
last week that “we should cut 
off all aid to Russia" if it 
persists in developing Iran’s 
programme. 

Mr. Mikhailov, whose 
ministry produces Russian 
nudear weapons, told the AP 
that he appreciates U.S. aid, 
particularly $215 million for 
securing the plutonium and 
other material from weapons 
dismantled under U.S.- 
Russian arms-control 
accords. 

But Russia has lost even 
more money because of a 
U.S.-Russian agreement 
against “dumping” his minis- 
try's cheap uranium on the 
American market, he said in 
the interview Friday. 

“It is more important to 
me to have free trade," be 
said. “I would have earned 
$450 million over three years 
(on uranium). I don't want to 
put my band in the American 
taxpayer's pocket. We want 
to earn our money.” 

The ministry earns $1 .2 bil- 
lion a year by exporting pro- 
ducts, he said, “what is $215 
million for Russia?" 

At one point, the Russian 
cabinet member was dismis- 
sive of U.S. threats, saying, 
“the Americans will never 
break these (aid) agree- 
ments, because they are pro- 
fitable to them" — that is, to 
U.S. companies participating 
in the weapons security prog- 
ramme. 

At another point, his voice 
rising, he suggested he him- 
self might break the agree- 
ments. If Washington’s press- 
ure continues, be is “pre- 
pared to dose down" the 
U.S.-Russian discussions on 
joint oversight of dismantled 
weapons material, he said. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Ramzi Ahmad Yousef wants 
a peh, a notebook and a 
vigotpus defence for his trial 
on charges he planned the 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing, bis lawyer says. 

Attorney Roy Kulcsar 
said Friday that getting the 
writting utensils might not be 
so easy for a man who is 
penniless, isolated and 
guarded. every minute of the 
day. 

Mr. Yousef does not even 
have the money for a tooth- 
brush and toothpaste, Kulcsar' 
said. * 

Prosecutors contend Mr. 
Yousef bepled buy and store 
the chemicals used to make a 
bomb that exploded in a 
parking garage under the 
World Trade Centre in New 
York on Feb. 26, 1993. Six 
people were killed and over 
1,000 injured. 

The 27-year-old suspect 
allegedly left the United 
States the day of the bombing 
and remained free until two 
weeks ago, when he was 
arrested in Pakistan and ex- 
tradited to the United States. 

On Friday, Mr. Kulcsar 
was appointed Mr. Yousef's 
lawyer and immediately com- 
plained in federal court about 
his client’s treatment at the 
Metropolitan Correctional 
Centre. 

“He said he feels he’s a 


political prisoner,” Mr. Kulo- 
sar told U.S. District Court 
Judge Kevin Duffy. “In a 
sense, he's being held hos- 
tage to account for the acts of 
other people and other 
nationalities.” 

Mr. Yousef has been 
allowed to make only one 
telephone call — to a relative 

— since his arrest and is 
being watched all the time, 
Mr. Kulcsar said. 

“He told me It’s a very 
degrading thing to have to go 
to the bathroom and have 
somebody sitting outside 
watching,” said Mr. Kulcsar, 
who has met with Mr. Yousef 
for a total of about three 
hours. 

Mr. Kulcsar said his client 
told him be wants a strong 
defence — not a plea bargain 

— against charges be master- 
minded the bombing. 

Mr. Duffy said Mr. Yousef 
was not due back in court for 
two months to give him time 
to read the 8 ,000- page trans- 
cript of last year’s trial of four 
co-defendants in the trade 
centre bombing. They were 
convicted and are serving life 
sentences without parole. 

The judge also told Mr. 
Kulcsar he might allow 
lawyers to be appointed for 
Mr. Yousef and invited the 
defendant to meet with him if 
necessary. 


Egypt engineers vow 
to stop court takeover 


CAIRO (R) — Hundreds of 
Egyptian engineers held a sit- 
in on Saturday and vowed to 
protect their Islamist- 
controlled union against a 
court administrator. 

A court ruling on Friday, 
which dissolved the lead- 
ership of the 220,000-strong 
Engineers’ Union and se- 
questered its assets, escalated 
conflict between the Egyp- 
tian government and Muslim 
fundamentalists wbo domin- 
ate the union movement. 

Many engineers gathered 
at the union headquarters in 
downtown Cairo and others 
slept there to resist the 
takeover. 

“This decision is unpre- 
cedented and dangerous. 
Never before has an adminis- 
trator been appointed to 
seize the union, its docu- 
ments and money and admi- 
nister its affairs,” Moham- 
mad Bishr. secretary-general 
of the union, told Reuters. 

Union leaders decided at a 
crisis meeting on Friday to 
mobilise members at its bead- 
quarters on Saturday morn- 
ing when the court-appointed ' 
administrator. Mohammad 
Sabri Abdul Gayyed, was 


expected to arrive. 

But there was no sign of 
government action by early 
afternoon. 

“We’re against armed con- 
frontation but they will create 
one. Well not leave the pre- 
mises. We won't hand them 
the documents. We will allow 
them to take over,” said 
Hicham Khodr at the union 
headquarters. 

But Mr. Bishr said the un- 
ion would avoid a govern- 
ment trap of provoking them 
to break the law and would 
resist the court order by “All 
legal and legitimate means." 

Islamists started taking 
over the unions in the late 
1960s and gradually turned 
them into powerful platforms 
of opposition to the govern- 
ment in Egypt, where the 
ruling party dominates a 
tame parliament and opposi- 
tion parties are largely in- 
effective. 

Unions accused the gov- 
ernment of corruption, 
oppose Egyptian foreign poli- 
cy including normalisation of 
ties with Israel, and have vied 
for public sympathy by pro- 
viding social services. 



RANDOM VIOLENCE: Mourners pay their last respects at 
the Auerals of 20 men who were killed in two attacks on 
Sfafite Muslim mosques in Karachi on Saturday. Thousands 


rioting after gurnnea opened fire towards' 
page 4) (AFP photo) 


worshippers (see 


GIA behind 
jail riot 
— paper 


Albright: Oman supports 
U.S. on Iraq sanctions 


Alleged bombing mastermind 
says he is political hostage 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The ■ 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), the most feared of 
Algeria's militant factions, 
was the organiser of an 
Algiers prison mutiny in 
which 100 people were killed, 
an Algerian newspaper said 
on Saturday. 

A warder recruited at 
Sekadjik high-security jail by 
the GIA had smuggled in 
four pistols and six grenades 
used in the mutiny which was 
crushed on Wednesday, the 
daily A1 Watan said. 

“It is the GIA who orga- 
nised the entire bloody op- 
eration," A1 Watan said, cit- 
ing unnamed “reliable } 
sources." 

Algerian authorities said 
100 people, 96 of them « pr- 
isoners, died during the 
mutiny which lasted more 
j than 24 hours. 

The militant Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) accused the 
authorities of killing 200 de- 
tainees in a deliberate mas- 
sacre. 

A1 Watan said Abdul Hak 
Layada, one of the GIA's 
founders, and Abdul Kader 
Hachani, a FIS leader, were 
tiie main leaders wbo orga- 
nised the mutiny and escape 
attempt from inside the pris- 
on. 

It did not say what hap- 
I pened to them during or after 
I the violence. 

The paper said two other 
prominent fundamentalist 
prisoners — Yalef Cherati, 
former member of the FIS 
consultative council, and one 
of the GIA founders known 
as A1 Wed, or “the Pakista- 
ni" — were killed in the 
violence. 

Previous Algerian press re- 
ports had said the two men 
had probably, been killed in 
the mutiny which broke out 
on Tuesday. 

Algerian Radio reported 
Saturday that Tembarek 
Boumaarafi, the accused 
assasin of President Moham- 
mad Boudiaf, survived the 
bloody mutiny. 

The radio, quoting “reli- 
able sources" said reports 
that Boumaarafi was among 
these killed were incorrect. 

He is “perfectly alive." the 
radio said without elaborat- 
ing. 

The fate of Boumaarafi, a 
Boudiaf bodyguard whose 
exact role in the 1992 assas- 
sination was never fully 
understood, has been the 
subject of much press spe- i 
culation here in Algeria. 

Saturday's radio report 
confirmed that the dead in- 
cluded a senior FIS official. 
Ikhlef Cherrati. 

A group of lawyers repre- 
senting inmates in the Ser- 
kadji jail issued a communi- 
que Saturday demanding a 
“neutral” investigation into 
the killings by Algerian and 
foreign jurists and repre- 
sentatives of prisoners' fami- 
lies. 

The lawyers said they were 
“unconvinced by the official 
version” of the incident, 
when security forces stormed 
the prison to end a mutiny 
during which four guards 
were killed 

A1 Watan said 360 of the 
650 Muslim fundamentalist 
inmates of Sckadji took pan 
in the mutiny. 

Algerian radio said on Fri- 
' day that Interior Minister 
Abdul Rhmane meziane 
| Cberif was named the head of * 

> a committee to investigate the ■ 
mutiny. 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — 
U.S. Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations Madeleine 
Albright said on Saturday 
that Oman agreed with 
Washington on the need to 
maintain sanctions against 
Iraq. 

Ms. Albright, on a tour to' 
rally support for U.S. efforts 
to maintain the sanctions, 
was speaking at a news con- 
ference in the Omani capital 
Muscat following talks with 
Sultan Qaboos. 

“I expect that we will have 
(Oman’s) support," she said. 

“I was pleased to find that 
His Majesty’s views on the 
question of maintaining sanc- 
tions coincided with onr 
own." she said. “I also m- 
. formed His Majesty of the 
readiness of the United 
States government to explore 
means of helping to relieve, 
within the sanctions 
framework, the pressing 
humanitarian needs of the 
Iraqi people.” 

Diplomats say there is 
growing concern in some 
Gulf Arab states about the 
effects of sanctions on Iraqi 
civilians. 

Ms. Albright said her tour 
was aimed at building a 
“seven-country blocking 
coalition” against French and 
Russian moves to ease sanc- 
tions before Iraq complies in 
full with U.N. resolutions im- 
posed since its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Oman is the only Golf 
country to have maintained 
good relations with Iraq and 
in the past few months has 
repeated calls for a lifting of 
the sanctions, which have 
crippled the Iraqi economy. 

She arrived here from Bri- 
tain late Friday and is due in 
Kuwait on Sunday. Other 
stops include the Czech Re- 
public, Italy, possibly Argen- 
tina and Honduras. 

“We consider it absolutely 
vital that (Iraqi President) 
Saddam Hussein and the Ira- 
qi regime continue to abide 
oy all the sanctions resolu- 


tions,” Ms. Albright tokl re- 
porters as she arrived. 

Ms. Albright reiterated 
that Iraq has to show com- 
pliance on several issues, 
such as the return of Kuwaiti 
military equipment and 
accounting for missing 
Kuwaiti people. 

“As far as carrying out 
their obligations in terms of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
we believe there are signifi- 
cant gaps in die information 
that has been made available 
and that it is very important 
that these gaps be filled,” she 
said. 

Rolf Ekeos, the chief U.N. 
arms inspector, left Baghdad 
last week and said he had not 
been able to resolve differ- 
ences over Iraq’s post biolo-: 
gical warfare research. 

U.S. officials said Ms. 
Albright, travelling at the re- 
quest of President Bill Clin- 
ton , wanted to head off any 
action to suspend the oil 
embargo against Iraq. 

Russia and France may in- 
troduce a resolution to lift it 
when a U.N. report on the 
state of Iraq’s weapons is due 
on April 10. 

Ms. Albright said after a 
meeting with British Foreign 
Minister Douglas Hard in 
London on Friday that Iraq 
bad to live np to its Security 
Council obligations. 

Pressed by journalists on 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple, Ms. Albright said: "... 
Saddam Hussein has had the 
opportunity to alleviate tire 
suffering of his people- ever 
since the end of the war. 

“He seems to have enough 
money for massive troop 
movements, enough money 
to destroy the marsh hamlets 
of the Shiites in the south, 
enough money to build 
' palaces for his regime. They 
are phoney crocodile tears ... 
that be sheds on behalf of bis 
people." 

Iraq on Saturday poured 
scorn on Ms. Albright saying 
it was too' late for her to stop 
growing support at the Secur- 
ity Council for an end to 
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sanctions a gains t Iraq. 

“With the growing pro- 
Iraq lobby, the U.S. rears the 
waning of its influence. It has 
embarked on a desperate 
attempt to win more tone to 
have the sanctions con- 
tinued,” declared the Iraqi 
g overnment A1 Jumbouriya. 

The newspaper said Ms. 
Albright’s tnp shows an ‘in- 
sane desire to increase the* 
suffering of the Iraqi people’s, 
and “the arbitrary and extor- 
tionist methods adopted" 
when U.S. policy is opposed. 

“It also reveals the 
strength of Iraq's position 
and foe fairness of its cause, 
especially in view of its com- 
pliance with all relevant U.N. 
resolutions,” the paper said. 

The Iraq’s animosity to- 
wards Ms. Albright is person- 
al. 

Last October, when Iraq 
sent troopss to the Kuwaiti 
border to attract attention to 
the sanctions issue, Baghdad 
newspapers printed poems 
calling Ms. Albright “a ser- 
pent” and accusing her of 
picking a fight 

The United States backed 
by Britain has spearheaded 
opposition to any easing of. 
the sanctions, and die U.S. 
offensive was to ensure that a 
maximum number of coun- . 
tries will not support the - 
“premature effort” by Paris 
and Moscow to end the 
embargo, a U.S. diplomat 
said Thursday at the United 
Nations. 

Ms. Albright said: “We 
believe that Iraq has to fulfil 
all its obligations under Un- 
ited Nations resolutions” pas- 
sed during and after toe 
Jangary-February 1991 Gulf 
war. 

In Kuwait toe will pass on 
a message from U.S. Presi- 
dent Clinton to Emir Jaber 
A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah. 

Her visit will coincide with 
the fourth anniversary of 
Kuwait’s liberation from a 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion achieved by a U.S.-led 
international . coalition in 
1991. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
i .Somalia's most powerful war- 
lord, Mohammad Farab 
Aideed, on Saturday warded 
j people not to plunder the 
city’s port and airport after 
the U.S. -guarded pullout of 
the last U.N. troops next- 
week but U.N. officials were 
sceptical as to whether his 
appeal 1 would be beard. . 

Somalis lobbed tear-gas 
Saturday at the gate of the 
U.N.-held airport in Moga- 
dishu and dose to the runway 
used by planes taking U.N. 
troops home. 

At toe game, Pakistani 
troops on the ground and 
aboard armoured personnel 
-carriers dapped handker- 
chiefs to their faces and 
poured water over their 
heads as the stinging gas 
swirled in around noon (0900 
GMT}. 

The U.N. troops dosed the' 
airport gate for about 20 mi- 
nutes, then used sticks to 
chase out infiltrators. 

Inside' the razor-wire, ah 
advance guard of Operation 
United Shield prepared for 
the landing of U.S. and Ita- 
lam marines on Monday and 
Tuesday to protect the with- 
drawal of the last 2,500 U.N. 
troops. 

The U.S.-led task fence’s 
operational commander. 
Marine Lieutenant General 
Tony Zinai, flew in by heli- 
copter from his- command 
ship, toe BeUean Wood, to 
inspect toe airport, held , by 
Pakistani troops, and the ad- 
joining port, held by Bang- 
ladeshi soldiers. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Journalist still held by Serbs — U.N. 


SARAJEVO (AP) — A Sarajevo-based journalist seized by minty A Fovnr 
Bosnian Serbs was being held for use in a prisoner swap, U.N. Zztl 

nffirialc eaiH Tk- ..Jr- - j ’ ^ Killed HKM 


Two killed by own bomb in Egypt 


officials said Saturday. The United Nations reported Friday 
that Shanaat Nahrawand, a Bosnian journalist with dual 
Jordanian citizenship, had been released after being held 
overnight in a police station in the Serb-held suburb of Uidza. 
On Saturday, U.N. officials announced toe was still at the 
police station. U.N. officials visited her there and found her in 
good condition, said Major Herve Goormelon, a U.N. 
spokesman. Ms. Nahrawand was detained Thursday, along 
with an Egyptian journalist and two U.N. peacekeepers, at a 
Bosnian Serb checkpoint on the road Uniting U.N. -controlled 
Sarajevo airport with the government-held city centre. Serbs 
were suspicious of Ms. Hahra wand’s Bosnian and Jordanian 
passports, as well as her recently expired U.N. press pass, 
U.N. officials said. The peacekeepers and Egyptian journalist 
were later released. 

Turkish Cypriot 'government 1 resigns 

NICOSIA (R) — Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktato 
accepted on Saturday the resignation of the breakaway 
republic's “govern men:" following a row about property, 
seized from Greek Cypriots after the 1974 Turkish invasion 
of the island. Mr. Denktash told reporters in the Turkish 
Cypriot sector of Nicosia he bad asked Prime Minister 
Hakki Atun to stay on as caretaker premier until a new 
government is formed. The two-party coalition stepped 
down on Friday after it split over a bid to formalise toe 
seizure of land and property left in the north by Greek 
Cypriots who fled south in 1974. The partnership's left wing 
had opposed a proposal by Mr. Atun's rightist Democrat 
Party (DP) to give title deeds to Turkish Cypriots and 
immigrant Turks occupying former Greek Cypriot build- 
ings and land. The government gives toe occupants 
certificates of possession but does not regard them as toe 
properties' full owners. Mr. Denktash said be would soon 
talk to toe leaders of the four parties in the 50-seat 
parliament to form a new coalition. 


MINYA, Egypt (AFP) — Two Islamic fundamentalists 
were killed Friday in Upper Egypt when a bomb they were 
carrying exploded, pofice saiaTThe blast happened as the 
two men were hiding in fields near the village of ‘Zorn al 
Raheb near Samalut, 225 kilometres south of Cairo, pofice 
said. Two other men, armed with automatic rifles, escaped 
unhurt and fled the scene, police added, quoting eyewitnes- 
ses. The incident brought to 670 the number of people 
killed since March 1992, when fundamentalists began their 
campaign against toe authorities, according to a count 
compiled by AFP from pofice sources. Since last summer 
the campaign has been concentrated in the province of 
Minya. 

Israel, Tanzania formalise diplomatic ties 

UNITED NATIONS "(AFP) — -Israel re-established di- 
plomatic relations with Tanzania after a W**"* of more 
than 20 years in a ceremony at toe United Nations on 
Friday. Israel's U.N. Ambassador Gad Yaacobi met bis 
Tanzanian counterpart Daudi Mwakawago, and said the 
twr countries would seek to cooperate in agriculture and 
economic matters. “This event it a meaningful step in 
normalising relations with African countries,” toe Israeli 
diplomat said. The East African nation that broke off ties 
over the 3973 Middle East war followed some 20 African 
states that' have renewed relations in recent years, particu- 
larly since the Arab-Israeli peace process was 
launched in October 1991. 

500 sheep roasted in boat blcuse, . 

DUBAI (AFP) — - Hundreds of sheep imported by the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) from Iran were roasted to 
death when fire broke out on board the boat transporting 
them, Khaleej. Times reported on Saturday. .The dv2 
defence forces managed to rescue nearly 70 of foe livestock 
but the remaining 500 sheep were swallowed by foe fire off 
Dubai on Friday whjto'destroyed foe ship. . ... 







Both contingents face 
tense crowds of would-be 
looters who surge through 
the gates every time they are 
opened for vehicles. 

Gen. Aideed, who controls 
south Mogadishu, on Satur- 
day told leaders of his Somafi 
National Alliance not to 
allow looting of equipment 
which will be left behind, at 
- both facilities after the 
marines pull out, his faction’s 
radio station reported. 

For foe last stage of the 
withdrawal of beUJN. troops 
and some senior civilians, toe 
task force r composed of 
10,000 troops from six na- 
tions aboard 18 warships, wfll 
have more than 2,000 U.S. 
and Italian marines ion the 
pound equipped with mas- 
sive firepower, and gtmsfaips 
aiding overhead. Ike force 
ferns “spill-over” figbting if 
rival nufitias fight. 

Geo. Aideed and his north 
Mogadishu rival, sctf-stylcd 
’“President” Ali Mafadi 
■ Mohammad, have appointed 
a joint committee to run the 
port and airport, but many 
observers consider that 
agreement fragile, and fear- 
battles for. control of both 
facilities, with their opportu- 
nities to import anus and 
ammunition into a country 
riven fin- generations by dan 
warfare. 

Militiamen are still ignor- 
ing a peace-pact the twolead- 
ers signed last Tuesday which 
banned all weapons from the 
streets and ordered battle- 
wagons known as “technic- 
als” to be confined to desig- 
nated areas. ' ' 


Writer Francoise 
Sagan sentenced 
for drugs 

PARIS (R) — Ffow* writer 
Francoise Sagan was given a 
12-month suspended jail 
sentence on charges of using 
cocaine and giving it to 
others. Sagan, an overnight 
celebrity at the age of 18 for 
her first novel Bonjoor Tris- 
tesse, a love story about 
spoilt children of the 
bourgeoisie, was also fined 
40,000 francs ($7,700) and 
placed cm probation for 18 
months. The prosecution had 
asked for an 18-mo nth sus- 
pended jail term against the 
59-year-old author who has a 
previous conviction cm drugs £-■' 
char ges. Sagan, who did not 
attend when the verdict was 
read, told the court earlier 
this month foe had consumed 
cocaine to help her work 
because she was depressed by 
the deaths of dose friends. 

She said she no longer used 
it. She had been quoted as 
telling an investigating magis- 
trate: “I believe I have a right 
to destroy myself as long as it 
doe? not harm anyone. If I 

fedfike swallovrmg a glass of 

caustic soda, foare my own 
problem.” .. The daughter of 
an industrialist, Sagan' uub- 
fished her first book in 19n4. 

Her latest novel, Un Chagrin 
De Passage, relates a day in 
toe fife of a man told he has 
cancer and ssx months left to 
live. '■ 

Indian court 
‘ amends Christian 
divorce law 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
High Court of the southern 
Inman state of Kerala Friday 
amended a law applying to 
Christians- by matring deser- 
tion or cruelty sufficient 
grounds for mvorce, the 
Press Trust of India said. The 
three- judge bench ruled that ^ 
Chris tians would not have to ■’ 
prove adultery to seek a di- 
vorce if they were maltreated 
or deserted by their spouses, 
the news agency said. 
According to the old; law, 
Christians could seek divorce 
on three grounds — “inces- 
tuous adultery, adultery cou- 
pled with desertion and adul- 
tery coupled with cruelty,” 
along with proof of the extra- 
marital basons. Christian 
women in Kerala had com- 
plained that the law pre- 
vented them from seeking a 
(fivoroe from cruel or irres- 
ponsible husbands who were 
not necessarily sexually un- 
faithful. Kerala has a sizeable 
Christian population, most of 
whom are Roman Catholics. 

Nigerian wins 

environmental 

prize 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A 
California foundation said 
Friday it is awarding an en- 
vironmental prize to a Nige- 
rian minority rights activist 
who is on trial for murder. 

The GoT dman.Eri vim nmgiital 
Foundation, founded in 1990 
by two California philan- 
thropists, announced that 
Ken Saro-Wiwa was this 
year’s winner of its Gras- 
sroots Environments Prize 
for Africa. The foundation 
had been due to announce & 
the whiners of its six annmil 
Grassroots Environmental. 
Prizes — one for each of the 
inhabited" continents — in 
San Francisco on April 17. 

But it said it broke with 
tradition by anno uncing Mr. 
Saro-Wiwa's prize early to 
draw international attention 
to ha trial before a^ three-man 
tribunal in Port Harcourt, 
southeastern Nigeria. Mr. - 
Saro-Wiwa, 53, president of 
tiie Movement for toe Surviv- 
al of the Ogoni People 
(MOSOP), and four others 
are charged in the murder of 
four leaders in volatile ogoni- 
land. They deny the charges. 

Frozen embryo 
feet tube baby 
born In China 

BEUING (R) — China's first 
test-tube baby conceived 
from a frozen embryo has 
been boro in Beijing — a girl 
weighing 3.15 kg (6.91bs) and • 

measuring 50 cm (19.6 in- v 

ches), the Xinhua News ] 

-Aomcy said Saturday. The ; 

baby girl, born ax the Norn- - / 
ber Three Hospital affiliated *. 

with toe Beijing Medical Uni- \ 

versity, was one of six frozen • 

embryos implanted "m a 32- I 

year-old woman last.- May, j 

Xinhua quoted hospital % 

gynaecologist Zhang Lfehu as 
saying. .So far.more than 80 
test-tube, babies have, been 
boin at foe hospital, wito the 
success . rate for conca ving 
test-tube babies at toe hospit- 
al at 28 per cent.' ' • 
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